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PART I 


THE EARLY CHURCH 


IN MEMORY 
OF 
ALEXANDER PREWITT PAYNE 
1869-1948 


evi MBER OF THE FIRST CHURCH FOR FIFTY- YRKARS 
1898-1948 


A DEACON 
1917-1923 


A RULING BIEDER 
1923-1948 


THE CLERK OF THE SESSION 
1923-1948 


HE ENTERED INTO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE FIRSTBORN WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN 
SEPTEMBER 2, 1948 


A VERY SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS MAN 
WHO WAS RICH TOWARD GOD 


THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE IN EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE 


ALEXANDER PREWITT PAYNE 


The munificence of Mrs. Jean Todhunter Payne in assisting in the publi- 
cation of this book in memory of her husband, Alexander Prewitt Payne, has 
made it possible for the book to be sold at a price less than the cost of production. 


Mrs. Payne has had an interesting connection with the First Church. Her 
great-great grandparents James Parker and his wife Mary Todd came to Lexing- 
ton in 1784 and were members of the Mount Zion Church. On March 28, 1789 
James Parker was on the committee to build the church on Mill Street. On Jan- 
uary 6, 1791, her great grandfather, Jacob Todhunter, subscribed to the pastor's 


salary. 


Mrs. Payne became a member of the First Church, sixty-one years ago, 
January 30, 1898, being received on the presentation of a letter from the Walnut 
Hill Presbyterian Church. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Me. a tes The history of the Presbyterian Church is the history ot a 
very large part of what we know and enjoy of civil and religious liberty. The 
teachings of her faith are such as have always attracted to her the most lofty 
minds and the boldest spirits. In following her path through the pages of his- 
tory, whether her votaries be called Lutherans, as in Germany, Hugenots, as in 
France, Covenanters, as in Scotland, or Puritans, as in England, they will always 
be found to be among the bravest and the best. As a religious organization, she 
had no compromise along the lines of conscience to make with power, and could 
be deflected from the path of rectitude neither by the frown of authority nor 
the blandishments of corruption. With the same indomitable courage she con- 
fronted the haughty princes of the House of Tudor and the crowned weaklings 
of the House of Stuart. With the same words of scornful condemnation she re- 
buked the sins of Messalina on the throne and the wanton in the street. Her path 
has led her oftener into exile than into favor with the great—oftener to the dun- 
geon and the stake than to the pleasures of kings’ houses or the friendship of 
courtiers. But under her searching gaze the shackles have fallen from the human 
mind, and the divine right of kings has shrunk to the mean thing it now appears. 
Wherever a battle was to be fought for human liberty, whenever a forlorn hope 
was to be led, or a mind braved for conscience sake, whenever the blood of a 
martyr was needed as a testimony to truth, her answer was always that of the 
prophet of old: “Here am I; send me. ”~ 


WAREAGEH Ws: HUGHES 
ilibas. VWV9004. (Jana) 1909). 
The above is a part of the concluding paragraph of the majority opinion 


written by Judge Henry S. Barker of the Court of Appeals of Kentucky, in the 
above styled action. 
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PREFACE 


In his delightful essay, “The Art of Book Making,” Washington Irving de- 
scribes a visit to the British Museum where he saw an author at work: 


“There was one dapper little gentleman in bright colored clothes, with a 
chirping gossiping expression of countenance, who had all the appearance of an 
author on good terms with his bookseller. After considering him attentively, I 
recognized in him a diligent getter-up of miscellaneous works, which bustled 
off well with his trade. I was curious to see how he manufactured his wares. 
He made more show and stir of business than any of the others; dipping into 
various books, fluttering over the leaves of manuscripts, taking a morsel out of 
one, a morsel out of another, ‘line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little 
and there a little. The content of his book seemed to be as heterogeneous as those 
of the witches’ cauldron in Macbeth. It was here a finger and there a thumb, 
toe of frog and blind man’s sting, with his own gossip poured in like ‘baboon’s 
blood’ to make the medley ‘slab and good.’” 


If the content of this book is heterogeneous as those of the witches’ cauldron 
in Macbeth, it is due in part to the fact that the author had to get vagrant items 
from near and from afar. Writers of sketches of Presbyterian churches rely upon 
the minutes of the Session. Every Presbyterian church is required to keep a 
record of all of the meetings of the Session. This record of the Session gives the 
history of the life and work of the church. Unfortunately, the minutes of the 
Session of the First Church, from 1784 to 1891, are lost. The writer has tried to 
get data from every available source. It would be interesting to know the names 
of the members of the Church from 1784 to 1897. Before the year 1897 there is 
no list extant of the members of First Church. It is hoped that from the data 
which have been assembled the reader may know something of the accomplish- 
ments of the First Church. 


The First Church is the oldest institution in Lexington having a continuous 
existence of one hundred and seventy-five years. Today the Church is minis- 
tering to the community to a greater degree than ever before. On her one 
hundreth and seventy-fifth anniversary we rejoice that having the glory of age 
she is serving as in a vigorous prime. 


I am indebted to the following for help in preparing this book: 


Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 
Minutes of the Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky. 
Minutes of the Presbyteries of Transylvania, West Lexington and Lexington- 


Ebenezer. 
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Rev. William V. Gardner, D.D. 

Mr. William H. Willson. 

Mrs. Arch Stanley. 

Mr. Salem Wallace. 

Mrs. I. D. Best and Mrs. Harry Giovannoli who prepared the sketch of the 


“Women of the Church.” 


Lexington Public Library for use of old papers and books. 
Record books in the Clerk’s office in Fayette County Court. 
Minutes of the Trustees of the City of Lexington. 

Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia. 

Presbyterian Historical Foundation in Montreat, North Carolina. 
“History of Pioneer Lexington by Charles R. Staples. 

"A Memoir of Lexington and its Vicinity by William Leavy. 
*These two books have been of much help. 


Dr. John Winston Coleman, Jr., for the loan of books and for reading the 


manuscript and making a number of helpful suggestions. 


To Mrs. Richard Carroll Barbee, Jr., a lineal descendant of Robert Patterson, 


one of the founders of the First Church, I am under deep obligation for typing 


the manuscript. 


Robert Stuart Sanders 


INTRODUCTION 


THE BURNING BUSH 


The symbol of most of the Presbyterian bodies throughout the world is the 
Burning Bush. Moses was in the desert of Sinai keeping the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law. He led his flock to the back side of the desert, and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God. And an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame out 
of the midst of the bush. He looked and saw that the bush was burning but it 
was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great 
sight, why the bush is not burnt.” When the Lord saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here am 
I,” and he said, “Do not come near; put off your shoes from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” This 
is one of the most impressive scenes recorded in the Old Testament. It shows 
to us the indestructibility of the church and reminds us of God’s continual pres- 
ence with His church. 


The first use made of the Burning Bush as a symbol of the Presbyterian 
Church was in 1583, when at the Synod of the French Reformed Church at Vitre, 
it was resolved that a seal should be made for the use of the Synod, having on it 
a burning bush and on the ground a circle on which was written “Flagror non 
consumor’ (I am being burned but not consumed). Another form of this Hugenot 
motto is, “Comburo, non consumor.” The seal of the Waldensian Church was 
similar, a taper burning in a golden candlestick, scattering its beams in a field of 
thick darkness. The first use of this as a svmbol in the church of Scotland was 
in 1635. In 1691 it was printed for the first time on the title page of the Acts of 
the General Assembly. It has appeared ever since on the official documents of 
the Church of Scotland. The motto used under the symbol by the Church of 
Scotland is the Latin motto: 


“Nec Tamen Consumebatur.” Not yet was it being consumed. The story of 
any Presbyterian Church is the story of the Burning Bush. Through the flame of 
persecution the church persists to tell the story of God’s unchangeable presence 
with his church. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN NAME 


The Presbyterian Church derives its name from a Greek word “PRESBU- 
TEROS” which means an elder. In the third chapter of Exodus when God called 
Moses to his great life work, he said to him, “Go and gather the elders of Israel 
together.” The elders of Israel were to play an important part in all the subse- 
quent history of Israel. After the return from the exile the Jews instituted the 
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synagogue. This was the church of their day where they gathered for their wor- 
ship. The elders of Israel had charge of the services. 


Jesus gave no positive command as to the government of his church. But 
the pattern of the New Testament Church was that of the Synagogue, that is, 
the elders conducted the worship. When the church had grown more prosperous 
and the elders in the larger places like Jerusalem, Rome, Antioch, Alexandria 
and Constantinople began to assume a more prominent part, the people began to 
look upon them as above them. So we find that in Rome the elder in the more 
prominent church was called in the Italian, “Papa” or Pope. 


For about one thousand years, which time is known as the “Dark Ages,” the 
church of Rome had almost universal rule in the church. Here and there, how- 
ever, there were churches which had maintained their simple worship. 


The Presbyterian Church in America was largely recruited from the Presby- 
terian Church in Scotland and in Ireland. Many of the Scotch and Irish historians 
believe that the church came to these two countries not by Rome but directly 
from Asia Minor. 


St. Patrick who probably lived during the fourth and fifth centuries was 
born in Scotland. 


“Patrick, as a saint, is a Roman Catholic. Historical Patrick was a Scotch Christian 
of the Presbyterian type, who called himself a Presbyter and reported three hundred 
and sixty-five bishops and three thousand presbyters in the North of Ireland.” 


Columbia who was a native of Ireland missionated in Scotland about the 
close of the sixth century and organized the Culdees on the Island of Iona. These 
Culdees did not belong to the Roman See but had many practices akin to Pres- 
byterianism. Under King Malcolm Canmore whose wife, Margaret, was a devout 
Romanist, the Culdees were forced into the Roman Church, about the year eleven 
hundred and fifty. So Scotland for about 400 years was a Roman Catholic 
Province. 


In 1560 under the leadership of John Knox, Scotland, made the Presbyterian 
Church the State Church and it remains so unto the present day. 


Under the Ulster Plantation during the reign of James the First of England 
many Scotsmen were transferred to Ulster in Ireland and their descendants have 
been known as the “Scotch-Irish.” A people who have reflected great honor 
wherever they have gone. The American Presbyterians are rightfully proud of 
their Scotch-Irish descent. 


HOW PRESBYTERIANISM CAME TO LEXINGTON 


“One September day in the year 1607, a small vessel of the old-fashioned 
type of naval architecture which prevailed three hundred and fifty years ago 
might have been seen working its way out of the wildly beautiful Lough Swilly, 
on the north-western coast of Ireland. Sailing cautiously along, with the lofty 
Slieve Snaught towering to the sky from out the wilds of Innishowen on the 
right, and the other Donegal mountains frowning down on the left, she at length 
leaves the calm waters of the picturesque lough behind, and finds herself on the 
rougher surface of the open sea.” Who are the two men on the deck casting eager 
looks at the land they are leaving forever? They were O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, and 
O'Donnell, Earl of Tyrconnel, who for years had been in open rebellion against 
the British Government. Now, that their power had been broken they are leav- 
ing to seek refuge on the Continent. With their departure a new chapter in 
Presbyterianism began not for Ireland alone but for America as well. 


The seat of the O’Neills and O’Donnells and their allies was Ulster, the most 
northern of the four provinces of Ireland, which is divided into nine counties, 
Antrim, Armagh, Donegal, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry, Monaghan and 
Tyrone. Because of the treason of O'Neill and O'Donnell, the province of Ulster 
was escheated to the British crown. 


THE PLANTATION OF ULSTER 


With this large territory at his disposal James the Sixth of Scotland and First 
of England decided to transplant from England and from Ayrshire and its ad- 
joining counties in Scotland settlers to this land to redeem it, and to hold it 
against the Irish, the Spanish and the French. The Plantation was carried out in 
the following manner: “The forfeited lands having been carefully surveyed were 
divided into tracts of 1,000, 1,500 and 2,000 acres each, and were granted to the 
approved settlers on certain conditions. The occupiers of the largest proportions 
were bound within four years to build a castle and bawn (i.e. a walled enclosure, 
usually with towers at the angles; within it was placed the house or castle, and it 
was sufficient to secure the inmates and their cattle from the incursions of the 
marauding Irish), and to plant on their estates forty-eight able men eighteen years 
old and upwards, of English or Scottish descent. Those of the second class were 
obliged to build within two years a strong stone or brick house and bawn; and 
those of the third class a bawn; while both were bound to plant a proportionate 
number of British families on their possessions, and to have their houses fur- 
nished with a sufficiency of arms.” The Scotch have always been good colonizers. 
By their ability and industry they soon transformed the land and made it a 
garden of fertility. 
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THE SCOTCH-IRISH 


The Scotch settlers carried their Presbyterianism and Calvinism with them 
into Ireland. Scotland had been Presbyterian since 1560 when the first Presby- 
terian Assembly was formed under the leadership of John Knox. King James the 
First did all he could to undo the work of the Presbyterian Church. He per- 
secuted the Scotch both in church and state. When their leases expired he 
did not renew them except at an exorbitant rate. The Scotch did not intermarry 
with the Irish. They were simply a Scotch colony in Ireland. They did not change 
their Scotch customs. By the privations which they endured they developed into 
a virile people. Because of their separateness they were called Scotch-Irish. The 
Presbyterian Church in America owes its existence in a large measure to the 
Scotch-Irish. 


THE SCOTCH-IRISH COME TO AMERICA 


The recognized founder of the Presbyterian Church in America was a Scotch- 
Irishman, Francis Makemie, who was born in Ramelton, County Donegal, Ire- 
land, in the year 1658. He was ordained by the Presbytery of Laggan in Ireland, 
the place and date are unknown. Soon after his ordination he came to America 
and established churches in Maryland and Virginia. He came to America about 
1683. Presbyterians were being greatly persecuted in Ireland when Makemie 
came to America. William Penn was opening Pennsylvania to immigration and 
the Scotch-Irish began leaving Ireland and settling in Pennsylvania. They were 
entering all the ports of Pennsylvania. The western portion of the state was 
opened almost entirely by the Scotch-Irish. They became too aggressive for the 
Quakers, settling in the territory that the Quakers had reserved for themselves. 
So at the solicitation of the Quakers we find them leaving for Virginia and the 
Carolinas. But before they left Pennsylvania the Presbyterian Church in America 
had become strong enough to organize a Presbytery in 1705-1706; and a Synod 
1a 0 el gs by 


The Scotch-Irish began going to Virginia in large numbers about 1730 and 
settling in the western part of the state or the mountainous regions. The Church 
of England was the established religion in Virginia. “Dissenters” were allowed 
few privileges and were not allowed to be married except by a minister of the 
Church of England. They were taxed to support the established Church. They 
could have no place of worship in any county seat. So devoted were the Scotch- 
Irish to their church despite all the hardships, by the year 1755, they had become 
strong enough to be organized into Hanover Presbytery. As Hanover Presbytery 
was the organizing agency of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky, it will be 
well to look into its contribution to civil and religious liberty. 


At his suggestion there is carved on the tombstone of Thomas Jefferson that 
he was the author of the statutes for religious freedom in Virginia. No one de- 
sires to detract from the services rendered by Mr. Jefferson but it can be pointed 
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out that Hanover Presbytery took a leading role in bringing religious freedom in 
Virginia. On October 7, 1776, a memorial was presented to the Virginia Legisla- 
ture from Hanover Presbytery. It is interesting to note that this memorial is 
signed by two Scotch-Irishmen, John Todd, successor of the celebrated Samuel 
Davies in Virginia and contributor of the first library to Transylvania University, 
and ancestor of Mr. William Gordon a member of the First Church in Lexington; 
and also signed by Caleb Wallace, who wrote the memorial. Caleb Wallace was 
one of the ablest men who pioneered to Kentucky. He helped to found Hampden- 
Sydney, Washington & Lee and Transylvania, three educational institutions 
which have had a large place in America’s educational program. Wallace has 
descendants in several of the Presbyterian Churches in Central Kentucky. 


Mr. Jefferson was a member of this legislature which received the memorial 
and wrote its sentiments into law. One paragraph from the memorial will show 
the tenor of the entire document. 


“Neither can it be made to appear that the gospel needs any such civil aid. We rather 
conceive that when our blessed Saviour declares that His kingdom is not of this world, 
he renounces all dependence upon state power, and as his weapons are spiritual, and 
were only designed to have influence on the judgment, and heart of man, we are 
persuaded that if mankind were left in the quiet possession of their inalienable rights 
and privileges, Christianity, as in the days of the Apostles, would continue to prevail 
and flourish in the greatest purity, by its own native excellence, and under the all 


disposing providence of God.” 


At the Timber Ridge Church, Virginia, April 25, 1777, another memorial 
against a law for taxation for religious purposes was adopted by Hanover Pres- 
bytery. The authors of this memorial were David Rice, “Father” of Kentucky 
Presbyterianism and Rev. Samuel Stanhope Smith, later President of Princeton, 
son-in-law of Rev. John Witherspoon and an ancestor of Mrs. R. M. Bagby, a 
member of First Church. Thomas Jefferson in commenting on his part to have 
this law rejected, said it was one of the hardest assignments of his life. The 
members of the First Church take a keen interest in these actions of Hanover 
Presbytery, because in 1784 when Mt. Zion Church was organized it was under 
the jurisdiction of Hanover Presbytery, and it was in 1786 that Transylvania 
Presbytery was organized out of Hanover. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Lexington traces its Presbyterial ancestry 
as follows: Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery was formed by the union of West 
Lexington and Ebenezer in 1935. Ebenezer was formed out of West Lexington in 
1820; West Lexington from Transylvania in 1799; Transylvania from Hanover in 
1786; Hanover from New Castle in 1755; New Castle from the Original Presby- 
tery in 1816; the Original Presbytery in 1705-1706. Francis Makemie was or- 
dained by the Laggen Presbytery in Ireland. The First Presbytery in Ireland was 
formed on June 10, 1642, by Scottish chaplains and their ruling elders who had 
come over to Ireland under the Ulster Plantation. 
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Presbyterianism had a circuitous route to reach Lexington. It came by way 
of Geneva; Scotland; Ireland; Pennsylvania; New York and New Jersey; Mary- 
land; Virginia and the Carolinas. Many of the typical characteristics of the 
Scotch-Irish are to be found among the membership of the First Church today. 


Adam Rankin was enrolled as a member of Hanover Presbytery on May 18, 
1784, and a few months later came to Lexington to found the Mount Zion Church, 
later to become the First Presbyterian Church. He found many Scotch-Irish here 
awaiting him ready to aid in the formation of the church. Some of their descend- 
ants are in the First Church today. 


In June, 1775 a party of hunters consisting of 


James Dunkin (Duncan) 
Isaac Greer 

John Haggin 
Simon Kenton 
William McConnell 
James Masterson 
John Maxwell 
Robert Patterson 
Hugh Shannon 
Michael Stoner 
John Todd 

Levi Todd 


left Harrodsburg, Kentucky, and camped on the present site of Lexington. The 
first battle of the Revolutionary War had recently been fought in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, and in honor of that event the campsite was named Lexington. 


The names of John Maxwell and Robert Patterson appear on all of the early 
documents connected with the First Presbyterian Church in Lexington. Several 
of the members of the First Church today are descendants of some of these 
campers. 


Mr. Louis Lee Haggin, II, is a great-great-great-great grandson of John 
Haggin. 


Mr. George Anderson is a descendant of William McConnell. 


Mr. John Berryman Farra and Mr. Stuart Gay Berryman are great-great- 
great grandsons of General Levi Todd. 


Probably some of the other hunters have descendants in the First Church 
who are unknown to the writer. 


Photo by J. Winston Coleman, Jr. 


Building of the Experiment Station on the campus of the University of Kentucky. 
Site of Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church in 1784. 


The Mount Zion Church 


The beginning of the Presbyterian Church in Lexington centers around the 
name of Adam Rankin. 


“Adam Rankin, a native of Western Pennsylvania was received candidate, Novem- 
ber, 1781, at the Stone meeting-house, Augusta, and at New Providence was licensed, 
October 25th, 1782, in company with Samuel Houston, Samuel Carrick and Andrew 
McClure. October 29th, 1783, steps were taken preparatory for his ordination, and 
he was enrolled at Bethel, May 18, 1784. He emigrated to Kentucky, and is the hero 
of many pages of Davidson’s History of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky. A man 
of fiery zeal, he believed himself called of God to reform the church, particularly in 
Psalmody.” 


So wrote Dr. William Henry Foote in his Sketches of Virginia. 


Dr. Robert Davidson, in The History of the Presbyterian Church in the State 
of Kentucky, wrote: 


“The Rev. Adam Rankin .. having received a call from the Presbyterians of Lex- 
ington, was organizing a church in that thriving town, under the name of Mount Zion. 
He arrived on the Ist of October, 1784, and immediately found himself surrounded 
by a large congregation. It is related that on sacramental occasions, when the number 
was swelled by persons from contiguous parts of the country, not less than five hundred 
communicants attended.” 
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There is no record in the minutes of Hanover Presbytery of the organization 
of the church in Lexington. It is believed that Adam Rankin gathered the Pres- 
byterians and organized them into a church. Before Transylvania Presbytery was 
organized in 1786, a conference of Presbyterians was held at the Cane Run 
Church March 80th, 1785. At this conference Mr. Rankin and two elders, Richard 
Steele and John Brooker, were in attendance. At another conference held in the 
Cane Run Meeting-house, July 12, 1785, John McConnell and David Logan were 
present from the Mount Zion Church. When Transylvania Presbytery was or- 
ganized on October 17, 1786, Richard Steele from Mount Zion was one of the 
five ruling elders present. 


Mr. Rankin was pastor of the Pisgah Church also. He became unacceptable 
to some of the members of the Pisgah Church because he disciplined one of his 
elders who had invited ministers of other denominations to preach in his home. 
On April 27, 1791, the Presbytery of Transylvania met at Dick's River when a 
petition signed by “a member of the Pisgah congregation, praying dismission from 
the pastoral care” of the Reverend Adam Rankin, was presented. 


There had been dissatisfaction with Mr. Rankin by members of the Mount 
Zion congregation. On October 29, 1789, Transylvania Presbytery received the 
following communication: 


Lexington, October 29th, 1789 


At a meeting of several Members of Mr. Rankin’s Congregation, it was agreed 
on to appoint Commissioners whose Duty it shall be to lay before the Committee 
of Presbytery an Application of Sundry People in Lexington and the neighborhood 
thereof for to obtain the Consent and Aprobation of Presbytery to be separated from 
under the Care of Mr. Rankin and Recognized and acknowledged by s’d Presbytery a 
seperate Congregation, and to show Reasons why they make such an application to s‘d. 
Committee, and to Call on others for that Purpose to give their Reasons, &c. 


We the subscribers, being members of Mr. Rankin’s congregation, being dissatis- 
fied with Mr. Rankin as their Minister. 


Whether the Gentlemen met together are of opinion that the following Points 
are eligible to be contain’d in Particulars to be submitted to the consideration of the 
Presbytery. 


lst That as Professors of Christianity they consider it as highly inconsistent to attend 
Public Worship only once a Fortnight when from their greatly increased number since 
their first establishment they have become fully capable to maintain a Minister to ad- 
minister to them every Lord’s Day, that besides their concern herein as to their own 
Spiritual Benefit, they cannot but consider it as just (for) the Presbytery to grant us 
permission to take the necessary Measures for the accomplishment of this end, which 
is proposed to be effected by obtaining subscriptions sufficient for the erecting of a 
Meeting (house) in the Town of Lexington, which there is no doubt of our being 
able to carry into execution. We submitting therefore these our Requests to the Con- 
sideration of Your Reverend Body, as in Duty bound shall pray. 
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The oldest document of the Lexington Congregation 


March 28, 1789 


“We the first Presbyterian Congregation in & about Lexington being impressed 
with (the) disadvantage of having no place of worship in said Town find ourselves 
under the necessity of coming into the resolution of building a church by donations on 
a lot in said Town given by the Trustees for said purpose, and as soon as a sufficiency 
of money and property is subscribed we the under written are to be notify’d to attend 
at some convient place and a majority of those attending are to choose managers whose 
business is to lay off the plan of sd. house contract with workmen to build the sd. house 
and be authorized to call on the subscribers for the sums annexd. to the different names. 


And for the purpose above mentioned we the under named do promise to pay or 
cause to be paid unto the aforesaid commissioners duly authorized & chosen the several 
sums, and for the time being do authorize Col. Robert Patterson, Mr. James Parker & 
Mr. Samuel Blayer to carry the above Resolution into effect done in Lexington this 
28th of March, 1789.” 
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Mr. Rankin had become obsessed with the idea that Rouse’s version of the 
Psalms was the only version which the church should use—many of his members 
believed that Watt’s version was better adapted for use in public worship. 


Mr. Rankin because of his censorious attitude toward his brethren was 
brought to trial by Transylvania Presbytery in Stonermouth Church, Bourbon 
County, on April 25, 1792. Presbytery censured him for his conduct and declared 
him suspended from the exercise of all ministerial functions. He refused to sub- 
mit to the decision of Presbytery and withdrew with a large portion of the per- 
sons present following him. Presbytery finally deposed him from the exercise of 
all ministerial functions on October 2, 1792. He later was received into the mem- 
bership of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 


In 1797 the followers of Mr. Rankin built an Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church at the southeast corner of Short and Walnut Streets, in Lexington. 


Before dismissing Mr. Rankin it will be well to speak of the location of the 
Mount Zion Church. It has been supposed that the Mount Zion Church stood at 
Walnut and Short Streets. This church was never called the Mount Zion Church. 


Adam Rankin bought 190 acres of the 1,000 acre pre-emption of Alexander 
McConnell. About the same time John Maxwell bought the pre-emption of Col. 
Robert Patterson. It developed that Rankin’s and Maxwell’s lands overlapped. 
Rankin built the Mount Zion Church on his land. The building of the Experiment 
Station of the University of Kentucky occupies the site of the Mt. Zion Church. 
Two items in the Kentucky Gazette in March 1797, establish beyond a doubt the 
site of the Mount Zion Church. 

The Kentucky Gazette, March 15, 1797:— 

“For Sale by public auction at 12 o’clock on Wed. the 29th inst, the House adjacent 
to the lands of Mr. John Maxwell, lately used as a place of worship, and known by the 
name of Mount Zion Meeting house. The terms will be made known at the time of 


Sale by Wm. Gibson and Elijah Poage. N.B. The house is to be taken away by the 
purchaser.” 


The Kentucky Gazette, March 25, 1797:— TAKE NOTICE 

“Mr. Wm. Gibson and Elijah Poage has offered for sale the meeting house formerly 
occupied by Mr. Adam Rankin, better known by the name of Mount Zion. The house 
stands on my premises. I therefore forewarn all persons from purchasing said house 
or any part thereof as I am determined to prosecute them as the law directs. 

March 24, 1797. John Maxwell” 

A lawsuit over this land was in the courts for several years. John Maxwell 
and Adam Rankin were the contestants. After Maxwell’s death, July 2, 1819, the 
land was awarded to Rankin. After passing from the Rankin family to many other 
owners it was finally acquired by the University of Kentucky and on this site the 
University built the house for the experiment station. 


We have no description of the kind of building the Mount Zion Church used. 
It was probably a log house. Most of the early churches in Kentucky began in 
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log buildings. The building became too small so we find an item in the Kentucky 
Gazette in 1788 which mentions the building of an addition to the Meeting-House. 
This suggests that the congregation was increasing and required more room. 

“Notice is hereby given to those who subscribed to the building of the new 
addition to the Presbyterian meeting-house at Lexington, to pay in their sub- 
scription in pork or corn as those articles are immediately wanted for the work- 
men, and will be received at the market price in Lexington by, 


| Samuel Blair.” 
From Kentucky Gazette, January 19, 1788: 


“We are under the necessity once more of earnestly requesting all those who 
have not paid up their subscriptions for building the new addition to the 
Presbyterian meeting house at Lexington, to pay up immediately, as the work- 
men are pushing us for their pay. Bacon, hemp, linen, wheat and corn will be 
received if brought in immediately, otherwise their obligation for money will be 
received by the workmen if given at June court, or as soon as possible. 

Joseph Kyle 


Samuel Blair” 


The Kentucky Gazette, Saturday, June 7, 1788. 


Thumbnail sketches of persons who 
from 1784 to 1810 aided the Lexington 
Presbyterian Church by subscriptions 
to pastors’ salary and to the building 
fund and in numerous other ways. 


ALEXANDER ADAMS 
The trustees of Lexington on July 4, 1789, appointed a committee consisting 
of Moses Patterson and Alexander Adams to wall up the spring on Lower Street. 
“Died on Saturday morning, January 12th, 1805. Mr. Alexander Adams, aged 
85 years, one of the first settlers in the town.” 


JOHN ALLERSON 
He was a wheelright. 


In Kentucky Gazette, June 30th, 1792, he advertises that he is in the Blue 
Dyeing Business. 


GEORGE ANDERSON 
Born in Inniskillen, County Sligo, Ireland in 1758 and died in 1814. Married 
Rhoda Oliver. He has many descendants in Louisville. 


He came from Carlisle, Pennsylvania in company with his father in 1788 
and opened his store. Member of the first uniformed militia west of the Allegheny 
Mountains; signed resolutions against gaming on October 4, 1797; an auctioneer; 
director of the Kentucky Vineyard Company. Subscribed to Rev. Wm. Calhoun’'s 
salary for the Presbyterian Church in 17938. 
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ROBERT BARR 

Came to Lexington in 1784 from Philadelphia and died September 8, 1821. 
Lived on an elegant estate of six hundred acres commencing at the edge of the 
town on the Paris Road; very successful merchant; hemp first mentioned in Ken- 
tucky Gazette May 3, 1788, when Robert Barr had hemp seed for sale; trustee of 
town of Lexington in 1790; one of organizers of town library, January 1, 1795; 
September 30, 1797, signed resolution against the practice of gaming; in 1788 
helped to lay off ground for a school; on July 28, 1787, member of town board 
to give John Bradford in lot No. 48, if he would set up a printing press; on Sept. 
11, 1793 signed the call for Rev. William Calhoun as pastor of Presbyterian 
Church; all in all an outstanding citizen. His second daughter, Rebecca, married 
Dr. Elisha Warfield, one of the most prominent citizens of Lexington. He died in 
Franklin, Missouri, September 8, 1821, aged 72 years. 


MONTGOMERY BELL 
Montgomery Bell was a hatmaker and on January 30, 1792, advertised that 
he wanted beaver skins, otter, raccoon, wildcat and muskrat hides. He later 
owned an iron furnace on the Cumberland River, and made his home in Nashville. 
He was very wealthy and a bachelor. 


SAMUEL BLAIR 
Samuel Blair was a very active citizen. On March 7, 1788, appointed on a 
committee to build a bridge over Elkhorn at Cross Street; town trustee in 1790; 
justice of Fayette County in 1795; treasurer of Transylvania University; in 1788 
helped to lay off ground for a school; member of board to give John Bradford a 
lot if he should set up a printing shop. Signed call for Rev. William Calhoun in 
1793. 


“Samuel Blair eminent for his virtues.” 


THOMAS BROOKS 
He was a trustee in Maysville in 1787. 


JOHN CLARK 
Signed Citizens Compact, January 25, 1780; on March 26, 1781. Given town 
lot #15; drew outlot M; helped to build the fort in 1781; in 1791 he was living 
at Main and Main Cross Streets. 


JOHN COCKE 
John Cocke came to Lexington before 1790 and was an esteemed citizen for 
many years. He built the first water mill in Lexington about 1788 and furnished 
first good loaf of bread for sale here. A street was named in his honor. He was a 
town trustee in 1795; a trustee of Transylvania; July 3, 1790 appointed on com- 
mittee to build new Market House; May 11, 1801, he announced that he is doing 
blue dyeing; in the 1806 directory he is listed as a baker on Main Street. 
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DR. RICHARD DOWNING 
Reputed to have reached Lexington in 1787; paid taxes in 1791; lived on 
Main Street just west of Broadway; surgeon’s mate to Colonel Griffith’s bat- 
talion in the Maryland Line during the Revolutionary War; died in Lexington, 
August 25, 1812; his wife Margaret died April 9, 1806; trustee of Lexington 
library; on April 9, 1806, endorsed Olympia Springs as a health resort. 


JOHN HAWKINS 


In 1788 John Hawkins was a member of the first uniformed militia company 
west of the Allegheny Mountains. 


In 1792, a magistrate in Fayette county. 
In 1794 mentioned as a Trustee of the Lexington Presbyterian congregation. 


On September 8, 1800, fifteen delegates from the five Masonic lodges of 
Kentucky met in Lexington for the purpose of forming an independent Grand 
Lodge. John Hawkins of Scott county was elected Chairman. 


ROBERT HOLMES 
Came with George Anderson in 1788 from Carlisle, Pennsylvania; carried on 
his business as chair maker and wheelright adjoining his residence at N.E. corner 
of Short and Broadway; member of first uniformed militia; had shoe shop in his 
house; sold paint; town trustee 1802-1804; advertised for hog bristles for his brush 
factory. 


JOSEPH HUDSON 
Joseph Hudson came to Lexington from Pennsylvania. He was an excellent 
man and esteemed as a merchant, from 1795-1815. His partner was James H. Her- 
vey. They were esteemed members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Hudson’s son, 
John, was a Presbyterian minister. 


Mr. Hervey married as his second wife, Miss Lex of Philadelphia. She was 
also a Presbyterian. She returned to Philadelphia after Mr. Hervey's death. 


THOMAS JANUARY 
Thomas January, son of Peter January, came with his father from Pennsyl- 
vania in 1781. He was a manufacturer of hemp and had rope walks; member 
of the first militia; town trustee in 1796; managed the Market House; one of the 
organizers of the library; town trustee in 1799; represented Fayette County in the 
State Legislature in 1793; promoter of the lunatic asylum. 


DAVID KIRKPATRICK 
Charter member in 1788 of the military organization. On April 28, 1792, 
Byers and Kirkpatrick announced their firm dissolved on account of the death of 
David Kirkpatrick. 
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WILLIAM LEAVY, SR. 

William Leavy, a native of county of Langford, Ireland, came to America 
in 1775. He served for five years in the Pennsylvania Line in the Revolutionary 
War; lived in Carlisle, Pennsylvania until 1787, when he came to Lexington; a 
very successful merchant having his store in same spot for 43 years. He died in 
1831 in the 76th year of his age. He was public spirited and aided in making 
Lexington a great place to live. He was a member of the Roman Catholic Church. 


DAVID LOGAN 
When the second conference of Presbyterian leaders met in the Cane Run 
Meeting-house, Tuesday, July 12, 1785, John McConnell and David Logan rep- 
resented the Mount Zion Church. 


David Logan was a Justice of the Peace in Fayette County in 1799; on May 
7, 1805 he advertised that he is making and repairing umbrellas; in 1806, he 
announces that he proposes to establish a linen and woolen tape manufactory 
and will use machines; in 1797 trustee of the Lexington Seminary of Education; 
this was under control of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian church. 


Mr. Logan was a very close friend of Rev. Adam Rankin, and went with him 
into the Associate Reformed church. 


Mr. Logan became a large land owner, owning the farm on the Iron Works 
Road now owned by Mrs. E. D. Downing and was buried on his farm. His tomb- 
stone states that he “died November 1, 1824 and in the 67th year of his age.” 


THOMAS LOVE 

Thomas Love announces on May 24, 1793, “that he is manufacturing nails.” 
James H. Stewart appointed in 1794, by Governor Isaac Shelby a Lieutenant in 
Fayette County Militia in place of Thomas Love, “who has accepted a position 
under the general government’; in November 1795 the Kentucky Gazette men- 
tions the removal of Major Thomas Love, Master of the Masonic lodge for the 
year, to the town of Frankfort; appointed Clerk of the Market house in 1796; 
bought in 1797 from General James Wilkinson, the house which Wilkinson built 
in 1786. The house was known as “Love Tavern.” It was used by the Kentucky 
Legislature from 1793 until the new capitol was built. 


JAMES LOWERY 
On October 12, 1793, James Lowery announces he has begun making spin- 
ning wheel irons, also door locks and other locks of various kinds at his shop on 
Upper Street opposite Colonel Robert Patterson. On December 1, 1798, the trus- 
tees of the town notified him that his chimney was a fire hazard. 


MARY McCONNELL 
Subscribed to Rev. William Calhoun’s salary in 1793; sued by John Coburn 


over land. 
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ANDREW McCALLA 

Andrew McCalla came from Philadelphia to Lexington and vicinity before 
1793. In the fall of 1795 he sold his farm nine miles from Lexington in Jessamine 
County to Col. David Meade who named his farm Chaumiere which became one 
of the show places in Kentucky. McCalla came to Lexington after selling his 
farm and opened the first apothecary shop in Lexington on the N. E. corner of 
Market Street and fronted the N. W. corner of the court house square, the lot 
extended to First or Church Street. He was the first librarian of the public library. 
He and his wife were pious members of the First Presbyterian Church. Their son 
Rev. William L. McCalla was a celebrated Presbyterian minister. He was one, if 
not the first mover, for the establishment of the hospital for the insane. He was 


public spirited and an outstanding citizen of Lexington for many years. He died 
November 28, 1832. 


WILLIAM McCONNELL 

William McConnell was in the party of hunters who in 1775 founded Lexing- 
ton. This party of hunters assisted McConnell to build a rude cabin as a foun- 
dation for a land title. McConnell signed Citizens Compact, January 25, 1780; 
elected town trustee March 16, 1782; received town lot #69, March 26, 1781; 
his outlots were 19 and 44; served in the militia; helped to build the fort; peti- 
tioner to the speaker of the Virginia Assembly to establish the town of Lexing- 
ton dated April 14, 1782; had first tan yard in the new country; town trustee in 
1786; magistrate in Fayette County in 1792; trustee of Lexington in suit against 
John Bradford. 


PATRICK McCULLOUGH 

Patrick McCullough, a native of Ireland came to Lexington about 1784 and 
became a leading merchant. Mr. Lewis Sanders, long prominent in Lexington 
affairs, was a clerk in Mr. McCullough’s store and was given a handsome prop- 
erty by Mr. McCullough. Mr. McCullough was a member of the first uniformed 
militia west of the Alleghenies in 1788. Mr. McCullough’s partner in business 
was George Teagarden. Mr. McCullough died December 31, 1804. John Brad- 
ford was appointed to settle his estate. Relatives came from Ireland to claim his 
property. 

JAMES McDOWELL 

James McDowell served in the expedition against the Indian towns on the 
Wabash in June 1791; magistrate in Fayette County in 1792; Lieutenant Colonel 
in Third Regiment in 1792; justice of Fayette County in 1796; subscribed to Rev. 
William Calhoun’s salary in 1793. 


JOHN McDOWELL 
John McDowell was a magistrate in Fayette County in 1792; major in Third 
Regiment in 1792; member of Fayette Quarter Session Court; Director of Tran- 
sylvania Library; member of Kentucky Legislature in 1799; member of Kentucky 
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Constitutional Convention in 1799; on September 14, 1800 he examined Robert 
McAfee as an applicant to practice law; director of Lexington Library in 1803; 
Trustee of First Presbyterian Church; signed call to Rev. William Calhoun in 
1793. He died in July, 1835. 


SAMUEL McMILLAN 

Samuel McMillan drew out lot D in 1781; helped to build the fort; signed 
petition April 14, 1782 to establish the town of Lexington; member of the first 
militia; town trustee 1790-1792; member of town board to build a canal and to 
plant locusts; sold lot at southwest corner of Short and Dewesse streets in 1789 
to the Methodist for a church; signed call to Rev. William Calhoun in 1793. When 
Colonel Robert Patterson surveyed Lexington for the first time Samuel Mc- 
Millan was the chain carrier. 


JAMES AND DAVID MACCOUN 
James and David Maccoun, brothers, came from Mercer County in 1794 to 
Lexington. They had a store on Main Street opposite the court house. They were 
successful for many years but failed in 1817, but were still highly regarded. They 
were esteemed members of the First Presbyterian Church. 
James Maccoun was the first to establish and carry on with very little help 
a Sunday School in the First Church. This was in 1806. 


JOHN McNAIR 
Had a tavern named “Sign of the Buffalo” on Main Street opposite the court 
house; moved to his farm two miles from Lexington on the Tates Creek road; in 
December 1795 appointed a justice of Fayette County. The Gazette dated August 
31, 1801, announced the death of John McNair, a tavern keeper and among the 
early settlers here. 


HENRY MARSHALL 

Henry Marshall came from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania about lia 
He owned a tavern on Main Street; elected town trustee in 1795; allowed two 
pounds and nine pence for repairing the public spring; in 1794 appointed to 
supervise the spring at the school house and to watch the spring at the State 
House; he and John Bradford rented from the trustees the land Main Street, which 
was the old State House and now site of J. D. Purcell’s Store; on March 29, 1803 
elected a director of Kentucky Vineyard Company; on May 31, 1806 the death 
yesterday of Capt. Henry Marshall one of the early settlers of the town, was 
announced. He was a trustee of the Presbyterian Church and signed the call to 
Rev. William Calhoun in 1793. 


JOHN MAXWELL 
John Maxwell one of the early settlers of Lexington. Maxwell Street named 
for him; owned land now owned by the University of Kentucky; helped to build 
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the fort in 1779; magistrate of F ayette County in 1792; town assessor in 1792; on 
November 17, 1798 elected Chairman of St. Andrews Society, composed of men 
of Scotch descent; on July 4, 1804, was vice president of the celebration of Inde- 
pendence day, when a large crowd assembled at Maxwell Springs on his farm; 
was a trustee of First Presbyterian Church in 1792 and signed a lease; “Captain” 
a celebrated Negro preacher, preached on a lot owned by John Maxwell. One 
daughter married Luther Stephens and another married Hallet M. Winslow. 
Stephens and Winslow were very successful business men. He died July 2, 1819. 


“An old city graveyard situated on Bolivar Street, near the workhouse given 
by Mr. Maxwell, used by many of early and respectable citizens of town and 
country, the Barrs, Parkers and others, but not well kept, except always well 
enclosed.” 


ROBERT MEGOWAN 


Robert Megowan married Mary Parker, daughter of James Parker and his 
wife Mary Todd Parker. Robert Megowan was one of the early tavern keepers in 
Lexington, he came here about 1787; his tavern stood at what today is 140 West 
Main, the tavern was named “Sheaf of Wheat”. John Postlethwait and William 
Leavy boarded with him upon their arrival in Lexington. His wife was a sister of 
John and Robert Parker. In 1793 the town trustees “leased to Robert Megowan 
for six months the senate chamber and the small committee room next to the 
same’. He served several years as town trustee. The Gazette of December 20, 
1796 announced that members of the Order of Cincinnati would meet at the home 
of Robert Megowan to form a Society. He was a trustee of the First Presbyterian 
Church in 1792. His death was announced in the Gazette in May 1804. He died 
May 17, 1804. 


ALEXANDER PARKER 


Alexander Parker with his brother James came to Lexington in 1784 from 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania and opened a store. He was elected a trustee of Lexington 
in 1793 and served in this office for many years afterwards. He was active in 
many ways for the good of Lexington. He was a trustee of the insurance com- 
pany; he was also interested in the construction of the canal at the Falls of the 
Ohio. He sold the interest in his store in 1805 to J. Gray. On July 2, 1800 he 
was elected “Major, lst Battalion 42nd Regiment.” In 1792 he was a trustee of 
the First Presbyterian Church. He died in Frankfort in July 1830. 


JAMES PARKER 
Came with his brother, Alexander, from Carlisle, Pennsylvania in 1784. He 
scon took an active part in public affairs. In 1787 was a member of the town 
trustees to grant in lot #41 to John Bradford if he would open a printing press 
here. 


He was a town trustee for many years. On March 8, 1790, he was on the 
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committee to correct the books of the Trustees. On January 1, 1795 he was one of 
the founders of the public library. 


His death was announced in the Kentucky Gazette on March 8, 1796. He was 
buried in Mr. Rankin’s church yard. 


He was born in 1716, died December 12, 1797. He married Mary Todd, 
sister of Rev. John Todd who gave the library to Transylvania. Mary Todd was 
an aunt of the three Todd brothers, Col. John, General Robert and General Levi 
Todd, early Lexingtonians. James Parker and Mary Parker were great-great 
grandparents of Mrs. Jean Todhunter (Mrs. A. Prewitt) Payne. Robert Parker, son 
of James Parker and Mary Parker was grandfather of Mary Todd Lincoln. 


On March 28, 1789, James Parker, Robert Patterson and Samuel Blair were 
appointed by the First Presbyterian Congregation to raise funds to build a church 
building in Lexington. 


ROBERT PATTERSON 

Robert Patterson, as one of the founders of Lexington, left an indelible im- 
pression upon this city. He was also a founder of Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio. 
He was born near Cove Mountain, Pennsylvania, in 1753 and died on his estate 
“Rubicon Farm” near Dayton, Ohio, in August 1827. He held many offices in 
Lexington, town trustee for many years; fought in Dunmore’s War in 1774; in 
1775 built a cabin on the site of the present Georgetown; fought in the Kaskaskia 
campaign; built a cabin in Lexington in 1779; officer in the first militia in Ken- 
tucky; town trustee for many years; fought at Blue Licks in 1782; sheriff of 
Fayette County; represented Kentucky in the Virginia Assembly, 1789-1790, 
director of the public library; director of Kentucky Vineyard Company; trustee 
of First Presbyterian Church; signed call for William Calhoun to be pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in 1793; moved to Ohio in 1804. One of his daughters 
married Rev. James Welsh, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, another 
daughter married John Steele who has many descendants in central Kentucky. 


JOHN POSTLETHWAIT 
John Postlethwait came from Carlisle, Pennsylvania in 1790; opened a tavern 
in 1797, at Main and Limestone, site of the Phoenix Hotel; member of the first 
militia; captain of the Lexington Light Infantry in 1797; town trustee in 1794; 
cashier of the Kentucky Insurance Bank in 1806; became a vestryman in the 
Episcopal Church in 1806. 


JOHN SMITH 


John Smith in 1790 announced the opening of a butcher shop; elected a 
town trustee in 1795; member of the German Lutheran Church in 1792. He died 
July 29, 1826. He was a prominent manufacturer. 


ROBERT STEELE 
He was on the building committee in 1792 when First Presbyterian Church’s 
building was erected. He was a trustee of Transylvania University. 
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WALTER TAYLOR 


In 1794 Walter Taylor received three pounds for filling the holes on Short 
Street. 


WILLIAM TOD 

Mr. William Tod, a Scotchman and Mr. John Jones, an Englishman, were 
near neighbors. The former became a convert to Christianity by the perusal of 
one of its article—the able article of Dr. Craig on Christianity, his whole family 
male and female became pious; his son, Rev. David Tod, became a very active 
and useful minister of the Presbyterian Church of extensive labors in different 
parts of the land, his son, Wm. F. Tod, a hat manufacturer, a zealous and devoted 
member and a liberal one of the same church. Wm. Tod presented the only copy, 
in the Lexington Library of Grove’s Moral Philosophy in two volumes in 1788 by 
Rev. Henry Groves of Taunton. 


GEORGE TEAGARDEN 

George Teagarden came to Lexington about 1786 from Mercersburg, Penn- 
sylvania and had a business partnership with Patrick McCullough. He was a good 
humored and companionable man. He owned a farm of 300 acres about one or 
two miles west of Lexington between the Frankfort and Georgetown roads. He 
was a member of the first militia; town trustee for many years; employed on 
October 22, 1798, to build a stone gutter at Main Street and Broadway. He signed 
the call to Rev. Calhoun in 1793. 


JACOB TODHUNTER 

Jacob Todhunter married Elizabeth Parker, daughter of James Parker and 
Mary Todd Parker. Jacob Todhunter and Elizabeth Parker were the great grand- 
parents of Mrs. Jean Todhunter (Mrs. A. Prewitt) Payne. On November 16, 1790, 
Jacob Todhunter announced that he had erected a tanyard near John Parker's 
mill below South Elkhorn; he announced that he had an opening for an appren- 
tice to learn the tanning business. 

He died in Jessamine County, December 3, 1832. 


GEORGE TROTTER, SR. 

George Trotter, Sr. of Staunton, Virginia, the younger brother of Col. James 
Trotter, came to Lexington about 1794 and engaged in the mercantile business 
with his brother Samuel. He was a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church in 
1792. On September 1, 1818, his daughter Margaret, married Capt. Leslie Combs. 

Mr. Trotter died July 25, 1832, aged 73 years. 


COLONEL JAMES TROTTER 
Colonel James Trotter came from Augusta County, Virginia at an early date 
and took a commanding place in the community. Among his public services were: 
represented Fayette County in the convention in Danville in 1785; helped to pre- 
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pare tax list for Lexington and Fayette County; had command of a division of 
300 men in Harmar’s Defeat in October 1790; appointed a magistrate in Fayette 
County in 1792; Col. of Second Regiment in Fayette County Militia in 1790; 
member of County Court in 1792; Assessor for town of Lexington in 1793; Justice 
to the Quarterly County Court in 1796; helped organize Transylvania Library on 
January 1, 1795; signed resolution against gaming September 30, 1797; elected 
State Senator in 1801; chairman of the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Uni- 
versity in 1805; on building committee of the First Presbyterian Church in 1792; 
signed the call for Rev. William Calhoun to be pastor of the First Church in 
1792; on Committee to build court house in 1788; on Committee to build County 
jail in 1790. 


Col. Trotter lived on the Tates Creek Road on the farm known until re- 
cently as the “Berry Farm’. 


He died August 5, 1827. 


THOMAS WALLACE 

Thomas Wallace, a native of Ireland, came to Lexington about 1790 and 
established his store on Main Street opposite the court house and continued until 
1819. He lived in a two story house at the S. W. corner of High and Mill Streets. 
He was an active and respected citizen being a director of the Kentucky Insur- 
ance Company and a trustee of Transylvania. He was a trustee of the Presby- 
terian Church in 1792. He moved to Shelby County and died there at an ad- 
vanced age. He was active in Masonry and in 1806 was Master of Lexington 
Lodge #1. 


THOMAS WHITNEY 
Thomas Whitney was born in Ireland. In 1795 he announced the sale of the 
house of John Van Pelt. He became a naturalized American citizen in 1798. He 
was a cabinet maker. In 1795 he was appointed on a committee to pave Main 
Street. In 1803 he was elected a town trustee and served for several years. In 
January 1791 he subscribed for a pastor's salary. 
He died Friday, August 6, 1819. 


The Church on Mill Street 


The desire for a church was early in the minds of the inhabitants of Lexing- 
ton. The town trustees on December 20, 1781, passed the following resolution: 


“Ordered—That 13 poles square be left for a house of worship and a grave- 
yard to include the old burying ground.” 


When Adam Rankin reached Lexington in 1784, he probably was apprised 
of the fact that ground had been set aside for a church in Lexington. Rankin had 
come from Virginia where no dissenters could have a church in the county seat. 
There was no Presbyterian church in any town in Virginia until the Revolutionary 
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War. Presbyterians had become accustomed to country churches. So Rankin 
built Mount Zion Church outside the limits of Lexington. 


After some of Rankin’s followers, in Lexington, became dissatisfied with him 
measures were taken to have a Presbyterian Church in the town of Lexington. 


Ata Meeting of Transylvania Presbytery in the Mount Zion Church, April 29, 
1790, permission was given to build a house in Lexington: 


“A petition from a number of persons living in Lexington and the neighborhood there- 
about requesting liberty to build a house of worship in this town. 

Presbytery took under consideration the petition from Lexington and its neighborhood, 
find some difficulty attending it, but on considering the situation of the inhabitants 
of Lexington, they are induced to think it reasonable that a house of worship be erected 
in Lexington where the petitioners may think proper.” 


On November 12, 1787, the town trustees voted to give the site of the old 
graveyard to the Baptist and Presbyterians, each denomination getting one-half 
of the ground. 


“Ground given to the Baptists and Presbyterians for Churches. 
Resolved, that one-half of the ground appropriated for the use of a house of public 
worship be granted to the people called regular Baptists to be laid off on the North 
West side extending from Main Street to Short Street, and that they shall erect a house 
thereon of public worship within the term of four years. 


Resolved, that one-half of the ground appropriated for the use of a house of public 
worship be granted to the people called Prisbeterians [sic] to be laid off on the South 
East side extending from Main Street to Short Street and that they shall erect thereon 
a house of public worship within the terms of four years.” 


(Minutes of Town Trustees, November 12, 1787.) 


The town trustees had previously expressed a desire to have a church in Lexington. 
On December 20, 1787, the trustees had resolved: 


“Ordered—That 13 poles square be left for a house of worship and a graveyard to 
include the old burying ground.” 


[It is interesting to note that the land granted to the Baptist Congregation November 
12, 1787 was not deeded to the Baptists until September 29, 1789, and the land granted 
at the same time to the Presbyterians was not deeded until May 7, 1791.] 


“Resolved, That a deed be made to the Prisbeterians [sic] congregation for one half 
of the lot or square in Lexington reserved for the purpose of a burying ground.” 


(Minutes of Trustees of Lexington, May 7, 1791.) 

NOTE:— 

The writer has been unable to learn when this land was alienated from the Pres- 
byterian Church. In 1859 when the Baptists desired to build on this ground the city 


attorney, Robert J. Breckinridge, Jr., ruled that the city had no claim to the property. 
There is no deed. showing where the Presbyterians transferred this land. 


The Baptist received their deed to this land on November 29, 1789, and the 
Presbyterian deed was dated May 7, 1791. The Presbyterians did not desire to 
build at the old graveyard (now the home of the First Baptist Church) but desired 
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the land between Main and Short and between Mill and Cheapside. Hence the 
following communication to the town trustees: 
The Presbyterians Desire to Purchase a Part of the Public Square. 

“Whereas, application has this day been made by Robert Megowan, Commissioner 
for the Prisbeterian [sic] Society to call a special meeting of the said Trustees in order 
to lay before them certain information received from the General Assembly of Virginia, 
to-wit: That a law has passed empowering the Trustees to sell a lot of ground in the 
town of Lexington for the purpose of erecting thereon a house of public worship and 
that the said Megowan as Commissioner informs they have already contracted for the 
building of a house for public worship and are under engagement to have the timbers 
on the ground by the 5th of this instant. Would wish therefore to encourage so laudable 
a purpose. 

We therefore resolve unanimously that the Clerk be directed to advertise the said 
lot to be sold to the biggest bidder agreeable to said law on Monday, May 8th.” 
(Minutes of Town Trustees, February 1, 1790.) 


In pursuance of the above resolution the following notice appeared in the Ken- 
tucky Gazette: 
“TO BE SOLD 
To the highest bidder, on Monday, the 10th day of May next, for ready cash. 


A lot of ground in the town of Lexington containing four poles on Main Street 
and 13 poles back, being a part of the town common, directed by an act of the Assembly 
of Virginia for the purpose of erecting thereon, a house of Divine public worship. No 
person need expect to become a purchaser without being legally authorized by the 
denomination to which he belongs. Further particulars will be made known at the 
time and place of sale. 

By order of the Trustees, 
April 3, 1790. Robert Parker, Clerk” 


See the Kentucky Gazette, Monday, April 19, 1790. Page 217. 
“To be let, the building of a meeting house in Lexington 50 feet long, 40 feet wide, 
22 feet high with a gallery 15 feet wide round 3 squares of the house. 
R. Patterson, R. Megowan, Committee.” 
Kentucky Gazette, June 27, 1789. 
It is interesting to note that the deeds for the burying ground lot and the 
Mill Street lot were given in one session of the trustees, May 7, 1791, and are 
recorded as if they were one deed, in the Fayette County Court Deed Book: 


Deed from Trustees of Lexington to the Trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Church, May 7, 1791:— 


“To all whom these presents shall come we Robert Patterson, Samuel Blair, 
John Coburn, Robert Barr, James Parker, Robert Parker and Samuel McMillan, 
Trustees for the town of Lexington send greetings. Know ye that whereas the 
general assembly of Virginia by an act entitled an act to establish a town at the 
Court house in the County of Fayette passed the first day of July one thousand 
and seven hundred and eighty-two did vest in the original Trustees and their 
successors a certain tract or parcel of land for the purpose of a town established 
the same by the name of Lexington with power in the said Trustees or any four 
of them to convey, to settlers and purchasers the several lots therein contained 
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in compliance with the trust reposed in us and in order to carry the said recited 
act into execution, we the said Trustees do convey to William Ward, Robert 
Megowan, John Maxwell, Harry Marshall and John Hawkins in trust and for the 
sole purpose of the Presbyterian church holding the doctrine and maintaining the 
discipline set forth in the Westminister Confession of Faith. Now in case of 
death, removal or resignation of any of the aforesaid Trustees then and in such 
case, the society or remaining Trustees shall and may chose others to fill the 
vacancies and so in the succession and the Trustees so appointed shall be vested 
with the full and ample authority as the original Trustees provided that always 
and forever, hereafter the Trustees aforesaid for the time being a majority of 
them shall preserve the premises hereafter mentioned to the church, one certain 
lot or parcel of land lying in the town aforesaid, which said lot was ordered to 
be sold by an act of the Virginia Assembly entitled an act empowering the 
Trustees of Lexington in the County of Fayette to sell a part of the public lots 
in the said town, for the purpose of erecting thereon a house of worship, and 
bounded as described in said act, and one other lot in said town, situate lying 
and being between Short Street and the ground granted by the said Trustees to 
the Baptist Society. Beginning at the north east corner of the Baptist lot, running 
thence north east corner of the Baptist lot, running thence north east to Short 
Street to David Stout's lot; thence with his line to the Baptist lott, thence with 
the same to the beginning. 


Together with all ways, waters, privileges, advantages and appurtenances 
of every nature thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining. To have and 
to hold the aforesaid lotts and their appertenances to the said Trustees and their 
successors for the intent and use before mentioned forever in as full and ample 
a manner as the same is vested in us. 


In Witness Whereof a majority of us the said Trustees of the town of Lex- 
ington have hereunto set our hands and affixed our seals the seventh day of May 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one. 


Robert Patterson (Seal) 
John Coburn (Seal) 
Robert Barr (Seal) 
James Parker (Seal) 
Robert Parker (Seal) 
Samuel Blair (Seal) 
Samuel McMillan” (Seal) 
Fayette County 
June Court 1791 
This Indenture was acknowledged in Court and acknowledged by Robert 
Patterson, Robert Barr, Robert Parker and Samuel McMillan a majority of the 
said Trustees and ordered to be recorded. 
Testee: Levi Todd, C.C. 
A Copy Teste: Levi Todd: GG: 
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State of Kentucky, 
Fayette Circuit Court, 

I, Thomas Bodley, Clerk of the Court for the Circuit aforesaid do certify that 
this indenture was this day produced to me in my office together with the cer- 
tificates thereto annexed and a true copy thereof is duly ordered on record in 
my Office. 

Given under my hand the six day of January one thousand eight hundred 
and five. 

Thos. Bodley, C.F.C.C. 
Deed Book B, page 248, Fayette County Court.” 

The church was frame and faced on Mill Street about 100 feet north of Main 
Street. The building was not completed all at one time, but in 1799 the gallery 
and a cupola with bell were added. 

In 1792 the congregation leased for 99 years the land on Main Street be- 
tween Mill and Cheapside running back 78 feet to a ten foot alley. This land 
consisted of four lots on each of which a three story house either of brick or of 
stone had to be built. The lots were leased to: 

Col. James Trotter 
Col. Thomas Irwin and his partner, John Bryson 
Elisha and Joseph Winter 
George Anderson. 
The Bank of Commerce is on the lot leased to George Anderson. 


The Early Pastors 

On February 17, 1796, Rev. James Welsh was ordained pastor of the Lex- 
ington and Georgetown churches, in which charge he continued until 1804. 

After Dr. Welsh’s departure Dr. James Blythe supplied the church for about 
two years. 

Rev. John Poage Campbell, one of the ablest of the pioneer Presbyterian 
ministers supplied for one year. 

Rey. John Lyle who founded the first school exclusively for women in the 
West, and one of the first in the United States, also supplied for a time. 

Rev. Robert Stuart, D.D., pastor of the Walnut Hill Church for about forty 
years, was one of the supplies. 

Blythe, Lyle, Campbell and Stuart were the “Four Horsemen” of the West 
Lexington Presbytery in its early struggles. They were constantly called upon for 
aid and counsel. 

After Welsh’s departure Rev. James Blythe, John Lyle, John Poage Campbell 
and Robert Stuart supplied the pulpit. 

The first meeting of the Synod of Kentucky was held in the Mill Street church 
in 1802, when David Rice the “Father” of Presbyterianism in Kentucky was 
elected Moderator. Two other meetings of Synod were held here. The building 
was torn down and the land was deeded to Matthew Elder, September 2, 1807. 
He was the builder of the new brick church at Second and Broadway. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN BURYING GROUND 


On May 7, 1791, the trustees of Lexington deeded to the Presbyterian Con- 
gregation in Lexington, one half of the public burying ground. Previously they 
had deeded to the Baptist Church the other half of this lot. The First Baptist 
Church occupies these two lots today. The Baptist built a log church on their 
lot which they used until about 1800. Later they acquired ground on Mill 
Street and erected a house of worship. 


There is no record known to the writer why or how the Presbyterians were 
alienated from their lot. It is not known if they did or did not use this lot for 
a cemetery. The only reference to a Presbyterian Cemetery prior to 1843 is in the 
Kentucky Gazette under date of January 10, 1814, when it is stated that William 
Saterwhite died on December 26, 1813, and was buried in the Presbyterian 
Cemetery. 


The Baptist Church on Mill Street burned in January 1859. The Baptists 
decided that they would like to occupy the site of the burying ground for a 
church. They asked the town trustees to transfer any interest the town might 
have in this location. The trustees of Lexington asked Robert J. Breckinridge, Jr., 
to see if the city still had claim to this property. Mr. Breckinridge replied that 
the only interest was that of occupation and control and that the Baptist had 
right to the property. 

The Presbyterians so far as the record goes have never made any reference 
as to their rights in this property. 

On February 28, 1843, the trustees of the McChord Presbyterian Church 
jointly with hte First Presbyterian Church acquired a tract of land lying between 
Limestone and Upper Streets, and between Fifth and Sixth Streets for a ceme- 
tery, which they owned until 1890. 

From Deed Book X, page 439, of the Fayette County Court we learn that on 
March 29, 1829, Thomas Nelson, Commissioner, to satisfy a claim of George 
Trotter against James Coleman, Daniel Bradford, William McBean, William S. 
Dallam, and Jessica, and Mary Louisa Megowan, infant heirs and children of 
Robert Megowan, deceased, sold to William H. Rainey five acres of land for 
$1,000. 

On August 20, 1835, William H. Rainey and his wife Matilda I. Rainey, sold 
this land for $500 to Archibald Logan, Charles W. Short, Norman Porter, William 
A. Leavy and William Richardson for a burying ground. 

On February 25, 1848, Archibald Logan, Charles W. Short, Norman Porter, 
William A. Leavy and William Richardson transferred this land to John M. Mc- 
Calla, John Milton, A. VanMeter, A. Hall and I. C. Sprakes, trustees of the First 
Presbyterian Church 

and to 


James Weir, Henry T. Duncan, James C. Butler, Thomas Gibson, and Richard 
Pindell, trustees of the McChord (Second) Presbyterian Church. 


(See Deed Book 27, page 130, Fayette County Court.) 


This land was described as follows: 

“On the waters of Cane Run bounded as follows: Mulberry Street (now Limestone) 

N. 45 E 45 poles thence N 45 W 19 5/100 thence S 45 W 45 poles thence S 45 E 

19 5/100 to the beginning.” 

On September 11, 1890 this land was sold to T. T. Skillman, Joseph M. Scott 
and R. H. Courtnay. Three separate deeds were made each purchaser paying 
$2666.67 for his part! This land was named Waverly Square. 


The trustees of the First Presbyterian Church who made the deed were 
E. S. De Long, John M. Greenway, J. F. Scott and Richard M. Redd. 


The Second Church trustees were: William Curran, Slaughter Bassett, W. B. 
McClure, Frank Gilmore, W. W. Patterson, M. T. Scott and W. R. Smith. 

Deed Book 89, pages 375, 378 and 380, Fayette County Court. 

The bodies which were buried in this cemetery were moved to the Lexington 
Cemetery and elsewhere. 

On March 16, 1887, the Second Presbyterian Church had taken the fol- 
lowing action. 


The Old Presbyterian Burying Ground 


At request of the Board of Trustees of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Lexington, Kentucky, a congregational meeting of said church was held on 
Wednesday, March 16, 1887, at which Mr. Esquire Bassett was elected Chairman 
and Dr. L. Beecher Todd, Secretary. The object of the meeting stated the chair- 
man, was that the congregation give expression to their wishes in reference to 
the sale of the old Presbyterian burying ground on Limestone Street, in this 
city, in which this church has an interest, and instructions accordingly to the 
Board of Trustees. Mr. Ethelbert Dudley Warfield of the Board of Trustees, 
stated that a title perfectly good and undisputed could be given and there would 
be no difficulty in making conveyance of said property. Whereupon Mr. William 
E. Bush offered the following resolution which was unanimously adopted, be it 
Resolved, And duly ordered that the Trustees of this church be, and are hereby 
authorized and directed to sell, transfer and convey, by any and all necessary 
writing or writings, deed or deeds to any person or persons, upon such terms and 
for such sum or sums of money as they may, in their discretion deem proper, all 
the right, title and interest of this church in and to the lot of land on Limestone 
Street in Lexington, Kentucky known as the Old Presbyterian Burying Ground, 
and to execute any necessary writing or deed in their names as Trustees of the 
Second Presbyterian Church to make full title to all the claim and interest of 
this church in and to said property. 

Mr. James A. Curry offered the following resolution which was also adopted 
unanimously: Resolved, That provision shall be made for removal and re-inter- 
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ment of bodies or remains from this old Presbyterian burying ground to the 
cemeteries and this assurance is hereby declared. 


These minutes being approved, and ordered spread on the records of the 
Church, this meeting adjourned. 


L. B. Todd, Secretary Squire Bassett, Chairman 
From The Lexington Transcript Tuesday morning, March 18, 1887, page 2. 


The First Church Sells Its Interest In the Old Presbyterian Burying Ground 


At a meeting of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky held on the evening of the 23rd of March 1887, of which due 
public notice had been given, Elder R. S. Bullock was chosen Chairman and 
H. B. McClellan, Secretary. 


Elder J. H. Beauchamp stated the object of the meeting was to take into 
consideration the sale of the property known as the Old Presbyterian Burying 
Ground on Limestone Street, Lexington, Kentucky which this Church holds in 
connection with the Second Presbyterian Church in this city. 


Elder Beauchamp offered and moved the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion: Be it resolved and duly ordered that the Deacons who are exofficio trustees 
of this church, be and they are hereby authorized and directed to sell, transfer 
and convey by any and all necessary writings, deed or deeds, to any person or 
persons upon such term and for such sum or sums of money as they may deem 
in their discretion proper all the right and title and interest of this church in and 
to the lot of land on Limestone Street in Lexington, Kentucky, known as the Old 
Presbyterian Burying Ground; and to execute in their names as Deacons and 
Trustees of this church any necessary writing or deed to make full title to all 
the claim and interest of this church in and to such property; and they shall also 
make suitable provisions or arrangements for the removal from the said lot of the 
bodies or remains of persons buried therein, and for the reinterment of the same 
in other proper ground or cemetery and the proper replacement of all stones or 
slabs or monuments designating the graves. 

Elder P. S. Rule seconded the motion to adopt the resolution. The Chairman 
put the motion and it was carried with one dissenting voice. 

The minutes of this meeting were then read and approved, and it was 
ordered that the minutes be spread in the record of the Church. 


The meeting then adjourned. 
R. S. Bullock, Chairman 
H. B. McClellan, Secretary 
Truly recorded, 
Att James A. Headley, Secretary, Board of Deacons. 


On January 1791, a subscription paper for the pastor's salary was prepared 
and is as follows: 
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“We the Subscribers do each of us for ourselves promise to pay the Trustees 
for the Lexington Congregation, Viz., the sums annexed to our names respectively 
one-half in cash the other half in salable property at such place as the said 
Trustees shall appoint in the congregation annually, the first payment to be 
made on the first day of January 1792, to be by them applyed to the purpose of 
supporting a Minister as soon as such one can be engaged as may be acceptable 
to the congregation & untill such time to be applyed to pay of supplies at the 
Direction of said Trustees or if a redundency should happen, such redundency 
to be applyed to the establishing a fund for lessening the annual payments of 
the congregation in future or defray any congregational expences that may 
occur from time to time, provided that any subscriber hereto shall be at full 
Liberty to alter amend or withdraw his subscription, at the end of any year upon 
giving notice thereof to any of the said Trustees for the time being before the 
commencement of the following year, & that the Trustees shall keep a book con- 
taining a fair account of all moneys & property by them receivd & all Expendi- 
ture made, which shall be kept open & liable to the inspection of every person 
concerned at the end of every year. 


L S D L S D 

Robert Barr 1.10 John Maxwell i 10 
Robt. Marshall paid 1- Jno. Postlethwait-paid 0 10 0 
George Anderson paid 12 James Stitt paid 9 10 
Thos. Love— 10 Wm. Leavy 10 paid 10 

paid by Innis Brent Geo. Tegarden paid 12 
Robt. Holmes paid 6 Walter Taylor paid 1 
John Alleson—3 pd. 10 Robert Patterson 2 
James Fulton 12 —Lamb 6s. cash paid 12 
John Smith—9s. pd. 1 Mary Stevenson paid 6 
Jacob Todhunter 12 Mary McConnell paid hs 
Jno. Eubank ih James Jack paid 6 
James Lowery 6 pd. 12 Thomas January, paid 6 
Thomas Whitney 6 pd. 10 Davd Kirkpatrick paid 12 
John Cook paid 2s 1D James McDowell paid 12 
Jno. Clark paid 12 s. 1 John Jameson, paid 6 
Richd. W. Downing 15 Sampel McMilion 18 
W. McConnell 10 s. pd. 1 (nine shiling paid to 


Thomas Brookes 10 Mr. Blith L1-4-) 


Montgomery Bell 1 Jno. McDowell-paid 6 
Alexander Mahon 1 Chas. Junction 1 6 
Jno. McNear 3 
Is a ne John Smith, Sen’r. 6 
10 15 2 Alexander Adams 1 6 
Mr. McUlright paid L 4-18s. R8d. from R. Steel— 
BUSA ests Oe paid Mr. Marshall 0/13-9. 


Note) 


) The subscribers are desired to meet at Marshall’s Tavern, in Lexington, 


on the 4th Saturday of Jan’y., to choose the Trustees, and this Subscription to be 
Returned at that time— 
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Janyy. 6th 1791— 


“At a meeting of the congregation on February 22, 1794, Robert Patterson and 
John McDowell were elected trustees of the congregation and Samuel Trotter 
and Robert Barr were elected Commissioners to superintend the compleating 
[sic] and finishing the meeting house. 


“At a meeting of the Lexington Presbyterian congregation at the House of 
Henry Marshall agreeable to appointment, F ebruary 22, 1794, Robert Patterson 
and John McDowell were chosen Trustees for the congregation in addition to 
the former Trustees, in the room of John Hawkins & William Ward and are 
vested with the same powers—and Samuel Trotter and Robert Barr were elected 
Commissions to superintend the compleating [sic] & finishing the Meeting house. 


Teste: John McDowell, Clk.” 


Contributions from the Lexington Congregation to the Kentucky Academy 
in 1796. 


Transylvania Presbytery decided when it was in session in the Woodford 
Church, April 24, 1794, to establish an academy. This academy was located at 
the Pisgah Church in Woodford County. A solicitor was appointed in each 
Presbyterian church to secure contributions for the academy. Mr. Robert Me- 
gowan was the one appointed to solicit funds in the Lexington congregation. 


The subscription lists were headed by this preamble: 


“We the subscribers do severally promise to pay or cause to be paid unto 
the Trustees of the Kentucky Academy, and their successors, or to their agents 
or assigns, at any time when required in the month of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-six, the sum annexed to our respective names, for the 
use of the said Academy; one third part thereof to be paid in Cash, and the 
other two thirds in Live Cattle, Pork, Flour, Hemp or Cotton, at the then cash 
prices, delivered at such convenient places in the counties where the subscribers 
severally reside, as the said Trustees or their agents or assigns shall appoint. For 
the due and faithful performance of which, we do severally bind ourselves, our 
heirs, executors and administrators unto the said Trustees and their assigns in 
the penalty of double the sum annexed to our respective names as aforesaid. In 
Witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and seals.” 


IL S D 
James Welch 5 0 0 
Jno. Hawkins 5 0 0 
David Telford 2 0 0 
R. Patterson 20 0 0 
John McDowell 3 0 0 
Francis Patterson 1 0 0) 
Jas. McClure 3 0 0 
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Sam. Blair 
Robert Magaw 
Robt. Parker 
Josies Bullock 
John M. Baggs 
George Anderson 
Joseph Cosby 
Richd. Henderson 
Peter January 

H. Mcllvain 
Robt. Caldwell 
James M. Cown 
John Garnder 
Baird & Owen 
M. Bell 

J. Clay & Co. 
Henry Marshall 
Robert Wallace 
Samuel Holliday 
Will Leavy 


Richd. W. Downing 


John Moon-d (?) 
Jno. Bradford 
George Trotter 
James Trotter 
Benj. Stout 
Archd. MclIlvain 


Another Lexington List 


Will Morton 

J. Hollingsworth 
Jno. Postlethwait 
William Hughes 
C. Beatty 

Jos. Hudson 
Andw. Holmes 
James Morrison 
T. Ridgely 
Innis B. Brent 
Saml. Ayres 

Jas. H. Stewart 
Jas. Hughes 


L S D 
“il 0 0 
) 10 0) 
6 0 0 
3 0 0 
i 10 0 
1 10 
0 12 
1 iG) 0 
3 0 0 
) 0 ) 
2 8 0 
2 8 0 
I 0 ) 
2 8 0) 
i 0 0 
2 8 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 ) 
it 4 0 
1 10 0 
i + ) 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 
i 16 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0) 
1 10 0) 
3 0 0 
2 8 0 
2 0 0 
J 4 ) 
1 10 
1 4 
3 
Ih 10 0) 
2 8 
1 10 ) 
18 
1 4 
2 8 
24 + 


The following notice appeared in the Kentucky Gazette on April 7, 1792: 


“Lots on Main Street to be leased for 99 years on Saturday 2lst instant. Front of 
lot of Presbyterian Meeting house.” 
The following deed to George Anderson was for the lot at the corner of Main and 
Cheapside, now the site of the Bank of Commerce. 


“This indenture made the sixth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and nine between John Maxwell, John McDowell, Samuel Blair, William 
Allen Jr. and Andrew McCalla, Trustees of the Presbyterian Congregation of the one 
part, and. George Anderson, of the town of Lexington in the county of Fayette and 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, of the other part: 


Witnesseth that the said Trustees for and in consideration of the rent covenant and 
agreements herein after mentioned and reserved on the part and behalf of the said 
George Anderson, Executors, Administrators, and assigns to be paid done and per- 
formed have granted bargained leased and to same let unto the said George Anderson 
his executors, administrators and assigns, all that piece or parcel of ground situated in 
the aforesaid town of Lexington and known by the number (4) it being the south corner 
of that piece of ground part of the public square which was by virtue of an act of the 
Virginia Assembly passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine, sold 
by the trustees of the town of Lexington to the said congregation professing the principles 
of the New York and Philadelphia Synod as will appear by deed recorded in the Clerk’s 
office of the county of Fayette containing twenty-five feet two inches in front of Main 
Street and seventy eight feet back being the lot of ground on which the stone house 
now stands which is occupied by the said George Anderson. 


To have and to hold the said piece or parcel of ground above mentioned unto the 
said George Anderson his executors, administrators, assigns, from the first day of 
November seventeen hundred and ninety two, for and during the full end and term of 
ninety-nine years from hence the next ensuing and fully to be complete and ending. 
Yielding and paying therefore yearly and every year during the said term unto the said 
Trustees and their successors for the time being and for the use of the said congregation 
the yearly rent of thirty-six dollars, 34 cents to be paid annually the first payment 
thereof to begin and be made on the first day of November next ensuing the date 
thereof the said sum being the amount of the ground rent for the said lot agreeable 
to the original terms of sale and subsequent agreement made by the said Trustees with 
the owners of the lot, leased provided always nevertheless and it is the true intent 
and meaning of these agreements and the parties thereunto that if it shall happen that 
the said yearly rent hereby reserved or any part thereof be behind or unpaid for the 
space of six months next over or after either said days whereon the same ought to be 
paid as aforesaid the same being first lawfully demanded that then and from thence- 
forth it shall be lawful for the trustees or their successors will and upon the said devised 
premises and every or any part thereof with the appertenances in the name of the whole 
to re-enter and the same again to have repossess and enjoy as either first ——— estate 
or estates and that the said George Anderson, his executors, administrators and assigns 
and all and every the occupiers possess of the said devised premises from thence to expell 
remove and put out anything either present contained to the contrary thereof in any 
wise not withstanding. And the said Trustees for themselves and their successors do 
further covenant to and with the said George Anderson, his executors, administrators 
and assigns that there shall be reserved free and open fee the use of the said George 
Anderson, his executors, administrators and assigns an alley of ten feet wide between 
the before mentioned piece or parcel of ground and the ground reserved for the Pres- 
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byterian Meeting House which has been since sold out by the said Trustees during the 
aforesaid term and they will at the request and desire of the said George Anderson, 
his executors, administrators and assigns at the experation of the term aforesaid renew 
the said lease from time to time forever upon the said terms, condition and covenants 
herein contained and specified and the said George Anderson for himself his heirs 
executors and administrators both grant covenant and agree to and with the said Trustees 
and their successors for the time being, that the said George Anderson his executors, 
administrators and assigns shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid unto the said 
Trustees and their successors for the use of the said congregation the aforesaid yearly 
rent of thirty-six dollars, thirty-four cents on the first day of November annually and 
every year in the manner herein before limited and appointed for the payment thereof 
according to the true intent and meaning of these presents and these having been built 
on the said lot or piece of ground a stone house of the description agreeable and agree- 
able to the stipulations contained in the terms on which the said lot was let, the said 
George Anderson, his heirs, administrators, and assigns shall and will from time to 
time and at all times during the term aforesaid will and sufficiently repair, unhold, 
maintain, sustain, amend and keep the said building and tenement so erected and 
finished in all manner needful and necessary reparations whatsoever and the same being 
to well and sufficiently repair and kept in good repair shall and will at the end or sooner 
determination of the term hereby granted peaceably and quietly leave surrender and 
yield up unto the said Trustees or to their successors together with all and every of the 
appertenances thereunto belonging. And the said Trustees do for themselves and their 
successors covenant grant and agree to and with the same George Anderson, his execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns that for paying the rent and performing all and singular 
the covenants herein before on his part contained to be paid done and performed and 
kept he and they shall and may peacably and quietly have hold occupy possess and 
enjoy the same piece or parcel of ground herein before granted and devised together 
and built with the appertenances for and during the term aforesaid without the lawful 
Let-suit molestation or interruption of them the said Trustees or their successors or of 
any other person or persons whatsoever. The lot herein described and intended to be 
conveyed being the same originally leased by the said Trustees to Humphrey Tompkins 
who transferred the same to Joseph Byers and which by a decree of the Fayette Circuit 
Court in a suit in chancery wherein Thomas Bodley is complainant and the heirs of 
Joseph Byers, deceased, Robert Parker represented George Anderson the said Trustees 
and others are defendants was sold and directed to be conveyed to the said George 
Anderson and this lease is executed in conformity with the said decree. 


In testimony whereof they, the said John Maxwell, John McDowell, Samuel Blair, 
William Allen, Jr. and Andrew McCalla, Trustees aforesaid have hereunto set their 
hands and affixed their seals the day and year first herein written. 


John Maxwell ( ) 
John McDowell ( ) 
Samuel Blair (Seal) 
Andrew McCalla ( ) 
William Allen, Jr. ( ) 
Fayette County Clerk’s Office 
February 15, 1813 


This deed was this day produced to me, Deputy for John D. Young, Clerk of the 
County aforesaid and acknowledged by the contracting parties thereto to be their act 
and deed a true copy of which is recorded in the above office. 

Michael Cuzack,” D'Cal-@ee Court 
Deed Book G Page 307-8 Oct. 6, 1809 Fayette County Court” 


REV. WILLIAM CALHOUN CALLED 

On September 11, 1793, a call was issued to Reverend William Calhoun for 
his full time. 

“The First Presbyterian Congregation in Lexington was likely the first 
congregation in Kentucky which made arrangements to secure regular public 
worship every Sabbath.” 

William Leavy 

The call to Rev. William Calhoun was as follows: 

“We the subscriber members of the Lexington Presbyterian congregation, do 
cblige ourselves to pay yearly the sums to our name annexed unto Mr. William 
Calhoun, or to such persons or person as may be appointed to collect the same, 
for the whole of his labors as a minister of Gospel among us. 

“Witness our hands this 11th day of September, 1793— 


Robert Patterson Henry Marshall 
James Trotter Samuel McMillan 
James Walker J. Morahan 
Samuel Blair Robert Barr 
John McConnell John Little 
William Ward Geo. Anderson 
Sam. Holliday John Van Pelt 
Mary McConnell . Mary Stevenson 
Jame Willeys Thomas Hutson 
Robert Campbell Robert Wallace 
John McDowell Joseph Walker.” 


James McDowell 


Mr. Calhoun did not serve the Lexington church more than a year or two 
for on February 12, 1795 he was ordained pastor of Ash Ridge and Cherry Spring 
Churches. He returned to Virginia in 1797 and later became the founder and 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia. He married a 
daughter of Rev. James Waddell, the blind preacher who greatly impressed 
William Wirt. He was a brother-in-law of Rev. Archibald Alexander, D.D., the 
founder of Princeton Theological Seminary. Dr. Alexander married a daughter 
of Rev. James Waddell. 


This resolution was passed by the Board of Trustees of Transylvania Uni- 
versity, on Tuesday, October 27, 1801: 

“Resolved that the same Committee (Levi Todd, James MacCoun and Alex- 
ander Parker) apply for permission to ring the Bell on the Presbyterian Meeting- 
house at the time required for the scholars to convene in the University.” 

Many of the public exercises of the Transylvania University were held in this 
church. 

“On January 8, 1802, the Presbyterian Church roof was set on fire by an 
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unnamed negro who was shooting at pigeons) but little damage was done, and 
that only to the roof.” 
On January 6, 1791, a subscription was made for a pastor's salary. 


REV. JAMES BLYTHE CALLED 

On February 9, 1792, this church with the Ash Ridge Church offered a call 
to the Rev. James Blythe. The Ash Ridge Church was on the Russell Cave Pike 
on land now owned by Mr. James M. Molloy. The Ash Ridge Church was or- 
ganized in 1789 and ceased to function after 1799. It probably merged with the 
Cherry Spring Church at Newtown. 

“Whereas, the Presbyterian Congregation of Lexington have agreed in con- 
junction with Ash Ridge congregation, to offer a call to Mr. James Blyth, to per- 
form the dutys of a minister of the gospel, among them, until we conceive our- 
selves capable to support a minister & thereby be entitled to the whole of his 
labours. On the aforesaid conditions, we the undersigned Subscribers do promise 
to pay annually, (to whoever shall be appointed to receive the same for Mr. 
Blyth) the several sums annexed to our names, the one half in property at the 
Lexington market price— Witness our hands this 9th day of February, 1792.” 

James Blythe seems not to have accepted this call. On April 24, 1792, Tran- 
sylvania Presbytery in session in the Stonermouth Church in Bourbon County 
received a remonstrance from the Lexington Church, indicating their need of a 
pastor. 

“To the Right Reverend the Members of the Transylvania Presbytery now 
sitting: 

The remonstrance of the Trustees of the Lexington and Ash-Ridge Presby- 
terian congregations for and in behalf of themselves and the congregations which 
they respectively represent beg leave to set forth that they are now and have 
been for some time past without a regular and stated preacher in their Faith of 
the Gospel—that they have already and still mean to continue to use such meas- 
ures as their remote situation will admit of to procure one but that in the mean- 
time they are diverted from such frequent oportunities of attending to devine 
worship as they would wish from the want of such supplies as their particular 
situation require they therefore pray that you in your wisdom will take such 
measures for our relief as to you may seem fit and proper, and further that you 
will adopt such measures as your good council may direct in order to incourage 
a number of Ministers of our said denomination to migrate to this District from 
such parts of the United States as can best spare them so that we not only may 
be enabled to have a stated Minister but that other vacancys may have an 
opertunity of being supplied also, and we further pray that the Supreme Ruler of 
the Universe may give you such assistance in your councils and consultations that 
the wishes of them may have their desired effect, and we do appoint Mr. John 
Maxwell commissioner to wait on yours Rev. Body who will give you such fur- 
ther information respecting the premises &c that may be necessary. 

Signed by order of said Trustee James Trotter, Chairn.” 
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Early Supplies, 1790-1796, before there was a settled pastor. 


From 1790 to 1796 Presbytery was not unmindful of the need to the Lexing- 
ton church. The following ministers were to leave their pastorates and preach in 
Lexington by the appointment of the Presbytery. The ministers were: 


James Crawford, pastor of the Walnut Hill Church, 1785-1803. He was the 
first Presbyterian minister ordained in Kentucky and was a member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention in 1792 which framed the Constitution of Kentucky. 


Rev. David Rice, the founder of Presbyterianism in Kentucky and lovingly 
called “Father” Rice. 


Andrew McClure organized the Salem and Paris Churches and was one of 
the pioneer ministers. He died at an early age in 1793. 


James Blythe was pastor of Pisgah Church from 1793-1832; professor in 
Tranyslvania University and acting President for many years. In 1832 he moved 
to Indiana and was associated with Hanover College. 


Robert Marshall was born in Ireland and came to Kentucky in 1791 and on 
June 13, 1793, was ordained and installed pastor of Bethel and Blue Spring 
Churches. He was one of the picturesque figures in the church in Kentucky. 


Deed to Matthew Elder from the Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church, 
September 2, 1807. 


“This indenture made this 2nd day of September in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seven between John Maxwell, Alexander Parker, 
John McDowell, George Trotter, Sr., and Thomas Wallace, Trustees of the Lex- 
ington Presbyterian Congregation of the County of Fayette and state of Ken- 
tucky of the one part, witness that whereas by an act of assembly passed at the 
session of the General Assembly for the Commonwealth of Kentucky held at 
Frankfort in the year one thousand eight hundred and five entitled an act to au- 
thorize the Lexington Presbyterian Congregation to sell a certain Lott of ground 
in said town. “It is provided that the above named John Maxwell, John Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Parker, Thomas Wallace & George Trotter, Sen., Trustees as 
aforesaid or a majority of them be vested in the full power & authority to sell 
and convey the absolute fee simple title to a certain Lott or any parcel thereof 
which the said congregation purchased of the Trustees of said town situate and 
being in said town being the west or northwest end of the public square the said 
purchase being made by said congregation from the said Trustees of the said 
town of Lexington pursuant to an act of the Virginia Assembly passed in the 
year 1789. Be it known that we the above named Trustees of the Lexington 
Presbyterian Congregation pursuant to the above mentioned act of the Kentucky 
legislature empowering and authorizing us to sell and convey the absolute fee 
simple title to the above mentioned lott of ground for and in consideration of the 
sum of $8,000. Have granted, bargained, and sold and by these presents do 
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grant bargain & sell unto the said Matthew Elder his heirs and assigns all that 
tract or parcel of land situate and being in the county of Fayette on the waters 
of Elkhorn in the town of Lexington Containing and bounded as follows, 
to-wit: 
Beginning at the west corner of a brick house belonging to James Dunn fronting on 
Mill Street from thence along Mill Street to N. E. to the corner of Mill & Short Street 
thence along Short Street S. E. one hundred feet to the corner of the public square 
thence along the line of said square S. W. to the south corner to the brick house be- 
longing to John W. Hunt thence along the N. E. side of a ten foot alley one hundred 
feet to the beginning. Together with all and singular the privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or appertaining. 


To have and to hold the land hereby conveyed with all its appertenances 
unto the said Matthew Elder, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said John 
Maxwell, Alexander Parker, John McDowell, Thomas Wallace & George Trotter 
Sr., trustees as aforesaid for themselves and their successors the aforesaid tract of 
land with all its privileges & appertenances unto the said Matthew Elder his 
heirs and assigns against the claim or claims of all and every person or persons 
whatsoever claiming by through or under the said Trotter, Parker, McDowell 
&c do and will warrant and forever defend by these presents. 


In witness whereof we the said trustees have hereunto set our hands and 
seals the day & year first above mentioned.” 


Alexander Parker, Seal John McDowell Seal George Trotter Seal 
Acknowledged in the presence of: 
Thos. L. Butler, D.C. 
Fayette County Court Sct. 


This deed from the trustees of the Lexington Presbyterian Congregation to 
Matthew Elder was produced before me and acknowledged by Alexander Parker, 
John McDowell and George Trotter, Sen., a majority of said trustees and the 
same is duly recorded in my office. 


Given under my hand this 2nd September 1807 
Levi Todd Cae 
See Deed Book B Page 500 Fayette County Court 


Some of the trustees may have felt that Matthew Elder would not fulfill his 
contract so the following bond was given by the Commissioners of the church. 
Bond Given By The Commissioners of the Lexington Presbyterian Congregation 
to 
George Trotter, Sr., and others, September 2, 1807:— 


Know all men by these presents that we, John McDowell, John Maxwell, 
Andrew McCalla, Samuel Blair and William Allen, Jr., Commissioners for the 
Lexington congregation are held and firmly bound unto George Trotter, Sr., 
Thomas Wallace and Alexander Parker three of the former commissioners be 
the said Lexington Presbyterian congregation in the penal sum of $20,000 current 
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money of Kentucky to the true payment whereof we bind ourselves our heirs, 
executors and administrators unto the said George Trotter, Sr., Alexander Parker 
and Thomas Wallace, their heirs, executors, administrators or assigns. 


In Testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 2nd 
day of September 1807. The condition of the above obligation is such that 
whereas the above named Alexander Parker, Thomas Wallace and George Trot- 
ter, Sen., in conjunction with the above named John Maxwell & John McDowell 
being then all acting commissioners of the Lexington Presbyterian congregation 
pursuant out to an act of the Kentucky Legislature passed in 1805 authorizing 
and empowering them to sell and convey the absolute fee simple title to a lott 
of ground in the Town of Lexington situated on the N. W. end of the public 
square, which had been purchased by the said Lexington Presbyterian congre- 
gation from the Trustees of the town of Lexington pursuant to an act of Virginia 
Assembly, did on the Ist of March 1806, enter into a contract with a certain 
Matthew Elder for the sale of said lott in which contract the said Matthew 
Elder bound himself to pay the said Commissioners last above named the sum 
of Two Thousand Dollars and likewise to build and furnish a meeting house for 
said congregation which money was to be paid and said meeting house furnished 
at or before the Ist day of July 1807, upon his doing which said Trustees were 
to convey the above said Lott to said Elder. And whereas said Elder has not 
fully complied with his contract but is doing so in a manner satisfactory to the 
present commissioners above named and the above named obligors are willing 
to run the risk of said Elder's compliance and to take away all liability on the 
part of said obligors and to exonerate them from any loss that may be sustained 
by said Elder’s non compliance with his said contract. Now if the said obligors so 
indemnify the said obligors from any loss they may sustain in making a deed of 
conveyance for said lott to said Elder at the time and will hereafter take upon 
themselves all responsibility in case said Elder does not comply with his con- 
tract and entirely exonerate the said obligors from said contract with said Elder 
then the above obligation to be void or else to remain in full force & power. 


Witness our hands and seals the day and date first above mentioned. 


Teste 
Wm. L. McCalla Samuel Blair Seal 
Adam Goodlett John McDowell Seal 
John McCalla Wm. Allen Seal 
ioseet Butler, D.C. Andrew McCalla Seal 


Fayette County Court 
The above bond from Samuel Blair 
John McDowell 
William Allen 
Andrew McCalla 
« 
John Maxwell 


As commissioners of the Lexington Presbyterian Congregation to George Trotter 
Sen., Thomas Wallace and Alexander Parker was produced before me acknowl- 
edged by a majority of said Commissioners and the same is duly recorded in my 
office. 

Given under my hand this 2nd September 1807. 


Teste Levi Todd (Onl ade 
Levi Todd 
Deed Book B Page 498 F ayette County Court : 


Captain Thomas Nelson was appointed on November 8, 1820, to collect rents 
for the lots on Main Street. 


Captain Thomas Nelson Employed to Collect Rents 
For the Presbyterian Congregation 
November 8, 1820 


We, George Trotter, Senior, Andrew McCalla, James Trotter, Sr., Thomas 
T. Skillman, Alexander Parker and Joseph H. Harvey, Trustees for the First 
Presbyterian Church in the Town of Lexington, Kentucky, have and do by these 
present do nominate, constitute and appoint Capt. Thomas Nelson, the agent and 
attorney-in-fact for said church, he being duly elected to that office for the 
special purpose of collecting from Samuel and George Trotter, Stephens and 
Winslow and the heirs of George Anderson, deceased, the ground rent due from 
them to the said church, viz; from Samuel & George Trotter the sum of thirty 
dollars, nineteen cents for annual rent for ground on which the three story brick 
house on Main Street is erected now in the occupation of Postlethwait, Brand 
and Company, also from the same the sum of forty-three dollars, fifty eight cents 
for rent of the ground on which is the three story brick house lately erected by 
David Williamson but in possession of said Samuel and George Trotter at the 
corner of Main and Mill Streets, from Stephens and Winslow the sum of thirty 
three dollars eighty three cents for the annual rent of ground on which is erected 
a three story brick house on Main Street now owned and occupied by them and 
from the heirs of George Anderson, deceased the sum of thirty six dollars thirty 
four cents for the annual rent of the ground on which is erected a stone house 
at the corner formed by Main Street and Cheapside the whole known by the 
name of the Presbyterian Square. Giving and by these presents granting unto 
the said Capt. Thomas Nelson full power and authority to receive said rents and 
on receipt thereof to give and grant to the said Samuel and George Trotter, 
Stephens and Winslow and the heirs of George Anderson, deceased—full and 
complete discharge and acquaintance for same the several sums herein before 
particularly mentioned is for the annual ground rent due on said Lotts for the 
year ending the first day of November 1820. We hereby declare that when the 
said Samuel and George Trotter, Stephens & Winslow and the heirs of George 
Anderson, deceased, shall have paid the several sums of money herein before 
particularly mentioned, then all the ground rents which the said Presbyterian 


[40] 


Church or any person or persons under them have any right to claim from the 
present holder of said Lotts or from those who had previously owned them the 
same will then have been fully paid off and discharged up to the first day of 
November 1820 to persons regularly and duly appointed to receive the same. We 
do hereby ratify and confirm all the receipts for rents as aforesaid have been 
given by the collectors heretofore appointed. We do also hereby confirm what- 
soever the said Capt. Thomas Nelson may do in the premise aforesaid by virtue 
of these presents. 


Witness our hands and seals this 8th day of November 1820. 
Andrew McCalla Seal 
Alexander Parker Seal 
George Trotter Seal 
James Trotter Seal 
Joseph H. Harvey Seal 
Thomas T. Shelburn Seal 
Thomas T. Skilman Seal 
See Deed Book U page 132 Fayette County Court. 


The Church at Second and Broadway 
1808-1857 
The congregation decided that the church on Mill Street was too close to the 
business center and that a building farther away would be better. In 1807 the 
property on Mill Street was sold to Matthew Elder and a lot was purchased at 
the southwest corner of Second and Broadway from Andrew McCalla. In 1808 
the new building was ready for occupancy. This was a handsome brick building. 


“The First Presbyterian Church is a substantial brick building measuring 
eighty feet by fifty feet. 

The body of the church is two stories high, and its entrance is a spacious 
door on Main Cross Street, leading to an entry or outer hall, from which two stair 
cases ascend to the gallery. 


The roof of the edifice forms a pyramid on the front of wihch is raised a 
handsome and well proportioned steeple, consisting of four sections—the first 
a square of fourteen feet high, the corners of which are finished in a rusticated 
style, and the top is surmounted by a beautiful cornice. 


The second is of octagonal form, having columns of the Ionic order, with 
pedestals and entablatures. 

The third is also octagonal form, but finished with pedestals, pilaster and 
entablature. 

The whole is crowned with an octagonal roof or spire, the profile of which 
is O.G. The height from the top of the spire to the ground is one hundred and 
four feet.” 
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The lot ran back to Mechanic Street which today is Saunier Street. Sheds 
were built behind the church for the horses and carriages owned by the members 
from the country. On the lot also was a session house. 


The session house was usually a one room building in which the members 
of the session held their meetings. Many of the older churches consisted only of 
one room in which the congregation worshiped, hence there was no place for the 
session to meet without interruption. The session house was a “holy of holies” and 
was highly revered by the congregation. 


In 1808 Rev. Robert Montgomery Cunningham neces pastor and served 
until 1822. He was much beloved by his congregation, and the church prospered 
under his ministry. 


The following item was in the Kentucky Gazette: 


“Sunday, July 20, 1817, killed by lightning while attending First Presbyterian 
Church, Mrs. Eleanor McCullough and Mrs. Jane Luckie.” 


Rev. Nathan H. Hall in 1823 succeeded Dr. Cunningham as pastor and served 
until 1846. Mr. William Leavy wrote: 


“The church was greatly blessed under Rev. Nathan H. Hall, more especially 
in a deep and extensive revival of religion in the year 1828. About this time or 
shortly after I have seen the whole lower part of the church at one season filled 
with communicants. 

Mr. Hall may without exception be considered the most powerful and suc- 
cessful preacher especially for seasons of revival that the Presbyterian church has 
ever had in Lexington. The number of communicants at this time exceeded 
four hundred.” 


The church needed repairs and to raise the necessary money part of the 
lot was sold to John McMurtry. 


Deed from Andrew McCalla and wife, Martha, to the Trustees of the 
First Presbyterian Church for the lot at Second and Broadway, 
November 6, 1813 


This indenture made this 6th day of November in the year of our Lord One 
Thousand Eight hundred and thirteen between Andrew McCalla and Martha 
his wife of the county of Fayette and Commonwealth of Kentucky of the first 
part and John Maxwell, John McDowell, Samuel Blair, William Allen, Jr., and 
Andrew McCalla as Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church in Lexington, all 
of the county of Fayette and Commonwealth aforesaid of the other part; 


Witnesseth That the said Andrew McCalla and Martha, his wife, for and 
in the consideration of the sum of three hundred and thirty three dollars, thirty 
three and 1/3 cents current money of Kentucky to them in hand paid the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged. Have granted bargained and sold and by these 
presents, Do grant Bargain sell and confirm unto the said Trustees and their suc- 
cessors for the use of said church all that tract or parcel of land situated and 
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being in the town of Lexington lying on Main Cross Street and on Second Street 
and bounded as follows to wit: 


Beginning at the corner of said Cross and Second Streets thence with said Cross 
Street about ninety nine feet to Jacob Cassell’s line, south west thence with said 
Cassell’s line N. W. about poles thence N. E. about 99 feet to Second Street 
thence with said Second Street to the Beginning be it more or less together with all 
and singular the premises thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining. 

To have and to hold the land hereby conveyed with the appertenances unto 
the said John Maxwell, John McDowell, Samuel Blair, William Allen, Jr., and 
Andrew McCalla as Trustees aforesaid and the said Andrew McCalla and Martha 
his wife for themselves their heirs executors and administrators the aforesaid 
tract of land and premises unto the said John Maxwell, John McDowell, Samuel 
Blair, William Allen, Jr., and Andrew McCalla, as Trustees of said church as 
aforesaid against the claim or claims of all and every person or persons what- 
soever and will forever defend by these presents. 


In witness whereof the said Andrew McCalla and Martha, his wife, have 
hereunto set their hands and seals the date first above written. 
Andrew McCalla Seal 
Martha McCalla Seal 
Fayette County to wit Clerk Office November 6, 1813 


As Clerk for the county aforesaid, I certify that this deed was this day 
acknowledged before me by Andrew McCalla and Martha, his wife to be their 
act and deed to the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church. She, the said Martha 
McCalla, being by me privily examined freely and voluntarily relinquished her 
right of dower as and to the premises by said deed conveyed. A true copy of 
which Deed is in my office recorded. 

Attest: John D. Young, Clerk 
Deed Book H, Page 275 Fayette County Court. 


Trustees of First Presbyterian Church to John McMurtry 

This indenture made this 24th of December one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty six between George Robertson, Chairman and L. B. Smith, Thomas 
Grant, M. T. Scott, William Wilson and Isaac Sprake, trustees of the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Lexington duly elected on the one part and John McMurtry 
of said city of the other part. Witnesseth that for and in consideration of certain 
labor and materials by said McMurtry done and furnished in improvement on 
the meeting house &c. belonging to said congregation and yet to be done &c. 
furnished according to a contract made this day between said McMurtry and 
the building committee of said congregation the said parties of the first part 
have by these presents demised and to form let to said McMurtry all that parcel 
of ground lying in said city bounded as follows: fronting on Main Cross Street 
& beginning at the South corner of the church lot belonging to said congre- 
gation where it adjoins the property of Mrs. B. Wheelock on Main Cross running 
thence on a line parallel with Second Street to Mechanic Street thence with 
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said Mechanic Street to the west corner of said church lot and thence with Mrs. 
Wheelock’s lot to the beginning together with all the appertenances thereof for 
and during the full term of nine hundred and ninety-nine years renewable for- 
ever to him his heirs and assigns and the said parties of the first part covenant 
to and with the said McMurtry the quiet and undisturbed use and enjoyment 
of said term with these restrictions and limitations that is to say that said Mc- 
Murtry nor his heirs or assigns are not under any circumstances to erect or cause 
to be erected on said lot opposite said church or its session house any buildings 
whatsoever nearer than the middle of said demised ground unless it may be an 
open porch or pizza and that not to extend nearer than thirteen feet to said 
church nor to erect a fence higher than eight feet on said line nor lower than 
eight feet of which height he is to erect a substantial wall or fence at his own 
expense and keep up and maintain the same. Given under our hands and seals 
this day and date first above written. 


G. Robertson (Seal) 
eB suuth (Seal) 
Isaac Sprake (Seal) 
Nee OCOLt (Seal) 
Wm. Wilson (Seal) 


Deed Book 13, page 382 Fayette County Court 


Encouraging Prospects in Lexington 

“Although we have not had what is usually termed a revival of religion, yet 
we rejoice to have it in our power to state that there has been, for the last four 
months, a gradual increase of seriousness and attention to the means of grace 
in the Presbyterian churches in this place. At a Sacramental occasion in the 
first Church in the month of May, nine persons were admitted to communion— 
at another in the M’Chord Church in August, thirteen — and at another in the 
first Church on Sabbath last, fourteen — making in all, in the two churches, 
thirty-six in less than four months. 


The scene on last Sabbath, was the most solemn and interesting one that 
we have ever witnessed in this place. — Although the morning services were 
necessarily continued upwards of four hours without any intermission, and the 
house was filled with people, scarcely any were seen to retire until the whole 
was concluded; and the serious contenances and weeping eyes of very many 
of them, gave decisive evidence that they were not unconcerned spectators. 


Sabbath Schools in Lexington 


Among the encouraging prospects of our town, our Sabbath Schools hold 
a very distinguished place. About 500 children assembled every Sabbath in 
the different Sabbath Schools in this town. The number who regularly attend 
the school in the First Presbyterian Church is about 180; and we are informed 
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that the average attendance in the M’Chord Church, the Baptist Church, and 
the Methodist Church, is about 100 in each school. 


Nine teachers engaged in the school in the First Presbyterian Church have 
embraced religion within the last four months. So true is the scripture declar- 
ation; that “they who water others, shall be watered themselves.” We state 
this fact for the encouragement of Sabbath School teachers in other places.— 
“Be not weary in well doing, for in due season you shall reap if you faint not.”! 


Revival in Lexington 

“The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice, and the multitude of the isles be 
glad thereof.” This good work commenced in the gradual awakening of a few 
individuals, about the middle of October, and was very soon discovered spread- 
ing its mighty influence over many others, of various ages and circumstances in 
life, from children of nine years old, to the man of sixty. Our meetings became 
more frequent, and the numbers attending greatly increased; Christians were 
quickened, and a general spirit of prayer prevailed. Inquiry meetings were 
numerously attended, and large numbers visited the anxious seats, or seats 
set apart for the anxious. On the 14th inst. the session of the First Presbyterian 
Church met for the purpose of attending to the cases of applicants for church 
privileges, and continued their sessions from day to day until the 19th, in which 
time they admitted one hundred and one persons to the Church on a profession 
of their faith, On Sabbath morning the newly added members were invited 
to take their position near the pulpit; the scene was solemn and deeply interest- 
ing,—the aisles of the church were crowded,—twenty-two received Baptism, and 
the others were received by covenant. The crowded assembly appeared deeply 
solemn, and many were affected to tears.—At the close of our meeting many 
more appeared on the anxious seats, than at the commencement. The work is 
evidently progressing, many are trembling under a sense of their guilt and 
danger; Christians are awakened ,and a wrestling spirit of prayer seems to pre- 
vail. This glorious work of the Lord is marked with the utmost stillness the 
most solemn and profound silence, in most cases—the work appears to be deep 
and thorough—many who are not members in any church and who do not 
appear much concerned, say, it is an awful work of God. Dear Christian friends, 
pray for us and for the inhabitants of our town and vicinity.” 


Revival in Lexington 

The work of God’s grace in our town appears to be on the increase. On 
Sabbath last eighteen persons were publicly received into the First Presbyterian 
Church, and about 70 more appeared on the anxious seats, as awakened and 
inquiring souls. We were misinformed as to the number admitted by the session 
of this church, on the late sacramental occasion. It was one hundred and seven, 
making, with the eighteen admitted last Sabbath, one hundred and twenty-five, 
who have professed to have passed from death unto life since the commence- 
ment of this revival.? 
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Revival in Lexington 


During a Sacramental or Four Days Meeting, (as these meetings are now 
familiarly called) which closed in this town on Monday last, sixty persons, on 
a profession of their faith and new obedience, publicly united themselves to 
the church and people of God.—Making in the whole, since the revival com- 
menced in this town, one hundred and ninety-three. There is also a considerable 
excitement amongst our Methodist brethren, but we are not informed as to the 
number of converts. The whole scene in the Presbyterian church, on the late 
occasion, was one of a very solemn and highly interesting character. At the 
close of the meeting, the number of awakened and inquiring persons appeared 
to be as great as at any previous period.* 


Revivals in Kentucky, Lexington 


The good work in this town continues to progress. About 20 have been 
added to the Presbyterian Church within the last two weeks. The late four 
days’ meeting in the 2d Church, was deeply interesting, and encouraging. On 
Sabbath evening about 30 persons presented themselves as anxious and awak- 
ened sinners, asking an interest in the prayers of God’s people. Very consider- 
able additions have lately been made to the Methodist Church; and several 
have joined the Baptist Church within the last two weeks.° 


Revival in Lexington 
We rejoice that we are enabled to inform our readers that the good work 
of the Lord continues to progress in this place, and neighborhood. During a 
four days Sacramental Meeting in the Ist Presbyterian Church, which closed 
on Monday last, forty-one persons made a public profession of their faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and were received into the Communion of the Church. 
Besides these a considerable number of others professed anxiety about the 
salvation of their souls. Truly, the Lord’s arm is not shortened, that he can- 
not save; nor his ear heavy that he cannot hear.”® 


Notes 
1. The Western Luminary, Lexington, Kentucky, September 13, 1826 
2. Ibid November 21, 1827 
3. Ibid November 28, 1827 
4. Ibid January 2, 1828 
5. Ibid February 20, 1828 
6. Ibid May 28, 1828 


Prayer and Thanksgiving for the Disappearance of Cholera 
From Lexington 
The First Presbyterian Church of this city has appointed next Friday, the 
19th inst. as a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God, for his great mercy in 
removing the Cholera from our city and its vicinity, and also humiliation on 
account of our sins, and prayer to God for the forgiveness of them. 
From Lexington Observer & Reporter, Thursday, July 18, 1833. 
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Cholera In Lexington In 1849 


Cholera struck Lexington in 1849 as it had done in 1833, with devastating 
power. 


In the Minutes of the Session of the First Church under date of March 2h. 
1899, in a memorial to Mr. Bushrod F. Milton who was a ruling elder for more 
than fifty years in the Presbyterian Church, it is stated that Dr. Robert be 
Breckinridge, pastor of the First Church in 1849, was one of three ministers 
who was Chairman of a Committee to cope with the cholera and to bring aid 
to the stricken. In all this work Mr. Milton like Dr. Breckinridge did heroic 
and sacrificial service. 


REV. DANIEL BAKER AND REV. SAMUEL TAYLOR 
HOLD A PROTRACTED MEETING 

There will be a protracted meeting in the First Presbyterian Church in this 
city, commencing on Friday before the first Sabbath in December next. The 
Rey. Messrs. Baker and Taylor in connection with the pastor of the church, 
the Rev. N. H. Hall, are expected to attend. 
From Lexington Observer & Reporter, Wednesday, December 2, 1835. 

Rev. Daniel Baker was at this time pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 
Frankfort, Kentucky. In his day he was the foremost evangelist in the Pres- 
byterian Church in America. 


Rev. Samuel Taylor was pastor of the church in Nicholasville and of the 
Clear Creek Church, in Jessamine County, 1831-1837. 


OFFICERS OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1838 
Rev. Nathan H. Hall, Pastor 


Ruling Elders 


James Todd Dr. Joseph Scott 
Dr. David Bell B. T. Milton 
Dr. William Pawling Mr. John Parker 
John C. Richardson 
Trustees 

Chief Justice George Robertson, Chairman 
Robert King Larkin B. Smith 
Mr. Thomas Grant Mr. James Elliott 


Sunday School 

Thomas Dolan, Superintendent of the Male Department 

Mrs. Luther Stephens, Superintendent, of the Female Department 

There were 200 scholars in the Sunday school and 800 volumes in the library. 

Mrs. Luther Stephens was a daughter of John Maxwell the pioneer. 

Larkin B. Smith was a lawyer and a member from Fayette County of the 
State Legislature. He married Margaret, daughter of Alexander Parker. 

(See MacCabe’s Directory of the City of Lexington for 1838) 


Pews To Be Free 


“At the annual meeting of the officers and members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of this city, held on the 4th inst., at which meeting there was a large 
attendance of pew holders, it was unanimously resolved that the pews in the 
First Presbyterian Church, which have hitherto been rented, be, from this time, 
free; and that the citizens of Lexington and its vicinity, who are disposed to attend 
this church, be cordially invited to do so.” 


From Lexington Observer and Reporter, March 6, 1846. 


On April 15, 1951, Dr. Miles told the Session that while in Washington get- 
ting material on the life of Robert J. Breckinridge he saw a letter written to 
Robert J. Breckinridge by his nephew John Cabell Breckinridge in which he 
said: 

“that the church building, (then at Second and Broadway), was somewhat out of the 

way. 

This was in 1847 when Dr. R. J. Breckinridge was President of Jefferson 
College and in receipt of a call to the First Church. 


Rev. Robert Jefferson Breckinridge was received into West Lexington Pres- 
bytery from the Presbytery of Ohio on September 16, 1847, and was installed 
pastor of the First Church and served until 1853 when he became Professor of 
Theology in Danville Theological Seminary. By his brilliant preaching, Dr. 
Breckinridge drew large congregations to hear him. At this time he was one of 
the snaenane ministers in the Presbyterian Church in America. 


Dr. Breckinridge was followed in the pastorate by the Rev. John Daniel 
Matthews, D.D. He like Dr. Breckinridge was an able pulpiteer. He was also 
Superintendent of Public Instruction in Kentucky as Dr. Breckinridge had been. 


The First Church was a favorite meeting place for the Synod of Kentucky. 
From 1807 to 1854 the Synod met in this building eleven times. 


This building was torn down and another one erected on the same spot in 
185%, 


PeOA DW AS CHEISTIAN Fil bo. 


RR a i ge a i ggg og ees ee ee ey gin BENS Ree POE eG eR E SER Re ES SRE ESS RES RRO Ee SESE RS See 


i oles ol a place of rosidelice incronses every day, 

Esau ae esate tap gig aes PARR a ar oo er ree GE rR oa Se ee IN RHE FE RUF eee ORO O | 
First Presbyterian Church. Built in 1857. Sold 
to the Main Street Christian Church in 1870. It 


stood at Second and Broadway. Now the site of 
the Broadway Christian Church. 


The Second Building at Second and Broadway 
1857-1870 

The building at Second and Broadway was in need of much repair so the 
congregation in 1857 razed it and erected another one on the site. 

This building was dedicated on Sunday, May 17, 1857, and on the following 
Thursday, May 21, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America convened in it. 

On September 18, 1866, the Presbytery of West Lexington was divided into 
the Northern Presbyterian Church and into the Southern Presbyterian Church. 

There were people who favored the North and people who favored the South 
in the First and Second Presbyterian Churches in Lexington. After the division 
in the Presbytery, Rev. Richard Valentine ministered to the people of northern 
preference in the First Church, while Rev. John Daniel Matthews, D.D., preached 
to the people of southern sympathy. 

Rev. Edward Harrison Camp preached in the Second Church to people of 
northern sympathy and Rev. Robert Garland Brank, D.D., who had been for many 
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years pastor of the Second Church, gathered the persons of southern sympathy in 
the Court-House and Melodeon Hall and preached to them. 


In 1869 it was agreed that two Presbyterian churches were sufficient for 
Lexington. All of the southern people became members of the First Church and 
people of northern persuasion became members of the Second Church. An 
amicable division of the church property was made. 


The First Church was given the church at Second and Broadway and the 
Second Church the Market Street proper ty. 


In 1870 the First Church sold the property at Second and Broadway to the 
Main Street Christian Church from whom it was acquired by the Broadway 
Christian Church. 


In 1891 the building erected in 1857 was razed and a new one was erected, 
on the same site, by the Broadway Christian Church. 


Presbyterian preaching was not highly regarded by the first pastor of the 
Church of the Disciples, in the newly acquired Presbyterian Church in 1870, for 
in his first sermon he said: 


“This is the first Christian sermon ever preached in this building.” 


It might be added that the Rev. John Daniel Matthews, the only pastor to 
serve in the 1857 building was regarded as possessing great eloquence and pulpit 
power. 


Dedication of the First Presbyterian Church at Second and Broadway 
Sunday, May 17, 1857. 


Dedication of the First Presbyterian Church. We are requested to say that 
a change has been made in the order of religious exercises on the occasion of the 
Dedication of the new building just erected by the congregation of the First 
Presbyterian Church in this city, on Sunday next by which the following order 
will be observed: 
Sermon, 11 o'clock by Dr. R. J. Breckinridge 
Sermon, 3% oclock by Dr. L. W. Green 
Sermon, 7% o'clock by Rev. R. G. Brank 


The seats for the occasion are free, and the public generally are invited to 
attend. 
From Lexington Observer & Reporter, Saturday, May 16, 1857. 

The pews of the First Presbyterian Church will be rented tomorrow morn- 
ing at 10 oclock. Members of the congregation are requested to attend. 
From the Kentucky Statesman, Friday, July 17, 1857. 


Host To The General Assembly 


The General Assembly is the highest court of the Presbyterian Church. It is 
the final court of appeal. It alone can interpret the laws of the church. It makes 
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or changes (with the consent of the Presbyteries), constitutional laws. It is the 


bond of union of the churches and the agent of correspondence with other de- 
nominations. 


To be Moderator of the General Assembly is the highest tribute the church 
can pay to one of its ministers or to its Ruling Elders. It is quite a distinction for 
the church to entertain the General Assembly. The First Church has been host 
to the General Assembly on three occasions, in 1857, 1883 and 1925. 


Host To The General Assembly, May 21, 1857 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America met in the First Church, Lexington, May 21, 1857. 


Due to the absence of the retiring Moderator Rev. Francis McFarland of 
Virginia, the opening sermon was preached by Rey. James Hoge, D.D., who 
served as pastor of the First Church, Columbus, Ohio for about fifty years. 


In commenting on this sermon the Lexington Observer and Reporter of May 
ZoelGo7, Said: 

“The sermon based upon the text: “Lo I am with you alway’ taken from the 20th 

verse of the 28th chapter of Matthew, was eloquent, earnest and powerful throughout, 

and was in every respect worthy of the greatness and solemnity of the occasion that 

called it forth.” 

The Rev. Courtland Rensselaer, D.D. of New York, Secretary of the Board 
of Education, 1846-1860, was elected Moderator. He was one of the most dis- 
tinguished ministers in the Presbyterian Church in America. 


In speaking of the address made by the Rev. Stuart Robinson on Friday, 
May 22, the Observer & Reporter commented as follows: 


“The Rev. Stuart Robinson delivered a beautiful and powerful inaugural ad- 
dress in acceptance of the Professorship which had been tendered him by the 
authorities of the Theological Seminary in Danville.” 


Dr. Robinson later greatly expanded this address and published it in 1858 in 
book form under the title “The Church of God”. This still remains one of the 
greatest books on the church. 


Again the Observer & Reporter stated: 
“We notice among the ministers and laymen present many men who enjoy a national 
reputation and whose distinguished services in the causes of religion have long since 
made their names familiar to their brethren throughout the entire country. 

Rev. James H. Thornwell of South Carolina 

Rev. D. P. Curley, Washington, D. C. 

Rev. C. Van Rensselaer of New York 

Rev. John Newton Waddell, Memphis 

Rey. Dr. R. J. Breckinridge of Kentucky 

Rev. C. C. Jones of Georgia 

Rev. S. I. Prince of New York 

Rev. T. V. Moore of Virginia 

Rev. W. S. Plummer of Pennsylvania 

Rev. A. Leland of South Carolina 


Rev. E. P. Humphrey of Danville, Ky. 
Judge John Fine of New York 
Judge William F. Allen of New York 
Dr. John Todd, Springfield, Illinois 
Judge George Sharwood of Philadelphia.” 
Most of the above named ministers served as Moderator of the General 
Assembly. Dr. Gurley was the pastor of the Lincoln family in Washington and 


Dr. John Todd was an uncle of Mary Todd Lincoln. 


Dr. Plummer has the distinction of being the only minister who was Moder- 
ator of the Old School Assembly in 1838 and of the Southern Presbyterian Assem- 
bly in 1871. 


On Sunday, May 24, the following ministers supplied the pulpit of the First 
Church: 

Dray. He thomvy éllatieAaM. 

Dr. R. W. Condit of New York at 8% o'clock. 

Dr. Plummer of Pennsylvania at 794 P.M. 


Presbyterian Division of Church Property In Lexington 


The various committees appointed by the four Presbyterian congregations in 
this city to consult as to distribution of their property in Lexington, met last 
Tuesday evening and resolved as follows: 

“That the congregations adhering to the General Assembly unite, and those adhering to 
the Southern Assembly unite, thus forming two churches. 

That the Broadway Church be valued at $25,000, and the Market Street Church prop- 
erty at $45,000. 

That this property be divided between the two, in proportion to membership. The 
party taking the Broadway Church receiving from the other party a sum in proportion 
to membership. 


If the Southern Assembly people take the Broadway Church, the other party is to 
pay them $23,000. If the Assembly party take it the Southern party pay them $17,000. 
The choices of the churches were claimed by, and given to the Assembly party. This is 
the present condition of the controversy. The Committee must now refer the whole 
matter back to the congregations and await their action. We presume further steps in 
the movement will be taken in a few days.” 


From Lexington Observer and Reporter, May 15, 1869. 


A New Financial System Desired 

For many years the Church was supported by renting the pews. In February 
1870, just a few months before the property at Second and Broadway was sold 
to the Christian Church, the following communication was sent to Mr. John M. 
Greenway asking him to contribute $31.20 per annum for the support of the 
Church. It is interesting to note that Mr. Greenway at the time of his death 
willed about $25,000 to the Synod of Kentucky for evangelistic work in the moun- 
tains of Kentucky. The proposed new system of finance was not adopted be- 
cause the pews continued to be rented for many years following this communi- 
cation. 
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“Lexington, Ky., February 22, 1870 

To Mr. John M. Greenway 

The Officers of the First Presbyterian Church being convinced that the present 
system of Pew renting is contrary to the spirit of the Gospel of Christ, and believing 
that a less objectionable mode of raising money for church pruposes to be practicable, 
have concluded to adopt the plan, now in successful operation in some of our churches 
of assessing each member of the Church in such a sum per annum as it is believed he 
is able and willing to pay; so that the aggregate will be sufficient for all ordinary pur- 
poses. 


At a meeting of the Officers of the Church on the 16th of February, 1870, such an 
assessment was made, which in aggregate amounts to the sum of $4,464. Of this sum 
it is believed that at least $4,200 will be realized. In addition to this, it is safe to say, 
that $200 will be realized yearly by the weekly collections; making in all $4,400. 


Allowing $2500 for minister’s salary;—$500 for sustentation—$500 for Church Ex- 
penses;—$300 for the poor of the Church, and $100 for Sunday School purposes;— 
amounting in all to $3,900;—there will be a surplus of $500. It is proposed that the 
officers of the Church shall distribute this surplus among the different boards of the 
Church: or dispose of it from time to time as directed by the congregation. 


It will be seen that if this plan can be carried out successfully, the members of 
this Church will not be called upon, except on extraodinary occasions, for any other 
contribution. 


You have been assessed in the sum of $.60¢ per week, or $31.20 per annum. If you 
are unable to pay this amount, or if you are willing to pay more, you will notify either 
of the undersigned by the 6th day of March. Upon receiving said notice we will supply 
you with 52 envelopes each dated to correspond with the 52 Sundays of the year, 
commencing with the first Sunday in March, 1870. On that day, and on each suc- 
ceeding Sunday in the year, you will enclose the amount of your weekly assessment, in 
the proper envelope and deposit it in the contribution box. 


W. S. Rule, W. B. Cooper, Oliver Price.” 


Trustees of First Presbyterian Church to Trustees of Main Street 
Christian Church for the Church at Second & Broadway 

This indenture made this 6th day of May one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy between E. D. Sayre, Chairman, and M. P. Lancaster, C. Shryock, 
Thomas Mitchell, E. S. Duncanson, J. W. Cochran, Trustees of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Lexington, Kentucky of the County of Fayette and State of 
Kentucky of the first part and John B. Wallace, J. G. Chinn and J. W Hocker, 
Trustees of the Christian Church in the city of Lexington, Kentucky, of the 
County of Fayette and state of Kentucky of the second part. 


Witnesseth: That for and in consideration of the sum of five thousand 
dollars in hand paid the reecipt of which is hereby acknowledged and the fur- 
ther consideration of five thousand dollars to be paid on the first day of May 
1871 with interest from first day of May 1870 and the further sum of five thou- 
sand dollars to be paid on the Ist of May 1872 with interest from Ist May 1870 
for the payment of which a lien is reserved on the land hereby conveyed the 
party of the first part do bargain, sell, convey, release and grant unto the party 
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of the second part and their successors and assigns all that lot of ground in the 
city of Lexington & State of Kentucky. 


Beginning on Broadway Street at a post corner of plank fence the line between the 
church lot and the property sold by the church to John McMurtry running with Broad- 
way N 68 feet to 2nd Street thence west with 2nd Street on a line with the old fence 
191 feet to a post at the corner of Second Street and Mechanic Alley, thence South 68 
feet to plank fence, thence with said fence 191 feet to the beginning. Together with 
the right, privilege and appurtenances thereunto belonging. 


To have and to hold the property hereby conveyed to the party of the second 
part and their successors and assigns forever. And the said party of the first 
part covenant that they will warrant generally the property hereby conveyed. 


In testimony whereof, the party of the first part hereunto set their hands and 
seals the day and year first above written. 
E. D. Sayre, Chairman 
Thomas Mitchell 
J. W. Cochran Trustees 
M. P. Lancaster 
C. Shryock 


Deed Book 48, page 297 Fayette County Court May 6, 1870 


After selling the property at Second and Broadway the congregation of the 
First Church worshiped in Melodeon Hall until the new church was ready in 
1872. Melodeon Hall was over the McAdams and Morford Drug Store. 
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PART II 
THE PRESENT CHURCH 
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Deed of George W. Sutton and wife, Laura G. Sutton dated June 14, 1870 
for 69 feet and six inches on Mill Street to 


ED. Sayre, J. W. Cochran, C. Shryock, M. P. Lancaster, Thomas Mitchell 
and E. S. Duncanson, Sr., Trustees of First Presbyterian Church. 


For the sum of four thousand dollars. 


“all that lot in the city of Lexington, Kentucky on the South East side of Mill Street 
fronting on said street sixty-nine feet six inches between the lot of E. D. Sayre on the 
southwest and the present residence of Dr. J. M. Bruce on the northeast and running 
back at right angles to the lot of Mrs. Scully, being the same lot conveyed to said 
George W. Sutton by J. B. Norton, Commissioner and by Joseph Milward and others 
by deed dated August 19, 1867, etc.” 


Deed Book 48 Page 590 F ayette County Court. 


Elizabeth Scully deed dated Aug. 9, 1870 

to 

KE. D. Sayre, M. P. Lancaster, J. W. Cochran, Thomas Mitchell, C. Shryock and 
E. S. Duncanson, Trustees First Presbyterian Church 


Witnesseth: 


“That for and in consideration of eighty five hundred dollars, the party of the first part 
doth bargain, sell, and convey to party of second part all that lot of ground in the city 
of Lexington which fronts on Market Street 69 and one half feet more or less and is 
bounded on the north by the property on which Mrs. Judge Wooley resides and on the 
south by the property of said first party. The lot runs back along with Mrs. Wooley’s 
line on one side and with the line of the said first party on the other until it strikes the 
back line of the lot recently conveyed to said party of second part by George W. Sutton, 
said property is now in the occupancy of Mrs. Powell, the property of said first party 
which bounds the property hereby conveyed fronts on Market Street thirty feet and a 
half.” 


Deed Book 48 Page 397. 


Alexander Jeffery and wife, Rosa V. Jeffery 

to 

W. S. Rule, J. M. Greenway, E. S. DeLong and R. M. Redd, deacons of First 
Presbyterian Church 


As trustees of said church and their successors in office 4 notes—$250 each—one 
payable annually 
a lot in the city of Lexington beginning on Market Street at the corner to the property 
of the First Presbyterian Church, then with the line of said church property N 454 
eighty one feet to stake in same corner to the property of Mrs. J. M. Bruce, then with 
her line N 46% E thirty four feet to an iron pin, then with line of Jeffrey's and Mrs. 
E. D. Payne S 48% eighty feet to Market Street corner to Mrs. E. D. Payne, then with 
Market Street thirty four feet to the beginning, being a part of the property conveyed 
to Mrs. Rosa V. Jeffrey by Commissioner by deed dated August 9, 1876 in Deed Book 
No. 56 at Page 188 in the Office of the Fayette County Clerk. 


Deed Book 69 Page 208 October 15, 1883 
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Dedication of the First Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Kentucky, 
May 5, 1872 
“The new and beautiful edifice erected by the Ist Presbyterian Church of this 
city has been completed and the service connected with its dedication took place 
last Sunday, May 5th. The day was as beautiful as could be desired; the con- 
gregation assembled, filled the church to its utmost capacity, and many who came 
to share in the services had to go away for want of room. 


“After the introductory music and the invocation the pastor Rev. William 
Dinwiddie, read, as suited to the occasion, the following passages of scriptures; 
Isaiah LXVI, 1-2; I Chronicles, 10-17; John IV, 19-24; and Hebrews X, 19-25. He 
then presented the financial statement of the building committee, showing that 
the purchase of the ground on which the church is built and the parsonage ad- 
joining, and in the erection of the church, they had expended $48,171.73, leaving 
yet unpaid liabilities amounting to $2,206.99, means were in their hands, pro- 
vided by the congregation to meet these liabilities, so that the congregation had 
the satisfaction of dedicating the church free from all debt. The pastor then led 
the congregation in prayer, solemnly consecrating the house to the service of 
God. 


“After a hymn, the dedication sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Garland Brank, of St. Louis from the text Genesis XXVIII 17, “This is none other 
but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” An eminently appropriate 
text, expounded in a most impressive and appropriate discourse. The speaker 
explained the ladder which Jacob saw in his dream, as the type of Christ, who as 
the God-man, is the only medium of communication between the holy God and 
the sinner. Whereever, therefore, the gospel is preached in its purity, if only 
two or three are assembled in Christ's name, then according to His own sweet 
promise, He is present in their midst there rests the foot of the ladder which com- 
municates with heaven, there our worship ascends upon us the blessing of the 
Fathers boundless grace and such place is none other but the house of God, and 
the gate of heaven. 


“At the appropriate point in the service the pastor extended to visitors, 
strangers, and the poor, on behalf of the session and congregation a cordial in- 
vitation to unite with them in the use of the church on all occasions. Explanation 
was made as to the adoption of the system of pew-renting, in reference to which 
we are able to append the following official statement.” 


Pew Renting in The First Presbyterian Church 


“The congregation of the First Presbyterian Church in this city have adopted 
in a modified form, the system of pew-renting. Enough is assessed upon the 120 
pews of the main audience room to raise what is needed to carry on the regular 
work of the Church. The items under this head include the pastor’s salary, sex- 
ton’s hire, gas, fuel, insurance, Sunday School apparatus, &c. The prices of the 
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pews are assessed at from $10 to $80 per annum, payable in advance. Special col- 
lection for the various causes recommended by the General Assembly, are to be 
taken up at times appointed by the Assembly and a regular collection is to be 
taken up during the Sunday morning service to be applied for the benefit of the 
poor, and to meet incidental expenses. The regular congregation is then in- 
vited on the Lord’s Day to present their thank offerings, while to strangers and 
others temporarily uniting in the worship of the Church an opportunity is of- 
fered of assisting the Church in its work. Believing that family religion, family 
training, and family worship underlie all successful church work, it is aimed to 
give public recognition to the truth in the allotment of pews by which families 
are kept together in the worship in the Lord’s house. 


“Nor are the words of Christ forgotten: “Ye have the poor with you always.” 
No person who desires to unite in the services of the church, but is unable to 
rent a sitting, will be excluded, but seats are provided for them, and all such 
contributions to the funds of the church as they are able and willing to make. 
Cordial welcome to every pew is offered to strangers and visitors. The deacons 
will be always on hand to extend to such the Christian hospitalities of the whole 
congregation. 


“In the erection of this beautiful ornament of our city, Mr. C. Shryock, the 
architect, had made a noble monument to his own skill and good taste.” 


Description of the Edifice 


“It is a plain Gothic structure, built of brick neatly oiled and pencilled. The 
doors and windows of the facade and bower have cut stone hood mouldings and 
the buttresses cut stone sloping copings. The front gables are also covered with 
cut stone copings supported by cut stone and brick corbels. Further than this no 
attempt was made at external decoration. The building is 58 feet wide and 85 
feet long including the buttresses. The tower projects 5 feet and a projection in 
the rear 5%, making the entire length 98 feet. The tower is 18 feet square and 
100 feet high to apex the gables, the square from apex to tower gables to top of 
lightning rod is 80 feet, making the whole height 180 feet. The entrance to the 
interior is by three doors in the facade. The two doors on the right and left of 
the tower, lead to the basement room; also, by winding stairs to the main floor, 
(together with a broad flight of steps from the central door) landing in a lobby 
extending across the front of the church. The stairs named above have thirteen 
risers each and are broad and easy of accent. From the lobby three doors 
open into the audience room, and a flight of stairs on each side of the tower 
leads to the gallery. The audience room is 50 feet 8 inches by 54 feet 5 inches 
long on the main floor, exclusive of recess for rostrum at the rear end of the 
room. The ceiling is 81 feet high from the floor and is grained. 


“The main vault being a semi-elipse intersected by gothic vaults over the win- 
dows and recesses in front and rears. The grains are covered with moulded ribs 
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meeting under richly ornamented bosser in the middle. The ceiling is supported 
by corbels projecting from the face of the walls on a line with the spring of 
window arches. 


“The windows, on account of their proportions and beautiful stained glass 
form a very attractive feature of the audience room, all of the woodwork of this 
room including wainscoating, pews, pulpit, pulpit steps, and gallery front, is of 
oak, and walnut in varnish, and is arrayed to produce a very pleasing effect. The 
seats and backs of the pews are upholstered in the most substantial manner in 
crimson rap and curled hair and the entire floor covered with a fine double 
English Brussels red and black carpet. 


“The gallery on each side of the tower is provided with comfortable pews, 
and owing to the perfect ventilation from the windows and the admirable acoustic 
properties of the room is a very desirable part of the house to sit in. The central 
part of the gallery projects into the audience room and is intended for the choir; 
immediately in the rear and running into the tower is a large space for the organ. 
The audience room and gallery is principally lighted by a chandelier of the most 
beautiful and modern pattern having 30 burners. The house is to be heated by 
two furnaces to be located in the cellar of the tower. All the work is thoroughly 
and admirably done. 


“The excavations were made by Meiz George; the rubble masonry by Tom 
Dargovel; brickwork by G. D. Wilgus; cut stone work by Hummel & Son, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; carpenters work by F. Bush & Son; plastering by B. F. Hall & Co.; 
painting by C. W. Foushee; tin work by M. S. Thompson; gas fittings by John ime 
Geary; slating by F. Bush & Son; pews and pulpits by Grant & Co., Richmond, 
Indiana; upholstering by J. W. Patterson. 


“The addition of the three thousand dollar organ to this interior appointments 
of the edifice will render the First Presbyterian Church of Lexington one of the 
most beautiful and attractive places of worship in the West.” 

From Lexington Observer & Reporter, May 8, 1872. 


The Pulpit Bible 
When the present church building was dedicated in May 1872, a pulpit 
Bible, which is still in use, was given by the young ladies of the Church. Mrs. 
Willis Field, a daughter of Cincinnatus Shryock, the architect of the Church, 
thought that the following young women gave the Bible. 
Miss Lillie Duncan 


Miss Wanniev A ters 2 tuo ele ee ee ere Mrs. John Pew 
Miss Bessie Frazer 
Miss Nannie Frazer + _----- daughters of Oliver Frazer the portrait painter 


Miss Fannie Frazer 
Miss Nellie Bell 


Miss Mary DMPO DSLITe ima epee rammmemegmerr te |! Dial) RIP ut Mrs. Matt Simpson 


Mioom Ni CROMTODSIILC 4) wyerern ere tara 3) Ae any le Mrs. Weather 
Miss Nickie Ogden, sister of Mrs. Alex Gratz 

HIS ANIM Cet OSse artes or tomer. yet ee. Sng edi Mrs. Henry Higgins 
Py iSee Me IK CAC MEDS 187 )0e nel eit el oy 9 sister of Miss Jimmie Kinkead 
piissmnletiCuNTe Chesney. eee pie aieal! tate ieee ener Mrs. Tom Martin 


Miss Jennie Cooper 
Miss Mollie Desha 


Miss Ella Shryock 


Mioalie Bicld } daughters of Cincinnatus Shryock 


Mrs. Harney 
Mrs. Searles sisters 
Miss Sarah Wallace 


Mrs. Shropshire 
Mrs. Berry sisters 
Miss Anna Didlake 


Miss Letitia Bullock ae 
Miss Molly Bullock Bonte 


The Session of the Ist Presbyterian Church of Lexington, Ky., to the flock 
over which the Holy Ghost hath made us overseers:— 
Brethren in Christ:— 


We are impelled in faithfulness and love, after prayer and deliberation, to 
address you the following letter on the subject of 


Conformity to The World 


The life of the Christian is one which does not share, nor even know, I John 
iii, 1 “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that we 
should be called the sons of God; therefore the world knoweth us not because 
it knoweth him not.” 


“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” 2 Cor. v. 17. The affections, 
hopes, aims, and fears of this “new man” are such as the world has no sympathy 
for; on the contrary it is irreconcilably opposed to them. “Because ye are not of 
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you.” John xv 19 And so reckless of all kindly, human ties is this hatred, that “a 
man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” Matt. X 36. 


Every Christian must encounter this opposition in some degree. Hora! 
they that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Tim. iii, 12. 
And “whosoever will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” James iv. 4. 

This new love is fed by secret springs. It is imparted by the Holy Spirit 
through the word of God; and it is sustained and developed by the same word as 
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taught and applied by the Spirit. The dignity and glory of this life are beyond 
comprehension. For according to the Scriptures, it is a life of fellowship with 
God the Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ; a life of communion with the 
Holy Ghost, whose dwelling in every believer is spoken of by Christ as “a well 
of water within springing up into everlasting life,” John iv. 14, and as “rivers of 
living water” overflowing from the Christian’s full heart to communicate his life 
and joy to others. John vii, 38. 


If it were a full description of a Christian to picture this his “new nature,” 
there could be no such thing in Christian experience as conformity to the world. 


But the word of God, as well as all Christian experience, tells us of the “old 
man to be put off, as well as of the “new man” to be put on (Eph. iv, 22-24); of 
the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit lusting against the flesh, and IT 
IS IN THE STRUGGLES OF THIS CONFLICT THAT WORLDLY CON- 
FORMITY TAKES ITS RISE. 


A single precept of the word of God comprehends all that is to be said of 
the Christian's resources and duty in this conflict. “Walk in the Spirit and ye 
shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.” Gal. V, 16. Obedience to this one injunction 
is the Divine provision against conformity to the world. Such obedience, when 
full and intelligent, implies conscious recognition of the truth of the Spirit's 
indwelling in the believer, for the support and development of his own spir- 
itual life, as well as for the supply of all his power for testimony and service 
toward others. And the recognition of this truth is to be, not merely its adoption 
into one’s formal creed, but the acting upon it in the details, even the minutest, 
of one’s daily life. “And whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” Cor. iii. 17. 


Now just in proportion as Christians “keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bonds of peace,” (Eph. iv, 3.) they will agree in the deduction of these principles 
from the word of God, and in their application. 


But in the church we have the weak in the faith as well as the strong. “One 
believeth that he may eat all things; another who is weak, eateth herbs. One 
regardeth one day above another; another esteemeth every day alike.” Rom. 
xiv, 3-5. 


To harmonize the differences in practice of those who thus differ in opinion, 
the Scriptures give us two clear and simple principles. 


I. LET EVERY ONE BE FULLY PERSUADED IN HIS OWN MIND 
AS TO ANY COURSE OF CONDUCT HE MAY ADOPT. Rom. xiv. 22, 23. 


Let every believer apply this first principle to participation in games of 
chance; attendance on horse-racing, whether running or trotting races; promiscu- 
ous dancing of every kind, and the “round dances” in all their forms, and at all 
places and times; the sending of your children to a dancing school; the prosecu- 
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tion, open or secret, of any business or calling; attendance on the theatre, the 
circus, etc., your style of living, and of dress, especially in the house of God; 
the dress and education of your children—in short, to the ten thousand details 
of the conduct of yourselves and your households. 


Whenever you can say that you are “fully persuaded in your own minds” as 
to the consistency of your conduct in these matters with your profession as fol- 
lowers of the meek and lowly Jesus, whom to follow is to deny one’s self daily 
and take up one’s cross, then we say to you as the prophet said to Naaman, “Go 
In Peace,” wherever the second principle the Scriptures give you for your guid- 
ance will permit you to go. 


II. This second principle is “IN THAT IN WHICH YOU ALLOW YOUR- 
SELVES LIBERTY, TAKE HEED (1 Cor. viii.) LEST BY ANY MEANS THIS 
LIBERTY OF YOURS BECOME A STUMBLING-BLOCK TO THEM THAT 
ARE WEAK; FOR WHEN YOU SO SIN AGAINST THE BRETHREN THAT 
WOUND THEIR WEAK CONSCIENCE, YE SIN AGAINST CHRIST.” 


“See to it, then that when you are fully persuaded in your own mind as to 
your own liberty to participate in any amusement or practice, your example does 
not influence others, who are not so persuaded, to sin against their consciences. 
If some one led to go to the races, or to dance, or to play at cards, or to engage 
in any practice with a doubting and, therefore, a guilty conscience, because 
Mr. A. goes too, and Mrs. B. thinks there is no harm in it? 


The application of these principles may generally be best left to each one’s 
judgment and conscience, but not always. The elders are to take heed not only 
to themselves but also to the flock of God, over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made them overseers. 


In the judgment of the session of this Church we are called upon at this 
time to make a faithful and searching application to our conduct of the teaching 
of God’s word in regard to worldly conformity. We are painfully aware of in- 
creasing participation in worldly amusements and worldly conduct, on the part 
of those who call themselves Christians, in every part of the Church. 


The triumph with which the fact is hailed by worldlings ought to convince 
any one that the world itself regards such conformity as a surrender to the world 
on the part of the church. And the exultation with which it is said “Such and such 
a Presbyterian was there,” shows clearly the high position our church has hitherto 
maintained, in comparison with other churches, in regard to such matters. Shall 
we surrender this high position? 


Shall we in such a conflict make any compromise with the world, or even 
battle on the defensive at all? High as the position of our church may have been 
in comparison with that of others, it never has been so high as to come up to 
the standard set for us in the word of God. “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers, for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
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And what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel (unbeliever)? And 
what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I will 
be their God and they shall be my people. Wherefore come ye out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I 
will receive you. And will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 2 Cor. vi. 14-18, vii 1. 


We make one practical suggestion. The art of Christian social enjoyment is 
yet to be learned among us. Let Christians study to make their homes happy, 
so that our children finding at home Christian provision for that amusement 
which is demanded by their nature, may not be tempted to seek abroad, that 
which ought to be supplied in fullest measure, of all places in the world, in 
christian households, viz: True rational happiness suited to every class and to 
every age. And let the circle of influence of our christian homes be expended 
so as to embrace in blessing not only our children, but also all those of the body 
of Christ, who may not have homes among us. 


In conclusion, probing to the root these tendencies in the church to worldly 
conformity, we shall find them in every case to take their rise in the decline 
of personal piety. And here, too, the remedy, if thorough, must be applied—by 
personal, honest, childlike confession to Our Father of our shortcoming and 
failure, and by walking in simpler obedience to the indwelling Spirit and in closer 
fellowship with the brethren, as “members one of another.” For, in the cultiva- 
tion of true christian brotherhood, next to communion with God, we shall best 
fortify ourselves against the world, the flesh, and the devil. 


By Order Of The Session, 
Wm. Dinwiddie, Moderator” 


Lexington, Ky., August 1872. 


A Flattering Call 


The congregation of the First Presbyterian Church, agreeable to announce- 
ment, at the church on Mill Street yesterday, unanimously called to the pas- 
torate Rev. R. G. Brank, of St. Louis. Mr. Brank was for many years pastor 
of the Second Church as it is now called. A division having taken place in the 
congregation, immediately after the war, and a resort to legal proceedings 
having been made for the determination of the ownership of the aie ch property, 
Mr. Brank and his friends were defeated. They then met in the court-house, and 
there, as everywhere else, large crowds flocked to hear Mr. Brank. Now, this 
congregation has the neatest, prettiest church in the city, and it is a fitting 
compliment to the old pastor that he should be recalled to a field where he la- 
bored so earnestly and so effectively. 
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The First Wedding in the Present Building 


On October 26th, 1875, Miss Charlotte Elizabeth Price was married to Mr. 
Dan P. Scott in the present church building. This was one of the first marriage 
ceremonies performed by Dr. Bartlett. This was the largest wedding ever held in 
the church. 


Mr. and Mrs. Scott were the parents of Mrs. Elizabeth Price Scott Phillips a 
member of this church. 


The New Organ 


The members of the First Presbyterian Church will have the new organ, 
which has lately been purchased by the united effort of the membership, ready 
for a trial exhibition on Friday evening next. The small admission fee of 50 cents 
will be charged in order to raise means to assist in defraying the expenses. 


We hope the house will be filled to its utmost capacity. Two fine per- 
formers, Mr. Pilcher, of St. Louis, and Mr. R. de Roode of this city will perform 
on the instrument, besides some fine vocal music may be expected. 


From The Lexington Press, August 2, 1876. 


Grand Organ Opening 

“The organ recently purchased by the First Presbyterian Church of this city 
was opened by an appropriate concert on Friday evening last. Mr. W. H. Pilcher, 
organist of St. John’s Church, St. Louis, Missouri, was the principal performer 
of the evening, and was ably assisted by Mr. R. de Roode, Mr. A. A. De Long, 
Mrs. B. W. Dudley and Miss Minnie Clay. Of the performance of Mr. W. H. 
Pilcher we can honestly speak in terms of highest praise. His selections were 
mainly pieces of extreme difficulty, requiring a perfection of execution which 
is to be attained only by long years of the closest application. That he has at his 
early age attained so large a mastery of his chosen instrument, gives the promise 
that when other years of study have been added, and when a larger experience 
of head and heart shall have led him to deeper feeling and greater breadth and 
clearness of expression, he will take rank among the leading musicians of our 
country. His execution of difficult pedal passages is remarkable, and we may 
safely say that at his age he has no superior among Western organists. 


“The appearance of the instrument is very striking, the case being of ash 
and walnut, with illuminated front speaking pipes. It is built with all the modern 
improvements which give the performer complete control. The registers, twenty- 
four in number, are complete. The bellows is controlled and constructed on Mr. 
William Pilcher’s patent, greatly increasing capacity, economy, space and ef- 
ficiency. 

“The organ was built by Henry Pilcher & Sons of Louisville, Kentucky, for- 
merly of St. Louis, Missouri. The father of Messrs. Pilcher was engaged for 
many years in the same business in New York, having settled there from London 
in 1882. 
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“No part of the performance was more highly appreciated than the singing 
of Mrs. Dudley and Miss Clay. Few amateurs will venture to render the songs 
which they sang and fewer will possess that depth of feeling and expression with 
which they held the audience. They were admirably sustained by the accom- 
panyist, Mr. R. de Roode. 


“We are sure that if our people who always appreciate what is good, had 
known of the feast provided, there would have been fewer seats unoccupied in 
the church. 


“We cannot close without noticing the exquisite fitness of closing the dedi- 
cation with the mighty strains of OLD HUNDRED. The people, the organ, the 
church vibrated with the profoundest sympathy.” 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow”! 


From The Lexington Press, August 8, 1876. 


It would have been interesting to have the comments of Dr. R. J. Breckin- 
ridge on this occasion. He refused to accept a gift from an admiring friend of 
an Erban Pipe Organ for the First Presbyterian Church. Whenever an oppor- 
tunity was given he spoke against instrumental music. 


Meeting of the Southern Presbyterian General Assembly in the First Church, 
May 17, 1883 


The First Church was host to the Southern General Assembly, in May 1883. 
The opening sermon was preached from the text Isaiah 53, 10, by the retiring 
Moderator, Rev. R. K. Smoot, D.D., of Austin, Texas. Rev. Theodorick Pryor, 
D.D., aged eighty-two years, the oldest member of the Assembly was elected 
Moderator by acclamation. He was nominated by Rev. J. J. Bullock, Chaplain of 
the United States Senate, and a brother of Mr. Robert S. Bullock, a ruling elder 
in the First Church. 


The Lexington Press of May 18, 1883, had this to say about the Assembly: 


“There are 117 delegates and preachers in the Assembly. It is one of the 
finest looking bodies of men ever assembled in Lexington.” 


One of the highlights of the Assembly was the visit of the fraternal dele- 
gates from the Northern Assembly. The Lexington Press commented as follows: 


“At this moment a venerable and highly intelligent body of men appeared in the en- 
trance to the Center aisle. The hum of voices ceased, and eager eyes turned to catch 
a first glimpse of the distinguished men who bore greetings of love from the great 
Northern Church. In advance of the others walked Hon. William Strong of Philadel- 
phia, the Chairman of the delegation. A gentleman of national repute, a distinguished 
jurist of broad culture, and withal a devout Christian, no fitter person could have been 
chosen the Chairman of a delegation with a mission of such moment to perform. Next 
came the venerable and learned editor of the New York Observer, Rev. T. Irenaeus 
Prime, D.D. As a religious journalist he is perhaps without his peer. Following him 
came the Rev. Samuel J. Niccolls, D.D., of St. Louis, Missouri, the most fluent and 
eloquent speaker in the delegation. Next came Rev. E. P. Humphrey, D.D., of Louisville, 
Kentucky, with him Hon. Samuel W. More, of Chicago, bringing up the rear.” 


Each one of the members of the delegation made eloquent addresses to 
the Assembly pleading for unity and reconciliation in the Presbyterian family in 
America. 


Dr. Humphrey had been Moderator of the Assembly in 1851, and Dr. 
Niccolls had presided over the Assembly of 1872. Judge Story had been a 
member of the United States Supreme Court. 


Two young ministers who were to become preeminent in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, Charles R. Hemphill, aged 31, and W. W. Moore, aged 
26, met for the first time in this church. Dr. Hemphill was then a professor 
in Columbia Seminary, and Dr. Moore was pastor in Millersburg, Kentucky. 
Dr. Hemphill was destined to guide the fortunes of Louisville Seminary and 
Dr. Moore was to lead Union Seminary in Virginia to success and fame. 


This assembly was composed of many distinguished ministers and ruling 
elders. An unusual number of the ministers had been or were to be Moderators 
of the General Assembly, as follows:— 


SiomaseheaVy else eo sau Pee kel 
PO OO Cee tte. be Pk 2 BRM ea ER LS 1882 
Theodorick Pryor yk Pee ee.) hee ae Se ag 1883 
pm Wes OO Olin ss fieae ent tet ere cee 1884 
NAVe dete TEN aaWONIGR oa ees eae ee 1885 
Tho: Thy TREO e202 COR Sr) Ee se Sele eee 1888 
(pe ile mp Li llwaee coe eee Se eS 1895 
INGA GC etENI NV OOUSS see w ly Nes Uri ok Oeee Oe 1901 
hy TE EAN ted ec ae ds 2 lh ea i Ps ee ee 1905 
RUSS CLG CC) meee oo om a Ee es ee a ee 1911 


Rey. Joseph R. Wilson, father of Woodrow Wilson was the Stated Clerk 
of the Assembly. 


Enlargement and Improvement of the Church Building in 1897-8 


A committee was appointed on September 4, 1896 to enlarge and improve 
the church building. This committee was composed of: 
Dr. F. H. Clarke, Chairman 
C. B. Ross, Secretary 
Rh. S. DeLong, Treasurer 
Handeseh scott 
H. B. McClellan 


Some work was done in the fall in 1896. A congregational meeting was 
held on April 25, 1897, when the committee was given authority to proceed 
to carry out the plans submitted to the congregation. The plan included the 
following: 

Building extended 16 feet toward Market Street 
Extension of 16 feet deep and 22 feet wide for the organ 
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Rooms added on ground floor for Sunday school, Session and 
Church Societies. 

Purchase a new organ 

Two new furnaces and ventilating system 

New pews 

New carpet 

New art glass windows 

Painting church within and without 

Electric lights and water installed 


An advisory committee consisting of several women was appointed. On this 


committee were: 


Mrs. R. S. Bullock 

Mrs. J. Hull Davidson 

Mrs. James F’. Scott 

Mrs. C. Suydam Scott 

Mrs. Bettie T. Bryan 

Miss Mary Kinkead 

Miss Sarah S. Bullock 

Miss Georgia M. McClellan 


This committee selected the windows and carpet and attended to the 


tinting of the interior walls. 


Mrs. J. Hull Davidson died in March 1897 and Mr. James F. Scott died in 


November 1897. Mr. C. Suydam Scott was elected to fill the vacancy on the 
building committee. 


[65 | 


The architects were H. W. Aldenburg and James R. Scott. 


The cost of this work was $22,171.49. 
(See minutes of the Session, March 20, 1898) 


THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
of 
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 


By Rev. William V. Gardner, D.D. 


There are ten impressive stained glass windows in the series within the 
sanctuary of this church. All of them portray epic events in the life of our 
Lord. Nine of these windows are of canopy design, reminding one of the 
windows so beautifully done in this style by the English of York during the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries. The tenth window, the oldest, which is 
an opalescent type is a copy of the oil-painted picture by Heinrich Hoffman of 
Christ in Gethsemane. It is a Tiffany-type window though probably not a 
product of the Tiffany Studios. 


As one faces the pulpit from the rear of the church, the sequence of the 
windows begins on one’s immediate right. The window number six is on one’s 
immediate left. 


Window Number One: The Nativity Scene 
The scene portrayed in this window is a well-known one in the history of 
the Christian Church. Here we find the mother, Mary, kneeling in adoration 
before her first-born son. Behind her is Joseph, lost in wonder and adoration, 
too. Included in the picture are the Wise Men and the cattle, characteristic of 
the Christmas story. In the upper part of the window, within the circle, is 
Jesse. This figure is used as a type and anti-type of the Nativity. 


This window is given “In memory of George and Louise Headley by their 
sons: George, Duval, Hal and Julien.” The window was designed and executed 
by Mr. Robert M. Metcalf of Yellow Springs, Ohio. 


Window Number Two: Christ in the Home of Mary and Martha 

This window delineates the beloved Biblical scene of Jesus in the home of 
these two sisters in Bethany. Martha and Mary are deeply troubled, lamenting 
the loss of their brother. The presence of our Lord becomes very personal 
and reassuring. He is there not only as the Lord of Life, but as the Lord of 
Death. At the top is a medallion of the Ark with the rainbow, symbolizing the 
Christian Church. The ornamental border blocks with oil jars and doors on 
either side, represent our Lord. The small figures are those of Rebecca, Ruth, 
Naomi and Esther, a group of noble women. 


This window was given “In loving memory of Julia Davies by her husband, 
Elder William Davies.” It, along with the next four windows, was designed 
and constructed by Arthur Norris of New Rochelle, New York. 


Window Number Three: The Sermon on the Mount 
In this window we have portrayed the unforgetable Galilean scene of Christ 
speaking to His disciples. His immortal words on this occasion have for cen- 
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turies been lovingly known as the “Sermon On The Mount.” The top medallion 
is the figure of a crowned woman, which again symbolizes the life and vitality 
of the Christian Church. On the ornamental border are found lion heads and 
the star of Jacob, which are symbols of our Lord. There are also four angels 
placed in the border holding musical instruments, symbolizing praise. 


This window was given ain memory of Annielyle Bradley Barnes. It was 
also executed by Mr. Arthur Norris. 


Window Number Four: Christ Blessing Little Children 


In this window we have depicted a scene well-known and loved by every 
Christian. Our Saviour has removed Himself for the moment from his carping 
enemies. He comes into the presence of a mother and two children. Woman- 
hood and childhood have henceforth been more meaningful in the Christian 
Revelation, for He “takes the little children up in His arms, puts His hands upon 
them and blesses them.” In the borders are four suggestive small pictures: those 
of Joseph, David, Ishmael and Samuel. 


This window was given “In memory of George W. and Nannie P. Headley” 
by Miss Lillian Headley. This window was also designed and built by Mr. 
Arthur Norris. 


Window Number Five: Christ and the Rich Young Ruler 


Bible students will always hold in reverent memory the scene set forth in 
this window. The central theme depicted in this scene is that of our Saviour 
confronting an attractive and successful young man. He comes to our Saviour 
in quest of Life. In answer to his quest and question, our Lord puts forth a 
stern demand: “Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast and give to 
the poor, and come follow me.” In the ornamental borders are four small 
figures: Hannah, Paul, Abraham and the Widow, symbolizing those who, in 
sacrifice and love, found abundant life. 


This window was given “In memory of Charles H. Bowyer by his wife, Mattie 
Schmidt Bowyer.” It also was executed by Mr. Arthur Norris. 


Window Number Six: The Good Samaritan 
This window simply and strikingly portrays the well-known parable of the 
Good Samaritan. The scene is a highway between Jerusalem and Jericho. A 
traveler has been waylaid, robbed, beaten and left to die. The Levite and the 
Priest are shown as refusing to help and “passing by on the other side.” Only 
a despised Samaritan put forth a helping and healing hand. 


The symbol in the upper part of the window is the winged ox, symbolizing 
the Gospel of Luke. 


This window was given “In memory of Dr. Frank H. Clarke” by Mr. Hal 
Price Headley. It was designed and made by the John A. Riordan Company 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Window Number Seven: The Transfiguration 


The enduring scene in this window is that of the Transfiguration of our 
Lord. With Him on a high mountain in Galilee are Peter, James and John. 
“Before them His face did shine as the sun and His raiment was white as the 
light.” At the Transfiguration, God revealed finally and fully the way of suf- 
fering which lay ahead for His Son. The impact and meaning of the Trans- 


figuration is heightened by the appearance of Moses and Elijah talking with 
Him. 


This window was given “In loving memory of Anna Bruce Houston Davis 
by her husband, William Emrys Davis.” It also was designed and built by 
the John A. Riordan Company. 


Window Number Eight: Gethsemane 


This is the oldest window in our sanctuary. It is an opalescent type with 
a copy of the oil-painted picture “Christ in Gethsemane” by Heinrich Hoffman. 
It is a Tiffany-type window though probably not executed by the Tiffany 
Studios. 


In this window we see our Saviour in the Garden of Gethsemane, at mid- 
night, praying under the olive trees. The full moon of the Passover Season 
shines in all its brilliance. The time of the Lord’s departure is at hand and He 
withdrew into the garden to be alone. He prays earnestly, “Remove this cup 
from me; nevertheless not my will but Thine be done.” God's answer was the 
Cross. Tomorrow He would be led to Calvary. 


This window was given in memory om Kates Ds Berry, 


Window Number Nine: The Resurrection 


In this window we have portrayed the all-important fact of the Resurrection 
of our Saviour. The triumphant Christ is seen walking out of His tomb, “Alive 
Forevermore. The onlookers are stunned and in great perplexity at what has 
come to pass on Easter Day. As a result of the great miracle of the Resurrec- 
tion, the Christian Church was born and the believer's hope was forever at- 
tested. The symbol in the upper part of the window is the eagle, the traditional 
symbol of the Gospel of John. 


This window was “Given by Alma Headley DeWaal.” It also was designed 
and executed by the John A. Riordan Company. 


Window Number Ten: The Christian Church in Action 


In this window we have portrayed the world mission of the Church: the 
carrying of the Gospel of Christ to the ends of the earth. The scene in this 
window embraces one of the eventful scenes in the ministry of the Apostle Paul. 
Here we see him at Philippi making ready to baptize Lydia and her household. 
Here, too, is portrayed the gospel moving out of Asia Minor into Greece. At 
Philippi the first Christian Church of the west came into being. The seven 
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smaller figures are symbolic of the men and women of all races who will some 
day embrace the Christ. The symbol in the upper part of the window is symbolic 
of the quickening power of the Word of God which must forever be preached 
by the Church. The phrase “Spiritus Gladius” means “The Sword of the Spirit” 
— the sharp thrust of God’s Word to man. 


The window was given “To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Mary 
H. W. Jewell and John B. Jewell” by Mrs. Jewell’s sister, Mrs. Therese Worth- 
ington Grant. This final window also was built and designed by the John A. 
Riordan Company. 
The Bronze Plaques 
On the walls of the church are beautiful bronze plaques erected in memory 
of three pastors and beloved members of the church. 
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THIS ORGAN 
WAS 
REBUY ESN 
1936 
THROUGH 
THE GENEROSITY 
OF 
MRS. KAROLINE B. GUND 
1864 — 1934 


IN MEMORY OF 
FRANCES JEWELL McVEY 
1889 — 1945 
A MEMBER OF THIS CHURCH FOR FORTY FIVE YEARS 
GRADUATE AND TRUSTEE OF VASSAR COLLEGE 
DEAN OF WOMEN OF THE UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 
TEACHER AND WRITER 
GRACIOUS HOSTESS OF MAXWEEL PLACE 
WIFE OF FRANK LEROND McVEY 
THE WISDOM OF HER MIND, THE KINDNESS OF HER HEART 
AND THE RARE QUALITY OF HER SPIRIT ARE VAY PRECIOUS 
HERITAGE. 
ERECTED 1946. BY F. LE. MCY. 


IN MEMORY OF 
ASA HICKMAN JEWELL 
1857 — 1937 
ORDAINED DEACON JUNE 1905 
ORDAINED ELDER APRIL 1910 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
1905 — 1915 
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IN MEMORY OF 
SAMUEL MACKAY WILSON 
1871 — 1946 
SOLDIER, LAWYER, AUTHOR 
RULING ELDER IN THIS CHURCH 
OUR BELOVED FOUNDER AND LEADER 
ERECTED 1947 
BY 
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. BARNABAS 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


LIEUTENANT MATT COHEN MYERS 
1924 — 1945 
KILLED IN ACTION OVER 
KYUSHU, JAPAN MAY 1945 
HE LAID HIS-YOUNG LIFE DOWN 
FOR HIS COUNTRY THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND FREEDOM MIGHT PREVAIL 
ERECTED IN LOVING MEMORY 
BY HIS FAMILY 
OCTOBER 1947 
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LEON ATKINS RANDOLPH 

1882 — 1942 
A DEACONTAND EGDER IN AEHIS| GHURGE 
1917 — 1942 
GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER 
LILLIAN H. AND MAXINE RANDOLPH 

MAY 1954 


IN MEMORY OF 
CHARLES NOURSE LYLE 
1865 — 1942 
A DEACON AND ELDER IN THIS CHURCH 
CHILD OF THE MANSE LOYAL CHURCHMAN 
GENTLE IN SPIRIT, A MAN WITHOUT GUILE 
AIEEE OF UNSELEISH LOVE AND SERVICE 
Or PenlennhrOUSeSHA IE BE CEE TD 
IN EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE.” 
PRESENTED BY HIS WIPE 
BEE By RIGHARDSON, LYLE 
JUNE 27, 1948 
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IN MEMORY OF 
MISS N. ISABEL SCHMIDT 
1865 — 1953 
WHOSE GENEROUS LEGACY MADE POSSIBLE 
THE REMODELING AND EQUIPMENT 
OF OUR CHURCH SCHOOL BUILDING 
IN 1955 — 1956 


IN MEMORY OF 
ANNE ELLEN TARLTON 
1867 — 1957 
FOR FIFTY NINE YEARS 
AN HONORED, BELOVED 
AND DEVOTED MEMBER OF THIS CHURCH 
GIVEN BY HER DAUGHTERS 
FANNIE SUMMERS TARLTON 
AND 
JOE TARLTON RODES 
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IN MEMORY OF 
CINCINNATUS SHRYOCK 
1816 — 1888 
ARCHITECT OF THIS CHURCH 
ERECTED 1872 
AN ELDER AND CLERK 
OF THE SESSION 
GIVEN BY HIS GRANDCHILDREN 
1957 


ROBERT WHITFIELD MILES, D.D. 
PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH 
1933 — 1952 
KNOWN AND LOVED IN THE COMMUNITY 
FOR His CONTRIBUTION TO JUSTICE, 
AMITY, UNDERSTANDING AND GOODWILL 
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THESE CARILLONIC BELLS 
ARE, DEDICATED TO 
THE GLORY OF GOD 
AND 
TO THE MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH 
WHO SERVED MANKIND SO VALIANTLY 
IN ACHIEVING HIS PEACE 
GIVEN BY 
MRS. CHARLES WELLINGTON BURT 
ANNO DOMINI 1945 


CAPTAIN WILLIAM BENJAMIN ELDER 
BORN SEPTEMBER 10, 1911 
KILLED IN ACTION VIRE, FRANCE 
AUGUST 9, 1944 
ONE OF THAT GOODLY NUMBER 
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES THAT LIFE 
MIGHT BE LIVED IN FREEDOM 
BY THEIR FELLOWS. 
PLACED IN LOVING MEMORY 
BY HIS WIFE 
KATHERINE AND SON, JOHN TOBITT 
APRIL 1948 
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TH iSSt ADEE 
IS IN RECOGNITION OF A REQUEST MADE TO 
LAiSsseChURCHeBY 
MRS. MATTIE SEARLES SCOTT 
IN MEMORY OF HER HUSBAND 
CORNELIUS SUYDAM SCOTT 
AN HONORED ELDER 1895 — 1908 
1931 


REV, DHAREAND He RIZE D-D: 
1881 — 1933 
PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH 
1927 — 1933 


ERECTED IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF HIS 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE RENDERED IN 

THIS CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 
IN LOVING MEMORY : 
OF 
REV. W. F. V. BARTLETT, D.D. 
BORN AUGUST 20, 18831— DIED APRIL 15, 1903 
FOR TWENTY SIX YEARS A FAITHFUL 
PASTOR OF THIS CHURCH 
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THE FIRST CHURCH AND HOME MISSIONS 


The first Church has always taken a deep interest in the Home Mission 
work in Kentucky. When the Synod’s Home Mission work was started in Ken- 
tucky in 1881, Dr. Bartlett and the First Church were among its most active 
supporters, and this interest has continued until the present. 


In 1891 the First Church built a handsome chapel and called Rev. C. T. 
Thomson to become the missionary pastor. This chapel has become the strong 
Maxwell Street Church of the present. 


On January 2, 1902, the Session authorized the securing of a lot on Breckin- 
ridge Street for a mission. 


The following motion prevailed on October 7, 1907: 

“On motion Elder Norwood, Dr. Muller and G. Allison Holland were appointed a 
Committee to establish a mission on Loudon Avenue, this city.” 

From the Minutes of the Session, November 4, 1907, is this statement: 
“Elder Forman reported the opening of a mission work on Maple Street near Loudon 
Avenue, on yesterday November 3, 1907, with an attendance of about fifty and that 
the outlook was encouraging.” 

The following financial report was made November 2, 1908: 

“Miss Georgia McClellan, treasurer, of the Maple Street Mission reported that the 
amount of $236.10, was raised for the Maple Street Mission after all expenses had 
been paid a balance of $27.82 remains. For the building fund the amount of $75.72 
has been put in the Savings Bank.” 

The following motion was passed April 23, 1909: 

“Elder Norwood moved that a committee be appointed to build a chapel on Loudon 
Avenue. Dr. Muller appointed a committee to contract for and to build the chapel 
with full power to act. He appointed on the committee Dr. F. H. Clarke, Dr. E. M. 
Norwood and C. B. Ross.” 

The chapel was ready for use on September 5, 1909: 

“Professor A. N. Gordon being present reported that on last Sunday evening he had 
informed the Ross Memorial Mission workers that the new building on Loudon Avenue 
was at their disposal. He further said workers had taken possession and the regular 
Thursday afternoon prayer meeting was held therein on Thursday afternoon last. The 
report of Professor Gordon was received and directed to be spread upon the Minutes.” 


Home Mission Work 


On December 5, 1917, Mr. Foley Price was appointed Superintendent of 
the Ross Memorial Chapel Sunday school. 


Mrs. A. Prewitt Payne unanimously elected Superintendent of the Ross 
Memorial Chapel Sunday school on May 28, 1924. 


On July 14, 1929, it was decided to discontinue the work at Ross Memorial 
Chapel and to sell the building. 


A committee was appointed on November 1, 1927, to consider the organi- 
zation of a Sunday School in Rosemont Gardens. This mission has grown into 
the Hunter Church which is rendering such efficient services today. 
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Although the idea of organizing the Kastminster Church did not originate 
with the First Church, a deep concern and interest have been shown in the 


welfare of Eastminster. The First Church has invested about $15,000 in East- 
minster. 


When the Meadowthorpe Church was started, the First Church manifested 
a deep interest and has contributed handsomely to its support. 


While these pages are being written the First Church is much interested 
in the beginning of mission work in several locations in Lexington. 


Centennial of the Synod of Kentucky 


On October 14, 1802, the first meeting of the Synod of Kentucky was held 
in the First Church when Rev. David Rice, “Father” of Kentucky Presbyterianism 
was elected Moderator 


One hundred years after this, October 13, 1902, the two Synods of Kentucky 
celebrated its centennial when the First Church was again host. Rev. Charles 
Robert Hemphill, D.D., was Moderator. 


The following was the program for this historic occasion: 

The Committee on Arrangements for the joint meeting of the two Synods of 
Kentucky to celebrate the centennial of the organization of Synod, presented the 
following order of exercises for Wednesday, October 14th: 


CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
MORNING 


Administration of the Lord’s Supper by the Moderators of the Synods. 

Address: “The Planting of the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky,’ Rev. Henry 

Alexander White, D.D., Synod of Virginia. 

3. Address: “Historical Sketch of the Synod,” Hon. E. W. C. Humphrey, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

4, Address: “Evangelistic Work of the Synod,” Rev. Chas. R. Hemphill, D.D., 

LL.D., Louisville, Ky. 


De 


AFTERNOON 
Devotional Exercises 


5. Address: “The Historic Doctrines of the Synod,” Rev. Willis Green Craig, D.D., 
LL.D., Chicago, Illinois. 

6. Address: “The Educational Work of the Synod,” Rev. Francis R. Beattie, D.D., 
LL.D., Louisville, Kentucky. 

7. Address: “The Development of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church,” Rev. 
John A. McKamy, D.D., Nashville, Tenn. 


EVENING 
Devotional Exercises 


8. “Retrospect,” Hon. T. W. Bullitt, Louisville. 
9. “A Woman’s College for Kentucky,” Mr. R. T. Quisenberry, Danville. 
10. “Elements of our Strength,” Mr. Helm Bruce, Louisville. 
11. “Prospect,” Mr. W. L. Threlkeld, Lexington. 
The Synod of Kentucky has met five times in the present building. When 
it met here in 1936, one of the most honored elders of the First Church was 
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elder Moderator Judge Samuel M. Wilson. Judge Wilson was one of seven 
Ruling Elders to Moderate the Synod. Only four of the pastors of the First 
Church have not been Moderators of the Synod. 


Pastors Aid Society 


“The Pastor’s Aid Society of the First Presbyterian Church was organized 
in the summer of 1875. The name suggests the object of the Society. It has 
been kept up for thirty years under various officers and has accomplished a 
good deal of work in different lines — raising money for charitable and church 
purposes, visiting the sick and strangers and contributing its assistance to the 
social life of the church. The 1906 officers are: Miss Anna Didlake, President; 
Mrs. James L. Watson, Vice-President; Miss Clara Cochrane, Secretary; Mrs. 
Lily Massie, Treasurer.” 


The Bartlett Band. 


“This is a society which is composed of the young girls of the church and 
has done valuable work for many years. For the past two years it has been 
under the wise and efficient leadership of Miss Bertha Shaffer. The special 
object which has been before this Band has been the education and maintenance 
of a young girl in the school at Harlan, Kentucky. The officers for 1906 are: 
Sarah R. Marshall, President; Florence Rogers, Vice-President; Frances Jewell, 
Secretary.” 


The League 


“The League of the First Presbyterian Church was organized by Dr. W. F. V. 
Bartlett seventy-seven years ago Since that time it has taken a prominent part 
in the work of the church. Its purposes and aims have been to encourage the 
study of the Bible, to which end a Bible lesson is studied and discussed at its 
weekly meetings, to devise means for raising money for special church work, 
to arouse interest in church work among the women of the church, to visit 
the sick, welcome new members, etc. 


“Among other things to which it has given its attention in the past was the 
furnishing of the Maxwell Street Church, the League in large measure assisting 
in defraying the expense. It also lent material aid in renovating its own church, 
has for many years assisted in clothing two girls at the Anchorage Orphan 
Asylum, has contributed largely to the mountain education work at Hindman 
and Jackson, Kentucky. 


“The meetings of the League were held every Tuesday afternoon at a 
quarter past three o'clock. In 1906 it had a membership of fifty-one members. Its 
officers were: Mrs. C. Suydam Scott, President; Mrs. C. B. Lowry, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Samuel M. Wilson, Secretary; Mrs. A. Smith Bowman, Treasurer.” 


(From Directory of First Presbyterian Church, 1905). 
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Men’s Club 


“This Society was organized in this Church in February, 1905. It’s objects 
are succinctly stated in the opening sentence of the constitution as follows: 


With the view of promoting the general welfare and usefulness of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Kentucky, social and friendly intercourse 
among its membership and those who attend upon its services, the undersigned 
associate themselves together as a Men’s Club, to be known as the Men’s Club 
of the First Presbyterian Church, of Lexington, Kentucky. 


All male members of said Church above the age of 18 years may become 
members of this Club upon signing of the constitution. Any male person above 
the age of 18 years, who is either a permanent or temporary resident of Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, and who entertains an interest in the declared objects of the 
Club, may become a member thereof upon the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Membership and signing the constitution. 


The Club held its initial meeting in the lecture and class rooms of the 
Church on March 16th, 1905, and was well attended and much enjoyed by all 
present. 


Some of the ladies of the Church added greatly to the enjoyment of the 
occasion by serving an elaborate and delightful luncheon, while Miss Katherine 
Cochrane, the leader of the choir, contributed to the pleasure of all present by 
singing some charming selections. 


The members of the Club are in earnest and look forward, not only to a 
largely increased membership, but to a wider sphere of usefulness. The officers 
and committees for the current year are as follows: 

F. H. Clarke, President 

George S. Shanklin, Vice-President 
Garland H. Barr, Treasurer 

A. C. Zembrod, Secretary 

Committee on Membership—E. M. Norwood, J. W. Pryor, J. Lewis Cassell. 

Ways and Means—W. K. Massie, Henry Vogt, William Worthington. 

Entertainment Committee—T. T. Forman, R. D. Norwood, Hilton H. Megee, 

Harry S. Brower.” 
(From the Directory of the First Presbyterian Church, 1905) 


Officers and Members of the Constellation Society in 1905 


OFFICERS 
Miss Minnie Pettitt, President 
Miss Elizabeth Searles, Vice-President 
Miss Aline Leary, Secretary 
Mrs. Latham Conger, Treasurer 
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MEMBERS 


Mrs. James H. Combs Aline Leary 

Mrs. Latham Conger Margaret Lowry 
Mrs. John C. Lewis Eva Nicholas 

Jane Carter Minnie Pettitt 

Lida Carter Margaret Redd 
Daisy Delong Fannie Rogers 
Maide Fields Fanny Redd 

Leila Forman Elizabeth Searles 
Alma Headley Clara Louis Kinkead 
Corinne Humphreys Alice Cary Williams 
Frances Jewell Adelgunda Vogt 


Allie Loughridge 
HONORARY MEMBERS 


Mrs. A. S. Allen Miss Clara Bell 
Mrs. Asa Jewell Miss Bessie McCann 
Mrs. Suydam Scott Miss Julia Vogt 


The Constellation 

“This Society, composed of sixteen of the younger women of the church, 
was organized January the first, 1903, for the purpose for lending such aid as 
they might find it in their power to the different charities or needs of the church. 

During the first year the sums of $40 and $69 were netted from a valentine 
sale and a musicale; the proceeds were added to the year’s dues and part of the 
sum invested in the recarpeting, furnishing and papering of one of the class- 
rooms of the Sunday School. 


In the year 1904 it was decided to have a program for each meeting, which 
Dr. Muller inaugurated by a series of short talks on Presbyterianism, both bene- 
ficial and enjoyable. These were followed by each member in turn preparing 
a paper on different Biblical subjects. 

During this year a bazaar was given, from which $43 was cleared, and later 
on a tea was given, which increased the bank account $32. These sums, yearly 
dues, and the balance from the preceding year, were invested in a cement pave- 
ment for the church at a cost of $156. During the same year $16 and two boxes 
were sent to the mountains of Kentucky. 


On December the fifteenth, 1904, the Society was re-organized with a mem- 
bership of twenty. The girls decided to get out a new church directory. The 
Society showed renewed energy, and there is every indication of continued 
prosperity. A short time at each meeting is devoted to the study of the Sunday 
School lesson. With the fund now on hand and the profits from the publication 
of this directory, amounting to $200 or more, they expect to devote it to the 
furnishing a room at the new Protestant Infirmary.” 


(From Directory of First Presbyterian Church, 1905, Lexington, Ky.) 
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Ladies F oreign Missionary Society 


“The Ladies Foreign Missionary Society was organized February 27, 1872, 
with thirty-one charter members. Mrs. Emily Dinwiddie was the animating 
spirit of the new organization, and became its first President. To this society 
belongs the honor of being the first F oreign Missionary Society organized in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in the State of Kentucky and it is gratifying 
to know that its example became the stimulating cause of a like activity in many 
other churches in the State. In the thirty one years of its existence the Society 
has had but five presidents. Dr. Bartlett, who succeeded Rev. Wm Dinwiddie 
as pastor of the church in 1874, served as its second president for eight years. 
Upon his resignation Mrs. John Pew was elected to the position. Three years 
later, in 1885, Dr. Bartlett again became president, serving for five years. At 
this time, 1890, the League united with the Society in its monthly meetings, and 
Dr. Bartlett deeming it best to have the exercises conducted entirely by the 
ladies, offered his resignation, which, at his earnest solicitation, was accepted. 
Mrs. A. W. Marshall was elected to the office and held it for thirteen years, 
resigning in 1903, since which time Mrs. E. S$. DeLong has been the valued 
and efficient president of the Society. The membership has never been large, 
rarely ever exceeding sixty regular contributors; but since the organization of 
the Society in 1872 the offerings have amounted to $8,412.67. The sum includes 
a legacy of $200 from Mrs. Cromie, one of $100 from Mrs. Robert Berry, $90 
given by Mrs. James F’. Scott for a memorial scholarship in Miss Safford’s school 
in China, a gift of $15 from Mrs. Pew’s infant class, and one of $5 from the 
Bartlett Band and contributions from the Session and Sunday School. During 
the first years the contributions were sent to the board of Foreign Missions at 
Nashville, and afterwards to Dr. J. Rockwell Smith, of Brazil, through the 
Board. In 1894 the Society, with some assistance from the church, assumed the 
support of Miss Emma Boardman, stationed at Hangchow, China, and for nine 
years paid more than two-thirds of her salary of $500, but for the past two years 
the church has shared equally with the Society in the privilege of supporting 
Miss Boardman as their faithful and beloved representative in the foreign field.” 
(From Directory of the First Presbyterian Church, 1905) 


History of the Womans Auxiliary 
First Presbyterian Church 
Lexington, Kentucky 


It was in the autumn of 1920 that Dr. D. Clay Lilly, pastor of the First 
Church congregation, a leader who held the highest confidence of all the mem- 
bers, proposed to the women to merge into one organization the several societies 
— The League, Pastor's Aid, Home Missionary, Foreign Missionary, Constellation, 
etc. — adopt the Auxiliary plan of procedure and as a unit, through study, work 
and gifts promote the whole program of the church. 
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At a subsequent meeting, the decision to organize an Auxiliary was reached. 
The president of the Pastors Aid, Miss Clara Cochrane, offered a tentative 
constitution that had been compiled with the help of Mrs. E. S. DeLong, long 
an outstanding member of the First Church. This constitution was adopted 
and in March, 1921 the First Presbyterian Church Auxiliary was recognized by 
the West Lexington Presbyterial as one of its eagerly sought and highly prized 
members. 


The women were divided into seven different groups, or circles, each circle 
following the outlined program as recommended by the Executive Committee 
on women’s work. With fear and trembling we obligated ourselves to raise a 
budget of $500. Now, as we look back over the years that have followed, we 
smile to think how easily we have raised $75,000.00, $57,000.00 of which we 
have donated to benevolences. This amount does not include contributions by 
individual members to the church budget or to special projects. Nor does it 
include special circle projects or special gifts taken from our savings account. 
This latter is so impressive we feel it is worthy of special mention. 


Special Gifts from Savings Fund 


$500.00 
$500.00 
$500.00 
$200.00 
$ 14.50 


loan to young woman to take special work at Training School 
extra gift to Foreign Missions to help pay off indebtedness 
towards new carpet for Sanctuary 

to recover and refinish Pulpit chairs 

to clean walls in Assembly Room 


$269.00 for decorating Ladies’ Parlor 

$250.00 for silver and copper vases for pulpit flowers 

$100.00 toward machine for Visual Education in Sunday School 

$500.00 to Eastminster Church 

$ 93.00 for Communion Service for Eastminster Church 

$350.00 for Y.M.C.A. building fund 

$169.00 set of Dictionary of Amer. Biography for Lees College (22 volumes) 


$480.00 
$240.00 
$470.00 
$300.00 
$ 87.50 
$140.00 
$627.00 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$ 25.00 
$190.00 
$ 50.00 


[94] 


for Old Buck Chapel 

for China Relief 

for War Service 

for Hungarian Relief 

for jeep for Dr. Amick 

for Negro Work 

to Frances Jewell McVey Scholarship Fund 

to Love Fund 

gift to Korean Girl 

Life Membership at Montreat for Mrs. Jere Rogers 
to Home Economics Department at Lees College 
to Miss Bigger, missionary in Korea 


$100.00 on Punch Bowl in memory of Helen Ray Wagner 

$ 16.50 Map material for Highland School 

$100.00 for Memorial window to Miss Katherine Pettitt in Whitesburg Church 
$200.00 Presbyterian Historical Society 

$ 25.00 on portrait of Mrs. Ila Earl Fowler at Montreat 


These last two items relate to the outstanding work done by Mrs. Fowler 
in creating interest in and promoting the establishment of the Historical Foun- 
dation at Montreat. Today her portrait, a gift from the women of Kentucky, 
hangs on the walls as an enduring symbol of the vision of this devoted leader. 


Special emphasis has been put on the work in our Kentucky mountains. 
We have sent each year quantities of excellent clothing, several large family 
Bibles for pulpit use, new hymnals and many other things too numerous to 
mention. There is now in our savings fund $480 awaiting the building of a 
chapel in Breathitt County. Nor have we forgotten the great need for warm 
clothing in our various foreign fields. We have sent heavy coats, both cloth 
and fur, warm woolen socks and quantities of clothing donated by our boys 
returned from war service. A surgeon’s bag equipped with instruments and 
other supplies was sent to a young Japanese woman graduate nurse and doctor 
in Japan. Our assigned quota of White Cross work has always been met. 


Many of our speakers have been missionaries from the home and foreign 
fields. Evidence of our deep interest in this part of our church's life and our 
wish to have a more active part in it is the fact that a petition was sent from 
the Woman’s Board to the Session asking that as a church, we seek to support 
the work of a missionary. This petition was unanimously endorsed. The result is 
recorded elsewhere in this history. 


We have through the years had a very active sewing group supplying not 
only our own benevolent needs but also answering the many calls that have 
come to us from both civic and charitable institutions in our city. The names 
of the women of the First Presbyterian Church will be found on practically 
every board in the city. We have worked with and contributed to the following 
local charities: 


Manchester Street Library Old Ladies Home 
Greendale Reform School Short Street Orphanage 
Negro Health Camp Lincoln School 

Family Service Florence Crittenden Home 
Fresh Air Camp Cisco Boys Home 
Crippled Children Good Samaritan Hospital 
Goodwill Industries Public Health Service 
Negro Orphanage Salvation Army 


Through the years we have tried to live up to our pledge of sixty percent 
for others and forty percent for ourselves, and from this forty percent we have 
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gotten many things to make our church attractive. From family collections we 
have received many valuable gifts of beautiful linens and handsome silver; silver 
services, silver coffee urns, silver platters and vegetable dishes, banquet cloths 
and other gifts far too numerous to mention. These things have made the social 
life of our church attractive. One circle gave two beautiful silver bowls in 
memory of one of our very active young women, Mrs. William Smith, who died 
in service. The Auxiliary gave a large silver punch bowl and tray in memory 
of another young woman, Mrs. Arlyn Wagner, who was a former president. We 
have bought three electric sewing machines to help us do more efficient work in 
our sewing room. 


It would not be fitting to close this short history without mentioning some 
of the Red Letter days in our church. In 1925 we entertained the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church. The women did yeoman’s service, not only 
at the church but in our homes where commissioners were entertained. In 1925 
the Federation of Church Women was organized by Mrs. Frances Jewell McVey 
and Miss Clara Cochrane. Miss Cochrane was elected its first president. In 
1930 Mrs. Hallie Winnsborough, organizer and first Superintendent of Woman’s 
Work in our Assembly, came to celebrate with us our tenth anniversary and 
to give us the high lights of her recent trip to the Orient. In 1935 we assisted 
in entertaining for three days the Episcopal Synod, thus helping our good neigh- 
bor across the way take care of a very large gathering. In 1937 when floods 
swept the valley of the Ghio River and residents of cities, towns, and country- 
side were forced from their homes, our women were untiring in their efforts in 
making comfortable in the church-school 27 refugees from Jeffersonville and 
Louisville. Beds, meals, entertainment and Christian fellowship were given day 
and night for two weeks. 


In 1934 the Sesqui-Centennial banquet was held in our church — a brilliant 
affair. For three days the men of the Presbyterian churches had been celebrat- 
ing and recounting the many outstanding events of those early years in the 
church's history and by the time of this final banquet they were gracious enough 
to invite the women to give a five minute toast commemorating their achieve- 
ments during these same early years. Now in a few months we will be cele- 
brating our 175th anniversary. Small hints are dropped from time to time about 
plans, but not enough information has come to us to know whether we will 
participate as “Women of the Church” (our new name) or whether we will serve 
in our former capacity as an “Auxiliary” to the men. 


These things will suggest that not a small part of the women’s work has 
been cooking and serving meals. We have had several dinners for Moderators 
of the General Assembly, besides numerous dinners for our own congregation 
and various civic groups in the city. The greatly accelerated activities of our 
growing church made it necessary a year ago to employ a fulltime hostess. This 
has proved very satisfactory indeed. We also employ a baby-sitter for the 
convenience of our many young mothers. 
ice 


uYV 


Through our wonderful organization we feel that the women of the church 
are no longer content to follow the ideals of a past generation, but are quickened 
by the spirit of progressiveness, the ambition to do things and to forge ahead. We 
are filled with the desire to have a staunch and living faith, a steadfast charity 
which disregards all thought of self. We will strive to accept burdens without 
murmuring and to give service without stint. Then have we lighted the torch 
that will be a steady flame lighting the future of our beloved church for our 


children and our children’s children. 


Presidents of the Women of the Church 


1920-1921 
1921-1922 
1922-1923 
1923-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1929 
1929-1930 
1930-1931 
1931-1932 
1932-1933 
1933-1934 
1934-1935 
1935-1936 
1936-1937 
1937-1938 
1938-1939 
1939-1940 
1940-1941 
1941-1942 
1942-1943 
1943-1944 
1944-1945 
1945-1946 
1946-1947 
1947-1948 
1948-1949 
1949-1950 
1950-1951 
1951-1952 
1952-1953 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Harry Giovannoli 
Harry Giovannoli 
E. S. Delong 
John Jewell 

John Jewell 
Andrew Bowman 
Andrew Bowman 
Jere Rogers 

Jere Rogers 
Paul Boyd 

Paul Boyd 

Clara Cochrane 
Clara Cochrane 
James Combs 
James Combs 

I. D. Best 

I. D. Best 
Robert Miles 
Robert Miles 
Robert Lowery 
Robert Lowery 
Frank McVey 
Frank McVey 
W. P. Gilkeson 
W P. Gilkeson 

J. M. Kimbrough 
J. M. Kimbrough 
Harry Giovannoli 
Harry Giovannoli 
R. E. Shaver 

R. E. Shaver 
James Farra 
Arlyn Wagner 
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1953-1954 Mrs. W. E. Kingsley 
1954-1955 Mrs. W. E. Kingsley 
1955-1956 Mrs. Wayland Rhoads 
1956-1957 Mrs. Wayland Rhoads 
1957-1958 Mrs. Henry H. Hornsby 
1958-1959 Mrs. Henry H. Hornsby 
1959- Mrs. James Rich 


Evangelistic Meetings 
Many distinguished ministers have conducted evangelistic meetings in the 


First Church. 


From November 4 to November 28, 1906, the Reverend George F. Pente- 
cost, D.D., of Northfield, Massachusetts, preached in the First Church under 
the auspices of the First, Second and Maxwell Street Presbyterian Churches. 
Many were added to the Presbyterian churches and to the other denominations 
in Lexington. Dr. Pentecost was known throughout America as one of the 
greatest Bible teachers. 


In January and February 1915, Rev. J. Ernest Thacker, D.D., of Norfolk, 
Virginia, held a meeting in a tabernacle especially built for the purpose. The 
tabernacle cost $1600. It faced on Short Street and extended on Cheapside 
to the Breckinridge monument. It was entered from the courthouse pavement 
and from Short Street. There were 100 persons in the choir under the direction 
of Mr. George A. Fisher. There were three services on Sunday February 7, when 
2,000 people were in attendance. During the meeting 1600 signed cards stating 
that they desired to live more consecrated lives. About 400 persons were added 
to the churches. This meeting was sponsored by all of the Presbyterian churches 
in Lexington. 


Dr. S. D. Gordon, known for his many books on “Quiet Talks” held a meet- 
ing in the First Church, December 10 to December 16, 1916. Dr. Gordon was 
one of the most popular religious lecturers in America. 


Dr. Robert E. Speer, one of the foremost laymen leaders in the religious 
world was a visitor in the First Church in October, 1939. He was the Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions in The Presbyterian Church U. S. A., for about 
forty years. 


In October 1951, the Reverend W. R. Clarke, D.D., pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Kentucky, was the speaker. Dr. Clarke had 
recently come from Glasgow, Scotland, where he had done an exceptionally 
fine work, to the Second Church, Louisville. 


In March, 1955, Rev. Walter Courtenay, pastor of the First Presbyterian 


Church, Nashville, Tennessee, brought inspirational messages to the members 
of the First Church. 
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The Manse At Third Street and Hampton Court 


“We your committee appointed at a congregational meeting of the First 
Presbyterian Church, held in the main auditorium room of the Church on Sunday, 
October 18th, 1908, for the purpose of purchasing a lot and erecting thereon a 
suitable building for a parsonage for the sum not to exceed $9,000, do now make 
the following report:— 

A lot was purchased at the Northwest intersection of Hampton Court and 

Eas Street ateat COStOl mee neo naee 2 tdi mrslbatel of) ok Sie ae $3,395.00 
emEUi incecOmplete: Costa wena ht eB Lote Les ee es gd ge DDD On 
MakGrcaagvotalrcost of lot Goulldingyere cS) | 2 os ee ee ee 8,920.32 

The work is now completed and the committee requests that the Congrega- 
tion appoint a committee to examine the accounts and to formally receive the 
property for the Church, and asks to be discharged from further service. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. E. McCann, Chairman 
Mrs. E. S. DeLong 
E. M. Norwood 


John M. Greenway. 


From Minutes of Session, May 29, 1909 
On May 20, 1954 this property was sold for $11,000.00 to Mr. John A. Banta. 


The Communion Service 


We do not know when the church ceased to use fermented wine in the 
communion service. In the records of the Session dated February 14, 1907 is 
this minute: 

“Mrs. A. W. Marshall appeared before the Session and asked that the question of 
using unfermented wine at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be submitted to a vote 
of the congregation. Action on this request was postponed for a fuller Session.” 

The first mention of the individual communion cup was in the meeting of 
the Session, January 17, 1910, in these words: 

“The individual communion cup was in turn brought upon the table and gently 
left there.” 

On November 7, 1911, is this notation: 

“The offer of the Constellation Society to supply the church with an individual 
communion service was accepted with thanks.” 

This item is from the Minutes of the Session, October 18, 1914. 

“On motion of elder Gordon, duly seconded, authority was given to elder Clarke to 
present the silver communion set formerly used in the church, to the proper committee, 
requesting same for use in missionary work in South America.” 


On June 18, 1916 the Session was mindful of a beautiful gift:— 

“Moved and carried that the pastor of the church in the Session and the Congre- 
gation thank Mrs. W. S. Barnes for the beautiful artistic donation of a communion 
table.” 


On April 6, 1930, Mrs. A. P. Payne was asked to take charge of the com- 


munion linen. 
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On April 15, 1951, we have this minute: 


“Recommended that the Clerk obtain competitive quotations on the cost of two 
additional communion bread silver trays to match those in use.” 


December 1, 1935 collection plates were given by Mrs. W. S. Barnes. 

Mrs. Barnes left the church $500.00 for the upkeep of the communion 
service. 

Notes From the Minutes of the Session 

May 30, 1917. Dr. Muller read a communication from Messrs. Tunis, Scott 
and Bassett a Committee of the Second Church proposing a union between the 
First and Second churches. 

November 2, 1919. After much discussion between the two churches it was 
decided by the First Church not to unite with the Second Church because the 
First Church congregation thought there was room in Lexington for the two 
churches. 

December 1, 1935. The Session expresses its thanks to Mrs. W. S. Barnes 
for some sterling silver collection plates. 

December 5, 1935. Judge Samuel M. Wilson suggested that the pews in 
the church should be supplied with Bibles or Testaments. 

May 17, 1936. The Session thanks Judge Wilson for the gift of 200 Testa- 
ments to the church. 

December 14, 1941. Mr. J. W. Davis gave a flag to the church. 

February 22, 1943. This month Miss Carrie E. Kidd completed twenty years 
of service in the ministry of music of the church and the Session desires to 
express its deep appreciation of her services. 

June 6, 1952. Miss Carrie E. Kidd, organist, for more than a quarter of a 
century, resigned about three years ago. 

February 12, 1956. Death of Miss Carrie E. Kidd noted by the Session. 

February 4, 1943. The constitution of an organization for men only under 
the name of The Brotherhood of Saint Barnabas was presented by Elder Nor- 
wood and was unanimously endorsed. 

November 19, 1945. Carillonic Tower Bells given by Mrs. C. W. Burt. 

May 6, 1946. Motion picture projector given by Mr. James Holloway 
Alexander. 

March 5, 1950. Rotation of Deacons adopted by the congregation. 

September 14, 1952. The Samuel M. Wilson Memorial Garden dedicated. 

April 8, 1956. Mrs. Mary Weiser Fieber gave an exquisite silver service in 
memory of her mother, Mrs. Mary Weiser, for many years a member of this 
church. The service consists of a tray, coffee pot, teapot, cream pitcher and 
waste. 

June 9, 1957. The piano of Mrs. Jere Rogers was given to the church by 
her daughters, Mrs. Anderson Gratz and Mrs. Harry Giovannoli. 
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Mrs. George Forman presented to the church a very handsome old piano 
which was made in England. 

Miss Margaret McClellan gave a handsome silver water pitcher, two silver 
cake baskets, coffee urn, cream and pitcher and a waiter. She left by will to the 
women fifty dollars to be divided between Home and World Missions. 

Mrs. Alice Burt MclIlvain gave a handsome library table and couch. 

Mrs. Mildred Hart Dunning gave a beautiful table. 

Miss Lillian Headley gave an unusually fine piano. 

The church has been enriched by many other gifts which have been made 
from time to time. 

There are two memorials honoring Mrs. Kate Didlake Berry, the baptismal 
font and the stained glass window depicting Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane. 


Notes From the Minute Book of the Deacons 

Free Pews For Sayre Institute 

On September 18, 1873, is this item: 

“A request from Major H. B. McClellan for “Free Pews” for the Sayre Institute was 

received. It was decided that pews for Sayre Institute be free from September 1873, to 

May 1, 1874. Major McClellan paying $40.00 per anum for one of said pews. 

J. M. Greenway, Clerk of Board.” 

Deacons to do Police Duty 

On March 4, 1896, the Board took an interesting action. 

Resolved: 


“That Scott, Greenway and Redd be appointed a committee to keep order in the gallery, 
lobbies and elsewhere in the church during services.” 


(Signed) R. H. Courtnay 
Acting Secretary of the Board. 


Rey. W. T. Thompson Called To Be Pastor of First Church 
Rev. W. T. Thompson of Knoxville will preach morning and evening at 
the First Presbyterian Church, Sunday, April 6, 1919. He has been called to 
the pastorate but has not given his decision. Dr. J. Ernest Thacker is supply 
pastor. 
(From Lexington Herald, Saturday, April 5, 1919, page 10.) 


The General Presbyterian Assembly of 1925 

The General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church met in the First 
Church, May 21-28, 1925. Rev. Thornton Whaling, D.D., preached the opening 
sermon. Following the sermon the Communion of the Lord’s Supper was cele- 
brated, Dr. Charles R. Hemphill and Rev. I. S. Anderson, officiating. It is inter- 
esting to note that Dr. Whaling and Dr. Hemphill were brothers-in-law of Rev. 
John Edwin Muller, D.D., pastor of the First Church, 1901-1918. The wives ot 
Dr. Whaling and Dr. Hemphill were sisters of Dr. Muller. Dr. Hemphill was 
Moderator of the General Assembly in 1895. 

Dr. Hemphill and Dr. Anderson were members of the Assembly in 1883 
when it met in Lexington forty-two years ago. 
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Dr. George Summey of New Orleans was elected Moderator to succeed 
Dr. Whaling. Dr. Summey was one of the most distinguished ministers in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. He lived to be almost 101 years old. 


Judge Samuel M. Wilson a beloved elder in the First Church in a very 
eloquent address, presented Dr. Summey with a gavel made from wood grown 
at “Ashland,” the home of Henry Clay. In his address Judge Wilson said that 
although Henry Clay was born in Virginia, when Kentucky was a part of Vir- 
ginia, Kentuckians claimed him as a native Kentuckian. In his response Dr. 
Summey said he was glad to be informed that Henry Clay was born outside his 
native state. 


Two of the pastors of First Church were in attendance upon this Assembly. 
Dr. D. Clay Lilly, pastor, 1920-1923, presented the report of the General Council 
of the Reformed Churches in America. He was Moderator of the General As- 
sembly in 1937. Dr. Robert W. Miles, pastor, 1933-1952, was a Commissioner 
from the Presbytery of East Alabama. 


Probably the most distinguished visitor to the Assembly was Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman, pastor of the Central Congregational Church of Brooklyn, New York, 
and President of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, and 
known throughout the United States through his sermons over the radio. He 
spoke on the work of the Federal Council. 


Three Moderators of the General Assembly were Commissioners to this 
Assembly. Rev. Russell Cecil, D.D., pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Richmond, Virginia, was Moderator in 1911. He had the distinction of being the 
only minister in the Southern Church who was Moderator of the four courts of 
the church simultaneously. In 1911 he was Moderator of the General Assembly, 
Synod of Virginia, Presbytery of East Hanover and of the Session of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia. 


Rev. Frank Chilton Brown, D.D., a Commissioner to this Assembly was 
Moderator in 1940. 


Rev. John Rood Cunningham, D.D., was Moderator in 1947, and preached 
the opening sermon of the Assembly in 1948, when the Assembly met in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia, when Rev. William V. Gardner, D.D., 
was pastor of that church. 


Much business is transacted by the Assembly. Reports from all of the 
Boards of the Church are made. New legislative acts are passed and a general 
supervision of the work of the entire denomination is made. 


One of the items of most interest to the members of the First Church was 
the forming of Guerrant Presbytery. West Lexington Presbytery of which this 
church is a component part surrendered several churches and ministers so that 


this Presbytery could be formed. 
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Faithful Colored Sextons 
“Hudson Langtord, the sexton of this church for more than three decades, passed away 


on February 24, 1938, and upon motion the arrangement to hold his funeral in the 
auditorium of this church was confirmed.” 


“Upon motion it was ordered that resolutions on the death of Hudson Langford, the 
former sexton of this church, be prepared for the Minutes of the Session and pant nd in 
the Christian Observer.” 


From Minutes of the Session, February 26, 1938, and March 12, 1938. 


George Henry Shanks 
“Whereas, for a period of fourteen years George Henry Shanks has served faithfully and 
well as Sexton of the First Presbyterian Church of Lexington, Kentucky; and 
Whereas, on the fifth day of July, 1954, our Heavenly Father in his divine wisdom 
called George Henry Shanks from his earthly labors to eternal rest; now therefore 
Be It Resolved: 
1. That in the passing of George Henry Shanks the congregation of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Lexington, Kentucky, lost a friend, and a valued employee, whose 
services will long be remembered with affection and. gratitude; and 


2. That the Session of the First Presbyterian Church extends the bereaved family our 
deepest heartfelt sympathy, and the assurance that we share in their grief and sorrow 
over his untimely removal from our midst; and 


3. That the Clerk of the Session be, and hereby is, instructed to enter this resolution 

in the official records of the First Presbyterian Church, and to send a copy thereof to 

the bereaved family.” 

Funerals 

There have been many changes in the churches in recent years. Formerly 
most funerals were held in the church or in the home. With the coming of the 
funeral parlor into wide usage the church has ceased to be used to a large degree 
for funerals. 


There have been many funerals conducted in the present sanctuary since it 
was dedicated in 1872. 

One of the earliest funerals in this sanctuary was that of former Vice Presi- 
dent John Cabell Breckinridge on May 19, 1875. Dr. W. F. V. Bartlett and Rev. 
Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield officated. Dr. Warfield’s mother, Mary Breck- 
inridge Warfield, was a first cousin of J. C. Breckinridge. Dr. Warfield later be- 
came one of the outstanding Presbyterian theologians in the United States. He 
was professor in Princeton Theological Seminary for almost forty years. John C. 
Breckinridge is represented in the First Church today by his granddaughter, Mrs. 
R. M. Bagby, and her daughter, Mrs. Carter Stanfill. Dr. Jonathan T. Dorris 
wrote in the Register of the Kentucky Historical Society in October 1958: “Proba- 
bly no other Kentuckian ever received greater honor at his funeral than John 
Cabell Breckinridge.” 

The funeral of Colonel W. C. P. Breckinridge on November 23, 1904, was 
one of the largest ever held in Lexington. He was buried from the First Church, 
the service was conducted by Rev. J. Edwin Muller, D.D., and Rev. C. T. 
snomsom: );D: 
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Mrs. Frances Estell Beauchamp, a devoted member of this church and a 
widely known temperance worker, received great honor at her funeral April 14, 
1923. Dr. D. Clay Lilly and Dr. J. Edwin Muller officiated. Addresses were 
made by George W. Bain, a nationally known temperance orator and by Charles 
H. Jones, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the National Prohibition 
Party. Miss Anna A. Gordon, International President of the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, also spoke. 

Among the floral offerings was a design sent by inmates of the State Re- 
formatory with whom Mrs. Beauchamp had counseled. » 

One of the most beloved women ever to live in Lexington was Mrs. Frances 
Jewell McVey. Her funeral was conducted in this church by Dr. Robert W. 
Miles in June 1948. Her funeral was attended by the largest crowd in recent 
years. 


Three pastors of the church have been buried from this church. Dr. W. F. V. 
Bartlett's funeral was conducted by Dr. J. Edwin Muller in April 1903. 

Dr. Harlan H. Pitzer died in April 1933. Dr. J. C. Hanley and Rev. Jesse 
Herrmann were in charge of the service. 


In January 1952, Rev. Benjamin Lane and Dr. Jesse Herrmann officiated at 
the funeral of Rev. Robert Whitfield Miles, D.D. 


The Wilson Memorial Flower Garden 


On September 14, 1952 the Wilson Memorial Flower Garden was dedicated. 
This garden is just south of the Church building. It was given by Mrs. Mary 
Bullock Shelby Wilson in memory of her husband, Samuel MacKay Wilson. 
Judge Wilson was for many years a Ruling Elder in the First Church. He was 
one of the most distinguished citizens of Lexington. 


Members of the First Church Who Entered the Ministry 


The records of the Session of the First Church reach back only to 1891, so 
for one hundred and seven years there is no record. The author has been able 
from many sources to discover that the following members of this church entered 
the ministry. No doubt there are many others whose records are known only 
to God. 

William McCalla, son of Andrew McCalla an honored founder of First 
Church, was born in Jessamine County, Kentucky in 1788 and died in Louisiana 
in 1859. The farm on which he was born was later owned by David Meade and 
named Chaumiere. It was for many years one of Kentucky's famous show places. 
McCalla was a very able debater and eloquent preacher. 

John Hudson was born in Lexington in 1800 and died in Iowa in 1891. He 
graduated from Transylvania in 1818 and from Princeton Theological Seminary in 
1822. He was pastor in Nicholasville, 1824-1828. He later served in Ohio and 
Iowa. At the time of his death he was the oldest living alumnus of Princeton 
Seminary. 
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Rev. James Blythe, D.D., who supplied First Church several years gave two 
sons to the ministry. Saiel Davies Blythe was born in Lexington in 1804 and 
died in 1843. He graduated from Transylvania in 1823 and from Princeton Sem- 
inary in 1827. 


Joseph William Blythe was born in Lexington in 1808 and died in 1875. He 
graduated from Transylvania in 1825 and from Princeton Seminary in 1831. He 
preached in Pittsburgh, Michigan, Philadelphia and New Jersey. 


Joseph Parks Cunningham, son of Rev. Robert Montgomery Cunningham, 
D.D., pastor of First Church, 1808-1822, was born in 1808 and died at Pisgah, 
Tpedtord County, in 1833, after having been pastor of Pisgah Church for a short 
time. He graduated from Transylvania and Princeton Seminary. 


William Beach Cooper was born in 1841 and died in 1918. He was in business 
in Lexington, and served as a deacon and as a ruling elder in the First Church. 
When in middle life he entered the ministry and served several churches in 
Central Kentucky and did evangelistic work in the mountains of Kentucky. He 
was Chaplain of the State Prison in Frankfort. 


John Rockwell Smith was born in Lexington in 1846 and died in Brazil in 
1918. He was one of the Southern Presbyterian Church's ablest missionaries. 


Angus Neal Gordon, D.D., was born in Lexington, graduated from Louis- 
ville Seminary in 1926. At present he is pastor of the Presbyterian Church, 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. 

Foster Smith Stone graduated from Louisville Seminary and became pastor 
of the Portland Avenue Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Kentucky. 


Eugene F eland Smathers graduated from Louisville Seminary in 1932. 
John Durrett Hungarland graduated from Louisville Seminary in 1933. 
Edwin Randle Short graduated from Louisville Seminary in 1944. 


Some Ruling Elders who served in the Mt. Zion Church and the First Church 
who are not listed when the church was reorganized July 22, 1869. 


David Logan 
Robert Patterson 
John Maxwell 
Andrew McCalla 
Samuel Blair 
John McConnell 
Frederick Bush 
W. Atchison 

J. W. Bullock 

J. S. Berryman 
W. A. Leavy 
John M. Ferguson 
—————— Tracy 
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F’. Marsh 

James Todd 

Dr. William Pawling 
John C. Richardson 
Dr. Joseph Scott 
ee Parker. 


These names have been found in the Minutes of West Lexington Presbytery 
and elsewhere. It is likely that many of the men listed as Trustees of the Church 
at an early day were also Ruling Elders. The Ruling Elders usually took full 
responsibility for the property of the Church before Deacons were elected. 


Known Elders—First Presbyterian Church 


NAME 
Dr. David Bell 
James Headley 
George B. Kinkead 
B: Te Milton 
Cincinnatus Shyrock 


ORDAINED 
These six Elders are recorded on Page 
146 of Minutes July 24, 1891 to August 
30, 1903 as being Eiders at the time of 
re-organization of First Presbyterian 
Church, July 22, 1869. 


Isaac Cunningham Van Meter 


Samuel P. Barr 

J. H. Beauchamp 
R. S. Bullock 

W. B. Cooper 

Dr. F. H. Clarke 

J. T. Davidson 
James A. Headley 
H. B. McClellan 
Dr. E. M. Norwood 
John Pew 
PossiRule 

Wm. S. Rule 

C. Syndam Scott 
Dr.°Geo.J. Ramsey 
i ehorman 

A. C. Zembrod 
Daye btyOr, 

A. N. Gordon 

C. R. Melcher 

W. K. Massie 

Asa C, Jewell 

Wm. Worthington 
Jas. G. Lisle 

Harry A. Giovannoli 
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April 30, 1895 


November 80, 1895 


November 80, 1895 
JunesS3tS05 
June 3, 1905 
June 3, 1905 
June 3, 1905 
April 24, 1910 
April, 1910 
April, 1910 
Aprile LoL) 
1910 

1910 

March 17, 1917 


NAME 


Samuel M. Wilson 
Paul P. Boyd 

John W. Coleman 

R. D. Norwood 
Wm. E. Davis 
Di). Best 

Dr. McFerran Crowe 
C. McDonald England 
A. Prewitt Payne 
Judge W. T. Fowler 
Wm. Davies 

Chas. H. Bowyer 
Wm. A. Bull 

James Byron Kelly 
Charles N. Lyle 
Leon A. Randolph 
W. E. Sherritt 
George F. Willmott 
Wm. H. Willson 
Wm. Baxter French 
C. H. Hungarland 
Dr. Frank L. McVey 
J. Foley Price 
Drelinj Ray 

Dr. W. T. Rowland 
Drake St Clair 
George T. Anderson 
Guy E. Werks 
Dil Ray 

Wm. E. Kingsley 
Paul B. Price 
Arthur M. Simpson 
Walter P. Clemmons 
Garland F. Stutsman 
Keith W. Seams 
Robert I. Lowrey 
Herman E. Spivey 
James A. Farra 

Dr. Wm. K. Massie 
Vincent B. McFadden 
Edward Newberry 
John M. Outten 


ORDAINED 


March 17, 1917 
March 17, 1917 
March 17, 1917 
March 17, 1917 


June 10, 1923 
June=107 1925 
fuitenlOR1923 
June 10, 1923 
June 10, 1923 


January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 


December 18, 
December 138, 
December 13, 
July 4, 1937 

December 18, 
December 18, 
December 18, 
July 7, 1940 

November 18, 
November 18, 
November 18, 
November 18, 
November 18, 
November 18, 


1936 
1936 
1936 


1936 
1936 
1936 


1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 
1942 


February 3, 1946 
February 3, 1946 
January 16, 1949 
January 16, 1949 
January 16, 1949 
January 16, 1949 


March 19, 1950 
March 19, 1950 
March 19, 1950 
March 19, 1950 
March 19, 1950 
March 2, 1952 
March 2, 1952 
March 2, 1952 


March 2) 1952 
March 2, 1952 
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NAME ORDAINED 


James I. Rich March 2, 1952 
James H. Alexander April 12, 1953 
Lawrence C. Brewer April 12, 1953 

N. Warfield Gratz April 12, 1953 

Dr. Chas. H. McChord April 12, 1953 

W. Van Meter Alford January 30, 1955 
Richard Bush, Jr. January 30, 1955 
William E. Mattingly January 15, 1956 
John W. Merritt January 30, 1955 
W. H. Roll January 30, 1955 
William M. Hannah January 30, 1955 
Goebel Porter January 15, 1956 
Orville P. Dyer December 29, 1957 
Alwyn M. Hughes December 29, 1957 
A. H. Mayfield December 29, 1957 


Memorials To Deceased Ruling Elders 


Dates indicate the date on which the memorial appears in the Minutes of 
the Session. 


Gil Beauchamp, 2245" estes oe ees May 24, 1906 
Drvisaac Dodd Beste) a ee December 1, 1931 
Charless Henry. Bowyers=. === ane December 6, 1936 
Lawrence Brewer = ett. teen March 6, 1955 
WalliamarAs (Bills cr Sahel es Oi ee i peteenee August 14, 1949 
Rober oe Billock 4Bere. 2 fei March 8, 1912 

Dre Frank Helm Clarkes 22) oleae December 18, 1912 
John Winstons Golemankee: . See August 4, 1929 

Dr. Mckerrans Crowe eee) oe April 19, 1936 
William Eimerys.Davisses see a teeeee January 24, 1954 
Hdio:, Delong: = S22 2UROe = Wianshentet June 19, 1899 
Thomas Uhrockmorton Horman ssenese March 14, 19387 
Judge: Wa dclowler = SeEas: Seas September 27, 1942 
Harve AeGiovannoli ee mae een June 13, 1948 
James zAs Licad|ey 2 2 tee eas eee January §, 1912 
Asal Hickman Jewell 2.) eiiete December 12, 1937 
Mal Patbancastenn. =. 38 Oe ee eyeee March 1, 1895 
CharlessNourse Jivle=s teri eases May 10, 1942 
MajorshaB= McClellan. sees ase ee October 12, 1904 
Drakrank.[eRond Mc\ cy ga = saan February 8, 1953 
WilliamiKenney, Massic) S285— 5 saweae December 14, 1941 
Columbus Rudolph Melcher = =e September 21, 1947 
Bushrod ¢heaMaltona ==. s5ee2 5 seen March 22, 1899 
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Ea VEANorwoodw.D. 2214 


Richard D. Norwood 
A. Prewitt Payne 
John Pew 
Dr. Joseph William Pryor 
Leon A. Randolph 
Dr. Thomas Jackson Ray 
William T. Rowland 
William S. Rule 
C. Suydam Scott 
ere scott 


Isaac C. VanMeter 
George Fletcher Willmott 
Samuel MacKay Wilson 

William Worthington 
A. C. Zembrod 


he Fe mente): May 30, 1912 

i pei March 8, 1953 
ae: November 9, 1954 
Bo ata September 22, 1905 
- Bete May 20, 1956 
eMail ae November 8, 1942 
edhe share h February 18, 1945 
72 ons July 17, 1949 

ee aN ees D.! March 2, 1892 

2 Bat eae bE: funee23 e903 

“ihe tegeel § November 28, 1897 
See SE 08 June 14, 1953 

Se fet February 1, 1953 

= Safed April 20, 1898 

ae its teen Y june Oat: 

iy age navies December 29, 1946 
Deed 1s et: May 30, 1923 
PeePemiicrit: December 18, 1938 


Deacons 


The following have served as deacons in the First Church: 


W. B. Cooper 
. S. Rule 
R. Morris 
T. Davidson 
H. Prewitt 
S. Duncanson, Jr. 
W. Price 
Barr 


1 

S. Van Meter 
B. Roddick 

R. M. Redd 

E. S. DeLong 

J. M. Greenway 
James A. Headley 
Jo -F. scott 

W. O. Eastin 

W. E. McCann 

R. D. Norwood 
Wm. Worthington 
John Winston Coleman, Sr. 
R. H. Courtnay 


W 
1 
{f. 
R. 
E. 
Oh 
5. 
‘f 
ih 


These were deacons in 1869 


They were elected between 1869 
and 1897 
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Garland H. Barr 
Bruce E. King 

A. H. Jewell 

Salem A. Wallace 
Frank Battaile 

J. Foley Price 

A. Prewitt Payne 
Dr. Carl Wheeler 
Leon A. Randolph 
George T. Anderson 
Matt. M. Clay 

Dr. Charles H. McChord 
Charles N. Lyle 

L. M. Rose 

William Hanna Willson 
George F. Willmott 
J. Winston Coleman, Jr. 
W. Warfield Gratz 
Walter M. Hunter 
George W. Headley 
John B. Jewell 
Lawrence C. Brewer 
James H. Combs 
Charles M. Cox 
Henry H. Hill 

C. H. Hungarland 
Thomas M. Phillips 
Bruce L. Davis 

John B. Farra 

Reese M. Kimbrough 
Robert I. Lowrey 
Frank C. Taylor 
John M. Outten 
Robert M. Watt 
Thomas M. Wise 


June 3, 1905 

June 3, 1905 

June 3, 1905 

June 3, 1905 

April 18, 1917 
April 18, 1917 
April 18, 1917 
April 18, 1917 
April 18, 1917 

June. 10, 1923 

June 10, 1923 

June 10, 1928 

June 10, 1923 

June 10, 1923 

June 10, 1923 
January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 
January 12, 1930 
December 18, 1936 
December 138, 1936 
December 138, 1936 
December 18, 1936 
December 18, 1936 
December 18, 1936 
December 3, 1938 
December 3, 1938 
December 3, 1938 
December 3, 1938 
December 3, 1938 
December 38, 1938 
December 3, 1938 
December 3, 1938 


Walter P. Clemmons February 14, 1943 
Dr. Charles C. Garr February 14, 1943 
Arwood Henderson February 14, 1943 
Henry H. Hornsby February 14, 1943 
Paul B. Price February 14, 1943 
Arch M. Stanley February 14, 1943 
Drab trent February 14, 1943 
James H. Alexander November 4, 1945 
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William E. Kingsley 
G. F. Stutsman 

C. F. Glenn 

Joe E. Johnson 

Dan. E. Fowler 
William C. Smith 

J. Carlisle Myers, Jr. 
Owen R. Mann 

Joseph Logan Massie 
W. VanMeter Alford 
George Bain Dunn 
William E. Francis 
Louis Lee Haggin, II 
Thomas O. Mann 
Harry St. George Tucker, Jr. 
James A. Farra 

J. Richard Bush, Jr. 
Sydney Sayre Combs 
Vincent B. McFadden 
Augustus V. McKenna 
Windell Gay Reading 
Arlyn O. Wagner 

Eh LeRoy Austin 

Wm. H. Roll 

Ben. P. Bransom 
Charles B. McEachin 
Frank L. McVey, Jr. 
John W. Merritt 

David H. Mounts 

L. William Weaver 
William Beckner Worth 
Marion K. Clark 
William E. Ezzell 
George C. Forman 
Harold A. Grob 

Harry H. Orr 

Goebel Porter 

R. E. Shaver 

George F. Willmott, Jr. 
Dr. W. Brooks Hamilton 
Frank Graham Lyle 
Robert E. Settle, Jr. 
Frederick D. Whiteside, Jr. 


May 8, 
May 8, 
May 8, 
May 8, 
May 8, 
May 8, 
May 8, 
May 7, 
May 7, 
May 7, 
May 7, 
May 7, 
May 7, 
April 8, 
April 8, 
April 8, 
April 8, 
April 8, 
April 8, 
April 8, 


November 4, 1945 
November 4, 1945 


1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1949 
1950 
1950 
1950 
1950 
1950 
1950 
1951 
1951 
1951 
1951 
1951 
1951 
1951 


April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
April 27, 1952 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 24, 1954 
January 30, 1955 
January 30, 1955 
January 30, 1955 
January 30, 1955 
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David A. Yeiser, }r. January 30, 1955 


Robert McAfee Brewer January 15, 1956 
John Woods Davis January 15, 1956 
John W. Hines January 15, 1956 
Edward Judson Humeston, Jr. January 15, 1956 
O. A. Bakhaus January 15, 1956 
James Francis Miller January 15, 1956 
Ellis H. Allen December 29, 1957 
Matt M. Clay, Jr. December 29, 1957 
Joseph A. Dalstrom December 29, 1957 
Wesley J. A. Jones December 29, 1957 
C. M. Newton December 29, 1957 
J. Worten December 29, 1957 
Howard H. Bright January 4, 1959 
Ambrose W. Givens January 4, 1959 
Dr. James L. Leggett January 4, 1959 
Sam Parrish January 4, 1959 
Kenneth Perkins January 4, 1959 
Melvin F. Schisler January 4, 1959 
Dr. Jesse Oliver Van Meter, Jr. January 4, 1959 


Superintendents of the Sunday School, 1891-1958 


John Pew 

GaGa hox 

J. H. Beauchamp 

E. S. DeLong 

H. B. McClellan 

ie tek orman 
William Worthington 
Asa Jewell 

Frank Battaille 

W. K. Massie 

Harry A. Giovannoli 
Dr. Isaac Dodd Best 
William E. Davis 
George T. Anderson 
Walter M. Hunter 
Leon A. Randolph 
W. B. French 

Owen Mann 
Richard Bush, Jr. 
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Directors of Christian Education of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Lexington, Kentucky 


From the very begining, the children and youth have played an important 
part in the life of this church. We would pay tribute to the many men and 
women who, through the years, have given freely of their time and talents in 
places of leadership in the Sunday School and other Youth Activities. 

A growing church and expanding program demanded the services of a 
full-time Director. The following persons have served First Church as Director 


of Christian Education: 


Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 


Jessiey P> Spencer 
Carolyn Merrill 
Margaret Van Devanter 
Esther Oelrich 

Stephen Smith 
Katherine Crowe 

Laila Wild 


Rev. Ben Lane 
Mr. Monroe C. Grant 


Mrs. 


T. S. Moore 


Mrs. Arch Stanley 


Members of First Church in Second World War 


bemy 0, Alexander 
Maxwell Pringle Barrett 
Henry M. Bosworth 
Henry C. Bowman 
Norma Bradley 

Harold W. Bradshaw 
Benjamin Branson 
Edgar Cecil Branson 
Charles N. Branson 


William H. Bronston, Jr. 


J. Franklin Brown 
John Reid Brown 
Lois Perry Brown 
Marion George Brown 
James; @eeburnett, |r. 
Richard Bush, Jr. 
James Caldwell 
Evan I. Clay 

Won. Je Gole 

Arnold B. Combs 
Sydney S. Combs 


Douglas Courtney 
Mandon: Gs Gox 

Bruce L. Davis 

*W. B. Elder 

James A. Farra 

Charles E. Brent Forman 
Ben B. Fowler 

Dan E. Fowler 

James C. French 
William F. Galloway, Jr. 
Warfield Gratz, Jr. 
Louis L. Haggin, II 
Julian Culbert Hall 
Robert Burton Hall, Jr. 
Lawrence Hammet 
Claude E. Hammond 
James F. Hardwick 
Robert C. Hardwick 
Adele W. Headley 
Julien C. Headley 
Mary Edna Hendricks 
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*Robert R. Hendricks Stanley G. Norton 


Kendall B. Holmes Isaac Iz: Pearce 

CG) EP Hutchin Harold G. Pettit 
Walter J. Hutchin George Pugh 

Lafon R. Ingels Windell G. Reading 
Richard L. Johnson Marcolm Riddle 
Edward L. Jones Fred F. Roser, Jr. 
Benjamin F. King N. Phillip Scott 

Ee Gn Kirby Warren F. Sergent 
Robert Klarem Shelby Shanklin 

James W. Lambert Charles M. Simpson 
Baylor Landrum, Jr. Charles M. Simpson, III] 
Robert Kinkead Landrum Harold M. Spencer 
John S. Lansill John M. Taylor 

Jobne ss Warsitlia sir: Thomas Townes 

David C. Little F. O. Townes 

Robert Irvin Lowery eee erent 

*Cary E. Lyle Lass Drentear. 

Edwin P. Lyle Harry Tucker 

Frank Lyle James Wadlington 
Robert T. Lyle Robert«M.) Watt, jn: 
Hood S. McChord Carl L. Wheeler 

V. B. McFadden Joseph R. Willson 
Erle M. McGuffey William H. Willson, Jr. 
T. O. Mann George F. Willmott, Jr. 
Dan P. Marshall Paul B. Wing 
Greenberry Marshall Paul B. Wing, Jr. 
Joseph L. Massie George N. Woolcott 
William K. Massie, Jr. Nelson Woolcott, Jr. 
William T. Maxson Richard S. Worth 
Robert W. Miles, Jr. William B. Worth 
John Morris Robert M. Worthington, Jr. 
John Carlisle Myers, Jr. William Worthington, Jr. 
*Matt C. Myers Earl Coral: Yates 


Margaret McDowell, American Red Cross, Pacific 
Katherine Best, O. W. L., European Theatre 
Dwight L. Bicknell, O. W. L., European Theatre 


*Killed in service 
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Buildings and Improvements 
During the pastorate of Dr. Harlan H. Pitzer a Sunday School building was 
erected at a cost of $55,000. Impressive dedicatory services were held on April 
28, 1929, when Dr. Lewis Joseph Sherril, Professor of Religious Education in 
the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, dedicated the building. 


The Steeple Struck By Lightning 


In April 1950, the Church’s spire, one of the chief ornaments of Lexington, 
was struck by lightning. The steeple was repaired and other improvements made 
at the expenditure of $17,000. 


The New Manse On South Hanover 


In September 1953, a new manse at 219 South Hanover, was bought for the 
price of $33,000. The old manse on West Third Street, was sold for $11,000. 


Sunday School Building Enlarged 
In 1954-1956 the Educational Building was remodeled and enlarged at the 
cost of $64,456.89. This was possible because of a bequest to the Church by 
Miss N. Isabel Schmidt. 


Buckner Home Bought 
On September 21, 1958 the Congregation voted to buy the Buckner Home 
adjoining the Church for $26,000. On this site it is proposed to erect a building 
for additional educational facilities. 


Property Acquired in 1946 On Mill and Market Streets 

In May 1946 the church bought all the property south of the church on Mill 
Street to Church Street and on Market Street from Church Street to the church’s 
property line exclusive of the Buckner property on Market Street. The price was 
$52,000. 

In August 1947 this same property exclusive of the old stable, fronting on 
Mill Street about thirty feet, was sold to Mr. Rudolph Welsh for $56,000. The 
Samual MacKay Wilson Memorial Garden now occupies the site of the old stable. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 


The Session 


William V. Gardner, Moderator William H. Willson, Clerk 

James H. Alexander William M. Hannah John W. Merritt 

W. Van Veter Alford Alwyn A. Hughes Edward Newbury 
George T. Anderson [aBarcelley, John M. Outten 

Paul P. Boyd W. E. Kingsley Goebel Porter 

J. Richard Bush, Jr. Charles H. McChord J. Foley Price 

Walter P. Clemmons William K. Massie, Jr. James S. Rich 

Orville P. Dyer William E. Mattingly Willian H. Roll 

N. Warfield Gratz A. H. Mayfield Herman E. Spivey 
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Board of Deacons 


J. Carlisle Myers, Jr., Chairman 
Louis L. Haggin II, Vice-Chairman 
James F. Miller, Secretary 


Class 59 Class 60 Class 61 Class 62 
John W. Davis Ellis H. Allen James L. Leggett Howard W. Bright 
E. J. Humeston, Jr. O. A. Bakhaus C. B. McEachin Ambrose W. Givens 
Robert McAfee Brewer Matt M. Clay, Jr. A. V. McKenna Sam Parrish 
Louis L. Haggin I George B. Dunn Thomas O. Mann Kenneth Perkins 
John W. Hines James F. Miller C. M. Newton Melvin F. Schisler 
Jesse O. Van Meter, Jr. Arlyn O. Wagner William B. Worth Salem Wallace 

The Church School 
Superintendent—J. Richard Bush, Jr. Assistant Superintendent—T. O. Mann 
Secretary-Treasurer—Harold A. Grob 
Nurseries—Mrs. Frank Kodman Adult Classes: 
ae Re eae eareane College Class—Melvin Schisler 
<indergarten—Mrs. W. A. Rice ; 
Bane = rom ain eon Young poe ey B. Oy lt 
Mrs. Charles Price Couples’ Class—H. E. Spivey 

Juniors—Mrs. Sam Parrish L. S. Thompson 
Pioneer—Mrs. W. V. Gardner King’s Daughters—Mrs. J. L. Leggett, Jr. 
Senior—Mrs. Wayne Pederson Brotherhood of St. Barnabas—Edward Newbury 


Women of the Church 


Mrs. James S. Rich—President 
Mrs. Robert Haun—Vice-President Mrs. John Merritt—Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Wayne Pederson—Recording Secretary Mrs. T. M. Phillips—Treasurer 
Mrs. I. D. Best—Historian 


Men of the Church 


Harry H. Orr, Jr., President James L. Leggett, Jr., Il Vice-President 
George F. Willmott, Jr., I Vice-President Frank G. Lyle, Secretary-Treasurer 


Young People 


Pioneers—Mark Spivey Cub Den Mothers—Mrs. O. A. Bakhaus 
Seniors—David Maude Mrs. Thomas McKinley 
Brownies—Mrs. George B. Dunn, Leader Mrs.O. EMD ver 

Girl Scouts—Miss Lynn Crutcher, Leader Mrs. Reale Cope 


Boy Scouts—W. A. Rice 


Church Staff 


Rev. William V. Gardner, D.D., Pastor Aimo Kiviniemi, Choir Director 

Mrs. Arch M. Stanley, Director of Mrs. Viola Kiviniemi, Organist 
Christian Education William H. Willson, Church Treasurer 

Mrs. E. A. Burnett, Church Secretary Marshall Pope, Sexton, Res. Ph. 5-3736 


Mrs. William Redmon, Hostess 
PHONES: Pastor's Study 2-4040 Office and First Floor 2-1919 Manse 4-1089 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Lexington, Kentucky 


PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1959 


MINISTER 
SHEIK Sia 6 eel ee er oe $ 8,000.00 
armel x Pensen ire seis oil. 4 1,200.00 
Imerdental Expense’ = =_-2 22 == 500.00 
Annuity bunds Mics §_-- 2 8 875.00 
BUIpiGe Supply giteas eo 7 8 250.00 
Nianse-Utilities™ =. 2.8 82-020) 512.00 
$11,337.00 
MUSIC 
DIRS) Ga ee Re eed es ee $ 1,120.00 
SPEC State ee ete er ee 720.00 
GhowmevMembers 22521 Js 80 832.00 
Mout @NOie 222-2 kee 500.00 
Gnommoupply, 2a 2052 oso. 50.00 
INeWarllvimn «BOOKS .2=_-==_— 30.00 
ay ote pare ier O10) 
ADMINISTRATION 
Gy SEE Ss ee es § 3,250.00 
MeG@ ats Car ixpense _-____ 1,200.00 
Church Books and Papers ---~- 100.00 
trarebmsccretary — ose tS 2,520.00 
@iircemoupplics 22. 25-5 2,000.00 
Gihuren lreasurer 2.502.222 - 2,890.00 
Eresby-sber Cap.. bax ;2 ol. 710.00 
Social) Security ‘Tax and Etc:._ 475.00 
[EGS WECR> aes AE eS: a = 1,560.00 
$14°705.00 
CHURCH PLANT OPERATION 
Sit: a $ 2,600.00 
Cleaning @oupplies: ...___--.- 402.00 
Lay. = 500.00 
UOGIUCS 4) 2,900.00 
Pusnbanec meres sae 2 oF eis 1,300.00 
Extrem ta bore 22224 so 700.00 
Group Ins. and Hosp. & S. S._- 135.00: 
Kitchen Supplies and Food_- 400.00 
$ 8,937.00 


MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 


Ghurchs General 2-2 = a $ 1,200.00 
I7Sthy-yearcelebrations =. 3,500.00 
OfticesEquipment, __- sss) 150.00 
Hront wWestibulesse 22.222. = 
Retinish eS cats: + ae = eee 1,000.00 
Kitchens. quipment.2_ 242 9. 300.00 
Organs andePianosp.-=_ 2-25 150.00 
IMATISG Raeme | pene tS oe Se wee 500.00 
$ 6,800.00 
OTHER EXPENSE 
SUppers: -9 Dinners g 125 eter $ 300.00 
ROVETESING een are be eee ae 385.00 
HlOWersyee eee ieee 110.00 
Miscellaneons ess eh eee 1,000.00 
$ 1,795.00 
TOTAL CURRENT EXPENSE 
BUDGE Tee. sete Rea $48,076.00 
BENEVOLENCES 
TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
W orld Missions sees a $ 1,601.60 
Churche Extension =. e252) 985.60 
Hducation maa eee ee 369.60 
Annuities and Relief ________ 123.20 
General Pid! 2m ek guests Soa 677.60 
Seon OU 
TOSSYNOD 
Church SExtensiones=— =. 22). = $ 1,108.80 
CUCL NON Sc 2A lease «STS 1,971.20 
$ 3,080.00 
TO PRESBYTERY 
Ghurcheloxtensionss 2-2 = $ 4,620.00 
FSCUICALIO Ns paren tae Sees tein aH) 862.40 
$ 5,482.40 
TO SPECIAL HOME 
NSSELONS Hedy ee ears | $11,000.00 


TOTAL BENEVOLENCE 
BUDGIY Rive. eee $23,320.00 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 


Youngs BeoplesaW ork == sess $ 1,000.00 
GirliScoutsS$e 242 ae ee eee 75.00 
IBYOWNIES 2 oe ee oe eee 50.00 
BOY SCOULS. mem anne Sei ee 75.00 
Gubesscouts. | 3o- ee ee eee 50.00 

$ 1,250.00 


TOTAL CURRENT EXPENSE 


BUDGE Ta see os tee 48,076.00 
TOTAL BUDGE A222 a_ $71,396.00 

Less Trust Fund and Loose 
Plate sO fenmn ge sagan ae $ 8,301.78 


TOTAL TO BE PLEDGED _-__-$63,094.22 


It is interesting to compare the subscription list of a few hundred dollars 
in January 1791, with the budget for 1959. 


PROGRAM FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE ONE HUNDRETH 
AND SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 


March 6-March 15, 1959 
Friday, March 6, at 7:30 P.M. 


Address by Mr. Phillip Howerton, Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 

Sunday, March 8, 11 A.M. 

Address by Mr. Howerton. 

March 8-11. 

The Reverend Doctor John S. Bonnell, pastor of the Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York City, will preach four consecutive evenings. 

Tuesday, March 10. 


An informal reception will be held for Dr. Bonnell following the evening 
service. 


Sunday, March 15. 
The pastor will preach on the subject, “The Road Ahead.” 
Sunday afternoon, March 15. 


AN EXPANSION FUND CAMPAIGN will be launched to secure the 
necessary money for a new Sunday School building. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


December 1, 1958 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Alexander Mrs. Sarah Van Meter Alford 
792 Cheryl Lane 363 North Broadway 


Mr. and Mrs. Francis B. Alexander Mr. and Mrs. Van Meter Alford 
W. Van Meter Alford, Jr. 
184 Park Avenue 


204 Ridgeway Road 
Mr. James H. Alexander Mr. and Mrs. Ellis H. Allen 
Versailles Road 


740 Providence Road 
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Mr. and Mrs. George T. Anderson 
Phoenix Hotel 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. Anderson 
Miss Mary W. Anderson 

John B. Anderson 

139 Chenault Road 

Mrs. Asa B. Arnett 

152 East Third Street 

Mrs. Fred K. Augsburg 

John King Augsburg 

124 Forest Avenue 

Mrs. R. M. Bagby 

Briar Hill Pike—Route 4 

Mrs. Lisbeth Bakhaus 

1630 Fincastle Road 

Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Bakhaus 
238 McDowell Road 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Montgomery Barnes 
1801 Bon Air 

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Barrow, Jr. 
116 Eastin Road 

Mrs. J. Edward Battaile 

211 Arlington Avenue 

Mrs. Albert Beals 

319 Duke Road 

Mr. John A. Bell, IT 
Bowman’s Mill Pike 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Berryman 
Nicholas Berryman 

James Malcolm Berryman 

485 West Third Street 

Mr. James Arthur Bedford 
Miss Katheryn Bedford 

245 Hill-N-Dale Drive 

Mrs. I. D. Best 

293 South Ashland Avenue 
Miss Louise Best 

267 South Hanover 

Dr. Etta Wright Best 

Mrs. C. W. Best 

2082 Rambler Road 

Dr. Ben W. Black 

242, McDowell Road 


Miss Camilla Blanton 

436 Woodland Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart R. Blood 
1752. Cold Harbor 

Mrs. Ruth Bogardus 

431 West Second Street, Apt. 23 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Bowman 
1814 Lakewood Drive 

Dr. Paul Boyd 

119 Waller Avenue 

Mrs. Thomas C. Bradley 

421 West Third Street 

Mrs. E. H. Bransom 

861 Darley Drive 

Mrs. Alfred C. Brent 

262 North Broadway 

Mrs. Lawrence C. Brewer 
Robert McAfee Brewer 

231 Henry Clay Blvd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Briggs 
220 Barberry Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard H. Bright 
2537 Southview Drive 

Mr. C. J. Bronston 

156 Chenault Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Brooks 
112 Romany Road 


Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Brown 
1202 Cooper Drive 

Mrs. E. W. Brown 

Deepwood Drive 

Dr. and Mrs. Marion G. Brown 
Miss Linda Brown 


David Brown 
1073 Lakewood Drive 


Miss Nanalyne Brown 
157 Bassett Avenue 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Brown 
405 Northside Drive 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Brown 
500 Culpepper Drive 
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Mrs) Revi. Brown 

Miss Martha Lawson Brown 
504 Culpepper Drive 

Mrs. Beatty H. Buehler 

225 Sycamore Road 

Mrs. W. A. Bull 

Miss Jacqueline Bull 

464 Rose Street 

Mrs. W. O. Bullock 

200 Market Street 

Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Burnett 
Miss Katherine Burnett 

121 Woodland Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Burnett, Jr. 
Miss Elizabeth Burnett 

11 Richmond Road 

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Burnett 
558 East High Street 

Miss Mildred Burress 

265 Lynhurst Place—Apt. 27 
Mrs. J. R. Bush, Sr. 

Miss Malinda Bush Clay 
221 South Ashland Avenue 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Bush, Jr. 
1609 Bon Air 

Mrs. Margaret Butler 

570 East Main Street 

Miss Ann W. Callihan 

660 North Broadway 

Mrs. Alex G. Campbell 
Todds Road 

Mrs. George A. Cannon 
1372 Lakewood Drive 

Mrs. Earnest R. Cantley 
521 Ridge Road 


Miss Sara Carter 
Military Pike 

Miss Helen Cartwright 
910 Richmond Road 


Miss Nancy H. Chambers 

201 North Mill Street 

Dr. and Mrs. Alfred J. Chrouser 
1983 Hart Road 
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MrvandeNirss:G. David. Coil 
Miss Kathleen Ann Coil 

1607 Versailles Road 

Mrs. Edward Clark 

120 Kentucky Avenue 

Mrs= Eee le Clark 

1815 Carolyn Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. M. K. Clark 

Miss Ellen Clark 

228 Woodspoint Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Matt M. Clay, Jr. 
317 Holiday Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Clemmons 
415 West Second Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Clemons 
115 Cochran Road, Apt. 3 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Clift 
102 McDowell Road 

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Clower 
1332 Prather Road 

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Cole 

Miss Lois Royden 

629 East High Street 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Winston Coleman 
Winburn Farms—Russell Cave Pike 


Mr. and Mrs. Lucas B. Combs 
Armstrong Mill Pike 

Mrs -and' Mrs] E.G, Gombs 
256 Irvine Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Sayre Combs 
Christopher Combs 

135 Eastover Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Cope 
1170 Indian Mound Road 
Mrs. Robert W. Coplan 

309 Strathmore Road 

Mrs. Charles W. Cottrell 
1710 Lakewood Drive 

Mrs. William H. Courtney, Jr. 
SO1 Mt. Vernon Drive 

Col. and Mrs. Melvin R. Cox 
498 Stratford Drive 


Mrs. Virginia Boyd Cox 
Landon Cox, Jr. 

Michael Cox 

119 Waller Avenue 

Miss Grace Cruikshank 

147 Park Avenue 

Mrs. S. C. Cunningham 

710 West High Street 

Mrs. James S. Dailey 

1703 Versailles Road 

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Dale 
366 Hummingbird Drive 

Mr. Graham Y. Davidson 
326 Sycamore Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Davis 
1216 Richmond Road 

Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Davis 
William Davis 

1350 Fontaine Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Finley H. Davis 
Miss Dorothy Bruce Davis 
Finley Houston Davis, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Buckley Davis 
328 Henry Clay Blvd. 

Mr. John W. Davis 

316 Sycamore Road 

Mrs. Christian deWaal 

208 Barrow Road 

Mrs. C. L. Dodson 

449 East High Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Davison 
1090 Cooper Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Douglas 
265 St. Margaret Drive 

Mrs. Harry Dougherty 

856 Rebecca Drive 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Doyle 
783 Hildeen Drive 


Mr. and Mrs. George H. Duffield, Jr. 


George Duffield, Jr. 
860 Albany Road 


Mr. and Mrs. George Dunn 
646 East High Street 


Mrs. Ellis G. Dunning 

431 West Third Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville P. Dyer 
1211 Lakewood Drive 

Mrs. Denny Eades 

491 South Barkley Drive 
Mr. and Mrs. Burt A. Easton 
315 Queensway Drive 

Mr. Harkness Edwards, Jr. 
Walnut Hall Stud 

Donerail, Kentucky 

Mr. and Mrs. James Dudley Elston 
820 Tremont Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Embry 
Harvey Embry, Jr. 

John Embry 

Thomas Embry 

607 Bellaire Avenue 

Mrs. J. A. Estes 

215 Irvine Road 

Mrs. W. R. Estill 

Route 4, Winchester Pike 
Mrs. Oliver P. Evans 

710 Della Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Ezzell 
905 Lakewood Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Fagan 
Kenneth O. Fagan 

1302 Fincastle Road 

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Farra 
Jimmy Farra 

Jack Farra 

237 Henry Clay Blvd. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Allen Fears 
Richmond Road 

Mrs. Mary W. Fieber 
Wellington Arms 

Miss Jean Fields 

474 West Second Street 

Mrs. Juliet Erdman Fisher 
138 North Ashland Avenue 
Mrs. George C. Forman 

331 South Broadway 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M. Fortune 
531 Chinoe Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan E. Fowler 
Robert Beckel Fowler 

26 Deepwood Drive 

Mrs. W. T. Fowler 

215 South Ashland Avenue 
Mr. and Mrs. Grant Fragstein 
589 Longview Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Gardner 
Bowman's Mill Road 

Mrs. William V. Gardner 

219 South Hanover 

Mrs. Gharlés GeGarr 

Miss Elizabeth H. H. Garr 
1601 Ashwood Drive 

Mis )igD 2 Gays. 

Miss Elizabeth Gay 

Miss Monnie Gay 

Pine Grove, Kentucky 

Mrs. Annette Geary 

Chevy Chase Apts. 

Mrs. W. P. Gilkeson 

436 Woodland Avenue 

Miss Lillian Gillespie 

117 Desha Road 

Mrs. Harry Giovannoli 

162 North Ashland Avenue 
Mr. and Mrs. Ambrose W. Givens 
637 Pasadena Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce G. Glenn 
1861 Glennhill Drive 

Mr. Cy EF. ‘Glenn 

Wellington Arms Apts. 

Mr. William A. Gordon 
Henry Clay Hotel 

Mrs. Anderson Gratz 

231 North Mill Street 


Mr. and Mrs. N. Warfield Gratz 
432 West Second Street: 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Green 
Greentree Farm, Route 4 
Paris Pike 
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Mr. and Mrs. Harold Grob 
440 Columbia Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Gay 
246-B McCracken Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lee Haggin 
Louis Lee Haggin III 

Miss Alma Haggin 

Miss Ann Haggin 

Mrs. Lydia Hagins 

9212 Long Branch Parkway 
Silver Springs, Maryland 
Mrs. A. V. Hall 

215 South Broadway 

Mrs. Harry T. Hall 

Miss Sarah Nancy Hall 
Lloyd Green Hall 

217% North Limestone Street 
Mr. Hughes Hamilton 


Colonial Home Farm—Yarnallton Pike 


Dr. and Mrs. W. Brooks Hamilton 
Miss Helen Hamilton 

William B. Hamilton 

Mrs.> Victor K. Hammer 

220 Market Street 

Mrs. William S. Hamlin 

430 Ridge Drive-North 

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Hannah 
658 Montclair Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hancock 
29 Celia Lane 

Mrs. James Harris 

3034 Breckenwood Drive 

Mrs. Howard B. Hart 

740 Berry Lane 

Mrs. Joseph Harting 

1909 Fontaine Road 

Mrs. Yulee B. Harting 

119 Forest Avenue 

Mr. and-Mrs. R. D. Haun 

1162 Indian Mound Road 

Miss Adele W. Headley 
Sagomihara Elementary School, 
P. O. Box 348 

San Francisco, Calif. 


Mr. Hal Price Headley Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hanna 
1636 Standish Way 327 Lowry Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Hild Mrs. Evan S. Ingels, Jr. 

230 Albany Road Mr. Lafon Ingels 

Mrs. A. C. Hiler, Jr. 435 Fayette Park 

509 Linwal Road Miss Lida Clay Ingels 

Mr, and Mrs. Roland A. Hillas, Jr. 433 Fayette Park 

5 Lansdowne Estates Miss Dana Ison 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Hines 1375 Fontaine Road 

319 Queensway Drive Mr. and Mrs. William A. Irick 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Hockett 154 Hamilton Park 

1626 South Limestone Street Mrs. Kenneth Jacobs 

Mrs. P. K. Holmes 453 Parkway 

DeoeRoce Street Mrs. John Nelson Jameson 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry H. Hornsby aime Mee Park 

1253 Colonial Drive Mrs. Sherman Jenney 


Walnut Hall Stud 
Donerail, Kentucky 

Mr. J. A. Jobert 

Miss Nancy Louise Jobert 


Mrs. Nell Duerson Hughes 
Robert Hughes 
127 Park Avenue 


Mrs. John R. Howard 309 Mariemont Drive 
John Allen Howard Mrs. J. E. Johnson, Sr. 
Phillip King Howard Shou DechaeRosd 

James Robert Howard Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Johnson, Jr. 
926 Mason Headley Road TASS oN chav ooda rie 

Mr. and Mrs. Alwyn Hughes Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Johnson, III 
Miss Janet Hughes 140 Bell Court, East 

295 Clearview Drive Mr. Mark Johnson 

Dr. and Mrs. E. J. Humeston, Jr. Miss Christine Johnson 
Edward Judson Humeston Miss Amy Johnson 

Mary Rand Humeston 1015 Richmond Road 

1220 East Main Street Mrs. Mary Presley Johnson 
Mrs. Mary Morton Huston 152 North Broadway 

Miss Lee Huston Mrs. Russell M. Jones 

Joe Huston Miss Mary Joe Jones 

409 Kingsway Mr. Edward Lee Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. William I. Hughes 162 South Arcadia Park 
Miss Mary Jane Bender Mrs. Max M. Jones 

Miss Susie Bender 146 Westgate Drive 

210 South Hanover Avenue Mrs. D. B. Judy 

Mr. and Mrs. William V. Hylton 256 East High Street 

Miss Barbara Hylton Miss Katherine Katterjohn 
William Hylton 312 Rose Lane 
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Mrs. W. R. Kayse 

Miss Ethel Kavse 

Woodrow Kayse 

249 Loudon Avenue 

Mr. Rodman W. Keenon 
1703 Fairway 

Miss Louise Keller 

727 Cramer Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Kelly 
126 Waller Avenue 

Mrs. Ben Kilgore 

129 Walton Avenue 

Mrs. J. M. Kimbrough 

Mr. Reese M. Kimbrough 
290 South Ashland Avenue 
Miss Betty Jo King 

1010 Sh): ashes Ro: ad 

Mrs. B. E. King 

Sayre School 

Bruce King III 

210 South Ashland Avenue 
Mrs. John R. King 

346 Sheridan Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Kingsley 
William E. Kingsley, Jr. 
1242 East Cooper Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Aimo Kiviniemi 
Miss Elaine Kiviniemi 

Jan Kiviniemi 


Dr. and Mrs. Frank Kodman, Jr. 


1448 Townley Drive 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. B. Lansill 
Scarlet Gate Farm, Lane Allen Road 
Mr. and Mrs. John Scott Lansill 
Scarlet Gate on Lane Allen Road 


Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Larison 
602 Cecil Way 


Mrs. Vivian Lee (In Florida now) 


1505 Versailles Road 


Mr. and Mrs. James L. Leggett. Jr. 


284 Burke Road 
Miss Dorothy Linville 
205 Desha Road 


3940 
— + 


Mrs. Robert Lockerman 
22389 Circle Drive 

Mrs. Louise Long 

152 East Third Street 

Mrs. Thomas Lowry 

Bullitt Lowry 

373 Colony Road 

Mrs. Charles N. Lyle 
Miller's Nursing Home 

1122 Oak Hill Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin P. Lyle 
1217 Summit Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lyle 
1280 Kastle Road 

Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Lyle. Jr. 
481 Strathmore Drive 

Mr. R. T. Lyle, Sr. 

Miss Mary Elizabeth Lyle 
327 Duke Road 

Mr. W. Sterling Lyne, Jr. 
2021 Edgeworth Drive 

Dr. Charles H. McChord 
485 West Second Street 
Mrs. Shelby T. McCloy 
1070 East Cooper Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. S. Q. McCrow 
Mrs. J. E. McCubbing 

60S South Ashland Avenue 
Mrs. Hervey McDowell 
Miss Mary Louise McDowell 
1138142 Dantzler Court 

Mr. and Mrs. Kyle McDowell 
Joseph Victor McDowell 
76S Della Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. C. B. McEachin 
Miss Charla McEachin 

Miss Clare McEachin 

S Lansdowne Estates 

Mrs. W. Viley McFerran 
301 South Hanover 

Mrs. Erle M. McGutty 

116 McDowell Road 


Mrs. R. W. Mcllvain 

Walmac Farm, Paris Pike 

Mr. and Mrs. A. V. McKenna 
215 South Ashland Avenue 

Mrs. Thomas McKinley 

1439 Lakewood Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. McVey, Jr. 
300 Strathmore Drive 

Mr, and Mrs. Frank L. McVey III 
106 Linden Avenue 

Frankfort, Kentucky 

Mr. and Mrs. O. Thomas Maney 
Edward Arthur Maney 

Thomas Patterson Maney 

41 Mentelle Park 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O. Mann 
146 Westgate Drive 

Mrs. T. J. Mannion 

Miss Pauline Mannion 

601-A Blue Grass Park-South 
Dr. and Mrs. T. M. Marks 

231 McDowell Road 

Mr. and Mrs. John Wesley Marr 
Miss Nancy Carol Marr 

Miss Martha Lee Marr 

Miss Mary Dillard Marr 

Bryan Station Pike 

Mr. Greenberry Marshall 
Huffman Mill Pike 

Mrs. W. B. Marshall 

305 Sycamore Road 

Mrs. W. K. Massie 

23 Mentelle Park 

Mrs. Richard S. Mateer 

511 Lone Oak Drive 

Mrs. Frank G. Matthews 

360 Duke Road 

Mr. and Mrs. LeRov L. Mattingly 
254-C McCracken Drive 

Dr. and Mrs. W. K. Massie, Jr. 
Miss Spivey Massie 

Miss Lucy Massie 

William K. Massie, Jr. 

108 Irvine Road 


Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Mattingly 

1169 Indian Mound Road 

Mrs. Walter K. Maude 

David Maude 

Walter Maude, Jr. 

1307 Richmond Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Mayes 

1328 Prather Road 

Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Mayfield 

2117 Coburn Blvd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph G. May 

William J. May 

2414 Cochran Road 

Mrs. Dorothy Williams Mead 

Miss Millicent Mead 

629 Sayre Avenue 

Mrs. Glenda Melin 

Miss Catherine Melin 

2036 St. Christopher Drive 

Miss Katherine Meng 

262 Market Street 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Merritt 

2018 North Limestone Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mietzelfield 

Miss Paula Mietzelfield 

968 Celia Lane 

Mrs. J. C. Milam 

Tates Creek Pike 

Mrs. Robert Miles 

Mr. Edward Miles 

194 North Limestone Street 
(Sayre School) 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Miller, Jr. 

265 South Ashland Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Miller 

1245 Eldermere Road 

Mr. Charles D. Mitchell 

250 Holiday Road 

Mrs. Gore Moberly 

416 West Third Street 

Mr. Emmet Morrow 

152 Sherman Avenue 
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Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mounts 
Miss Judy Eileen Mounts 
Miss Linda Lee Mounts 

220 Southport Street 

Mrs. Wallace Muir 

1625 Fincastle Road 

Mr. Joseph Mullins 

1128 Liberty Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mullinix 
1006 McClain Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Musto 
1400 Fontaine Road 

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Myers 
319 Holiday Road 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Carlisle Myers, Jr. 


1211 Richmond Road 

John Muncey 

344 Boiling Springs Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Newbury 
Miss Willie Ann Newbury 
Miss Betty Wilder Newbury 
Miss Lee Daniel Newbury 
Mrs. G. A. Northcutt 

Miss Janet Northcutt 

663 Elm Tree Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Newton 
2041 Dellwood Drive 

Mrs.- is Bs O'Leary 

706 Franklin Avenue 

Mr.- and Mrs. Harry H. Orr 
Miss Peggy Orr 

147 Chenault Road 


Miss Katie O'Toole 
233 East High Street 


Mr. and Mrs. John M. Outten 
241 Desha Road 


Mr. Thomas M. Owsley 
310 Hampton Court 


Mrs. Jackson Parrent 
1304 East Cooper Drive 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam Parrish 
No. 6 Lansdowne Estates 
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Mrs. L. C. Patterson 
1445 Tates Creek Pike 
Mrs. A. Prewitt Payne 
LaFayette Hotel 

Mrs. Hannah Pearce 
951 East Third Street 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne M. Pederson 
342 Blueberry Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Peo 

521 Albany Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Perkins 
Miss Margaret Ann Perkins 
William Perkins 

1826 Lakewood Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold G. Pettit 
917 East High Street 

Mr. and Mrs. William Pettit 
Miss Dunster Pettit 

225 South Ashland Avenue 
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis B. Penn 
324 Eastin Road 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Phillips 
922 Mason Headley Road 

Mrs. Harvey Phillips 

935 East Fifth Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Phillips 
230 Irvine Road 

Mr. Thomas M. Phillips, Jr. 

876 Robin Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Gover A. Pierce 
1549 Blue Bird Lane 


Mrs. Robert R. Pierson 

1020 Lane Allen Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Pinkerton 
Robert S. Pinkerton, Jr. 

Billy H. Pinkerton 

Thomas Cary Pinkerton 

400 Rosemont Garden 


Mrs. H. H. Pitzer 

153 Chenault Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Goebel Porter 
Old Frankfort Pike 
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1033 South Limestone Street 
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Prewitt 
Miss Sally Prewitt 

Miss Susan Prewitt 

329 Colony Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Price 
561 Cane Run Road 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Foley Price 
449 West Sixth Street 

Mrs. Carolyn Erdman Prugh 
138 North Ashland Avenue 
Mrs. J. W. Pryor 

417 West Second Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pryor 
Miss Louise Pryor 

Miss Joan Pryor 

1609 Fairway Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Pryor 
120 Chinoe Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Pugh 
1809 Carolyn Drive 

Mrs. Harry Rafferty 

167 Devonia Avenue 

Mrs. Katherine Reading 

220 Market Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Windell Reading 
Windell Gay Reading, Jr. 

121 Preston Avenue 

Mrs. Thomas P. Refbord 

856 Rebecca Road 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Reed 
Miss Deborah Reed 
Paul Reed, Jr. 

Jon Reed 

Robin Reed 

1509 Lakewood Drive 
Mrs. Wayland Rhoads 
1435 Nicholasville Road 
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Rice 
Miss Ellen Gray Rice 
Billy Rice 

155 Chenault Road 


Dr. and Mrs. James S. Rich 
Jeanne Bouchard Rich 

Thomas Sears Rich 

1855 McDonald Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Richardson 
636 Montclair Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Roberts 
856 Robin Road 

Miss Jessie Roberts 

LaFayette Hotel 

Mrs. Frank B. Rodes 

1939 Fontaine Road 

Mr. and Mrs. William Roll 

330 Garden Road 

Mrs. Ralph Rose 

2035 Rambler Road 

Mrs. R. T. Rudeen 

140 Cochran Road 

Mrs. Price Rudig 

Carolyn Price Rudig 

227 Bell Court, West 

Mrs. James F. Ryan 

1175 Lakewood Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Rutledge 
173 Louisiana Avenue 

Dr. and Mrs. Erwin H. Sasman 
John Erwin Sasman 

Edward Sasman 

Robert B. Sasman 

421 Holiday Road 

Mrs. Robert Stuart Sanders 

471 West Second Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Saunders 
1003 Gainesway Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin F. Schisler 
Bruce Schisler 

237 Holiday Road 

Mrs. Richard Schubert 

1950 Fontaine Road 

Dean and Mrs. R. E. Shaver 
Miss Ann Prewitt Shaver 

Miss Susan Shaver 

Andrew Reid Shaver 
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Mr. David Shelby 

432 Fayette Park 

Miss Willie Shelby 

460 West Third Street 

Mrs. Eugenia Simpson 

211 West High Street, Apt. 3 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Snow 

2095 Rambler Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Spencer 

157% East Main Street, 3rd Floor, 
Rear 

Dr. and Mrs. Herman E. Spivey 

Miss Margaret Spivey 

Mark Spivey 

Olin Spivey 

Mrs. Carter Stanfill 

141 Forest Avenue 

Mr. Allen Stanfill 

151 North Broadway 

Miss Dorothy ? 

Miss Christian ? 

405 Northside Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Arch M. Stanley 

Jimmy Stanley 

109 State Street 

Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Steele 

Miss Anita Steele 

857 Tremont Avenue 

Dr. E. Reid Sterrett 

259 South Ashland Avenue 

Mrs. Forest Stivers 

Mr. Luther Stivers 

Boonesboro Road-Route 7 

Miss Margaret Story 

Jewel Hall, U. of Ky. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Surface 

3013 Breckenwood Drive 

Miss Sallie Tarlton 

Miller's Nursing Home, 

1122 Oak Hill. Dr: 

Miss Ann Lee Taylor 

Miss Susan Taylor 


= 
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Richard Taylor 

212 South Ashland Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. Boyd W. Taylor 
Patricia Taylor 

1759 Harrodsburg Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Teater 
1498 North Broadway 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Thierman, Jr. 
John Thierman, Jr. 

David Thierman 

Miss Susan Thierman 

113 Delmont Drive 

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Thompson 
225 Culpepper Drive 

Mrs. Fann Parks Tilton 

224 East High Street 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Tilton 
121 Eastin Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry S. Tucker, Jr. 
258 Market Street — 

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Tyson 

154 Hamilton Park 

Dr. and Mrs: Jesse OF Van Meter 
1481 Tates Creek Pike 

Mrs. Walter Vaughn 

216 Market Street 

Miss Adlegunda Vogt 

Miss Julia Vogt 

534 Maryland Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Vough 

Miss Audrey Vough 

Miss Linda Vough 

Gary Vough 

1310 Prather Road 

Mr. Arlyn O. Wagner 

Miss Mary Sidney Wagner 
Newell Wagner 

Nicholasville Road 


Mr. Salem Wallace 
Wellington Arms Apts. 


Mrs. Lorraine Walling 
John Morris Walling 
161 Walton Avenue, Apt. 2 


Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Ward, Jr. 
Miss Jane Barkley Ward 

516 Rosemont Garden 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis P. Warren 
279 Larch Lane 

Miss Polly Warren 

1625 Fincastle Road 

Miss Elizabeth Watkins 

1008 South Broadway 

Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Watkins 
951 Cooper Drive 

Mr. Robert M. Watt 

Robert M. Watt, Jr. 

Tates Creek Pike 

Mr. and Mrs. Everett Webster 
2014 Carol Lane 

Mr. and Mrs. Marion G. Welch 
David Welch 

3137 Starling Drive 

Dr. and Mrs. Carl L. Wheeler 
410 Holiday Road 

Mrs. Charles White 

Sidney N. White 

Richmond Road, Route 5 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Whiteside, Jr. 
380 Hart Road 

Miss Fanny Williams 
Goodrich Nursing Home 

160 East Second Street 

Mrs. George F. Willmott 
Leestown Pike 

Mr. and Mrs. George F. Willmott, Jr. 
Leestown Pike 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Willson 
Miss Wylie Willson 

38 Mentelle Park 


Note 


Mr. William Willson, Jr. 

588 Longview Drive 

Mrs. Samuel M. Wilson 

423 Fayette Park 

Mrs. Charles G. Wise 

916 Tates Creek Pike 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Wise 
212 South Ashland Avenue 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Wolf 

2205 Eastway Drive 

Mrs. Charles E. Woodward 

102 McDowell Road 

Mrs. Nelson Woolcott 

Miss Dorothy Woolcott 

Miss Virginia Woclcott 

1231 Eldermere Road 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Woolcott, Jr. 
301 Irvine Road 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Ned Worten 
Nicholasville, Ky., Route 1 
Mrs. Phoebe Worth 

802 Central Avenue 


Mr. and Mrs. William B. Worth 
Beckner Worth 
210 South Ashland Avenue 


Mary Irene Wallace 

Bryan Station Pike 

Mrs. Robert S. Young 

Robert S. Young, Jr. 

430 Kingsway Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Young 
222 Chinoe Road 

Mrs. Druscilla Boyd Cox Zuverink 
John Zuverink, Jr. 

119 Waller Avenue 


The above list of members does not include the names of the non-resident 
and non-active members. In Presbyterian churches the names of the non-resident 
and non-worshiping members are placed on the Retired Roll. 
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PART III 
THE PASTORS 
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Photo by J. Winston Coleman, Jr. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ORDER 
DEDICATED MAY. 1872 
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1784-1789 
1790-1790 
Lio le17 OL 
1792-1792 
1793-1793 
1794-1795 
1796-1804 
1805-1807 
1807-1807 
1808-1822 
1823-1847 
1847-1853 
1852-1853 
1854-1867 
1865-1865 
1868-1868 
1869-1870 
1870-1874 
1875-1875 
1875-1903 
1901-1918 
1916-1917 
1918-1919 
1920-1923 
1924-1926 
1927-1933 
1933-1952 
1950-1952 
1952-1953 
1953- 
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Pastors and Supplies of the First Church, Lexington 


Adam Rankin, the first pastor 
James Crawford, Andrew McClure and David Rice, supplies 
Andrew McClure and David Rice, supplies 
James Blythe and James Crawford, supplies 
Robert Marshall, supply 

William Calhoun, supply 

James Welsh and James Blythe 

James Blythe 

Robert Stuart, John Poage Campbell and John Lyle, supplies 
Robert Montgomery Cunningham 
Nathan H. Hall 

Robert Jefferson Breckinridge 

Joel Kenney Lyle 

John Daniel Matthews 

Richard Valentine, Civil War schism 

Robert Garland Brank 

John Daniel Matthews 

William Dinwiddie 

John Wood Pratt, temporary supply 
William Frederick Vincent Bartlett 

John Edwin Muller 

Walter Alves Hopkins, missionary pastor 
James Ernest Thacker, supply 

David Clay Lilly 

Bunyan McLeod 

Harlan H. Pitzer 

Robert Whitfield Miles 

William Benjamin Lane, assistant pastor 
William Tinsley Kennon, Temporary supply 


William Vardaman Gardner 


REV. WILLIAM FREDERICK VINCENT BARTLETT, D.D. 


Rev. William Frederick Vincent Bartlett, D.D. 


Borie eontancee laine) 72. ne See August 20, 1831 
Dieceiimexinetomakentucky.-=25- 2) 2) se April 15, 1903 

Rev. William Frederick Vincent Bartlett, son of William Bartlett and his 
wife, Mary Cris, was born in Portland, Maine, August 20, 1831. 

He graduated from Yale University and later graduated from Union Sem- 
inary in New York in 1858. He taught school in Natchez, Mississippi, 1858-1863. 
He was a chaplain in the Confederate Army in 1863 in Fort Hudson, Louisiana. 
He was ordained by Mississippi Presbytery December 26, 1864. He served the 
following churches: Prytania Street Church, New Orleans, 1864-1865; Concord, 
New Hampshire, 1865-1867; traveled in Europe 1867-1869; Professor in Oakland 
College, Mississippi, 1870-1874; First Presbyterian Church, Lexington, 1875-1900; 
pastor emeritus, 1900-1903. 

Dr. Bartlett was one of the most beloved ministers who ever served in 
Kentucky. 

Dr. Bartlett won the love and trust of his whole people, the respect, the 
admiration, the affection of the people of Lexington to a degree not often 
realized by the ministers in this community —— indeed in any community. Dur- 
ing his long and active pastorate the Church grew, labored and experienced 
much in the cause of righteousness. 
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Rev. James Blythe 


Rev. James Blythe, son of James and Elizabeth Blythe, was born in Mecklen- 
burg County, North Carolina, October 28, 1765 and died in Hanover, Indiana, 
May 20, 1842. In 1788 he graduated from Hampden-Sydney College under 
the Presidency of Rev. John Blair Smith, D.D. His theological training was 
received under the Rev. Dr. James Hall, of North Carolina. He was licensed 
by Orange Presbytery and soon after his licensure visited Kentucky. Having 
been called to the Clear Creek and Pisgah Churches, he was ordained in the 
Clear Creek Church on July 24, 1793. He continued to supply the Pisgah Church 
until his removal to Indiana in 1832. Like most of the early Kentucky ministers, 
he supplied many of the vacant churches in the Presbytery. He was one of the 
early supplies of the First Church, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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When Kentucky Academy was united with Transylvania Seminary to form 
Transylvania University, he became one of the first three professors in the Uni- 
versity. He served as acting President of Transylvania University for many 
years. Dr. Blythe was given the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity by 
Princeton University in 1815 thus becoming the first Presbyterian minister in 
Kentucky to receive this degree. 


Dr. Blythe was a fine presiding officer as is evidenced by the fact he mod- 
erated the Synod of Kentucky three times. In 1816 he was Moderator of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly. He was active in all the work of the Presby- 
terian Church not only in Kentucky, but also in the entire nation. 


In 1832 at the solicitation of his friend, Rev. John Finley Crowe, the founder 
of Hanover College, he accepted the Presidency of that college. 


Rev. Albert Blythe Crowe, a grandson of John F inley Crowe, has written 
concerning Dr. Blythe’s removal to Hanover, as follows: 

As you know Dr. Blythe was President of Transylvania College at Lexington and 
also pastor of our church there. 

John Finley Crowe knew him there and admired him. I think John Finley preached 
there, too. So when Hanover got a charter from the Indiana legislature — first as an 
academy and very soon as Hanover College — my grandfather brought him to Hanover 
as first President of the College. 

It seems that Dr. Blythe had offended either the College or his Church at Lex- 
ington by having in his house a Grecian piece of statuary which was too nude it was 
thought and he was relieved of his job — or one of them. So he was glad to move to 
Indiana. Ive never heard whether he carried the statue with him or not. 

When he came to Hanover, he said to John Finley — “I know that as one grows 
older his powers decline and you must tell me candidly when you think I am weakening.” 

Many years later John Finley reluctantly told him he must comply with his re- 
quest. He thought the time had come. 

“Nonsense,” said Dr. Blythe, “I am better physically, mentally, and spiritually than 
ever before.” 

In the meantime John Finley had named my father James Blythe Crowe. And 
when I came to town in Bedford I was given my father’s middle name and was named 
Albert Blythe Crowe. 
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REV. ROBERT GARLAND BRANK, D.D. 


Rev. Robert Garland Brank, D.D. 


Rev. Robert Garland Brank, D.D., son of Ephraim McLean Brank and _ his 
wife, Mary Campbell Brank, was born in Greenville, Kentucky November 8, 
1824. He graduated from Centre College in 1846. He studied at New Albany 
Seminary in 1847-1848, and graduated from Princeton Seminary in 1849. He 
was licensed by Muhlenburg Presbytery October 5, 1849, and ordained May 5, 
1852 by West Lexington Presbytery. He supplied Woodford and Harmony 
Churches 1850-1851, and became pastor 1852-1854. Pastor Second Church, Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, 1854-1869. During the latter part of his pastorate in Lexington, 
he gathered the Southern sympathizers in the Second and First Churches in the 
court-house and preached to them. This group ultimately became the First 
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Church in Lexington. He was pastor of the Central Church, St. Louis, Missouri, 
1869-1895. He died in St Louis, August 21, 1895. 


His son, Rev. Rockwell Smith Brank, D.D., has given a sketch of his life. 


Dr. Robert G. Brank was a man of great size, and like his father, of great physical 
strength. He was six foot 3% inches tall, and at times weighed 225 pounds. He was 
rather spare and his weight was due to size rather than to fat. He was good-looking, 
and had a voice of much strength and music. When he preached he was very eloquent 
and his voice was of exceeding great power. He had plenty of fun in him and had a great 
host of friends. His fine preaching and faithful pastoral service endeared him to the 
hearts of many people and he was much beloved. One of my recollections of childhood 
was his singing the Star Spangled Banner at home. He had a large and strong hickory 
rocking-chair. Into his lap we children would climb, and he, trumpeting the Star 
Spangled Banner at the top of his lungs, would rock his big chair more and more 
vigorously until the whole thing, children and all, would tumble over backwards on 
the floor. Why we were not killed has been one of life’s unsoluble problems, but I 


suppose he held us very tight in those powerful arms of his, and took the jolt of the 
fall himself. 


He had a strong tinge of Methodist in him and liked to go to their camp meetings. 
He took me once with him to High Bridge, Kentucky, to hear Sam Jones, whom I 
loved to hear, and I think he must have told the Rev. Sam that I loved trains because 
the illustrations in that illustrious sermon were almost all about railroads, which Sam 
loved too. Our summer home for a great many years was at Charlevoix, Michigan. 
He would usually preach once in the summer at the Methodist Church. And strange 
to say in that cold, northern clime, the minister and congregation of that Methodist 
Church were not averse to an occasional shout in the service. Well, one Sunday my 
father, at the close of his vacation when he was feeling at his best, preached in that 
church. He would begin slowly and quietly, and work up to a tremendous climax of 
noise, fury, and faith, and would turn as the last sentence to the pastor beside him 
and shout at him, “Brother Johnson, do you believe that?’ Whereupon the brother 
would shout back. “Yes, Doctor, I do believe it.’ and this would be followed by Glories 
and Hallelujahs from the uplifted congregation. But it sounded like madness to me and I 
asked my mother beside me if he was going crazy, which remark led nearly to a 
spanking for me. Next Sunday, in his own calm pulpit and Presbyterian Church in 
St. Louis the spell was still on him, and he would work up to a climax and call out 
to his elders by name. “Brother Carr, do you believe that?’ And Brother Carr, somewhat 
dismayed, would reply with a little hesitation, “Yes, yes, Doctor, I - I - believe it.’ 


His study was a meeting place for his elders almost every evening, and preachers 
who loved good stories and fun. I could tell many tales concerning his absentmindedness, 
but I have said enough. He was as firm a Christian gentleman as any one could wish 
to know, and many knew him. To this day I meet now and again someone who loved 
to hear him preach. The devotion between himself and my mother was one of the 
beautiful things of life. I can hear him saying to her now, ‘I love you, Ruth, and I 
trust you.’ I wish I had known him better. 


The daily press of Saint Louis spoke of him as “The Saint John of the Saint 
Louis pulpits”. 


The Rev. Dr. R. P. Farris, who was Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in 1881, and Permanent Clerk of the same body 
from 1885-1903, and a friend of Dr. Brank wrote the memorial of Dr. Brank for 
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the S 


yond of Missouri in 1895. In this memorial Dr. Farris uses this language 


about Dr. Brank: 
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“In 1869, assured that duty called him to the wider opportunities which St. Louis 
offered, he became the pastor of Central Church, to which with rarest devotion, he gave 
heart and mind and service and means, until after a quarter of a century, he was sum- 
moned August 21, 1895, from labor to rest in the presence of his Lord, where many 
who have gone before, and many who shall follow after, will be his joy and crown 
forever. 

Dr. Brank was simple as a child; an Israelite indeed; without ambition save to 
preach and to live Christ. In his daily walk all hearts were drawn to him, as “The Be- 
loved Disciple’. In the pulpit, which was his throne he was a Boanerges; a noble com- 
manding presence, a voice of singular sweetness and power, chaste rhetoric, convincing 
logic, the fruits of careful study, and wide reading were tributary to the rare eloquence 
with which he proclaimed Christ as the satisfying portion of believers and the only 
sure refuge of sinners. 

Dr. Brank was married October 17, 1865, to Miss Ruth Ann Smith, of Lexington, 
Kentucky, who with an only daughter, the wife of Rev. Dr. Thomas Cummins, of Hen- 
derson, Kentucky, and two sons, survive him. These loved ones, and his devoted people, 
and his ministerial brethren of all denominations, mourn that they shall no more see 
the face of this dear man, this humble believer, this consecrated servant of Christ, this 
tender pastor. this “eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures; this grand preacher 
of the glorious Gospel of the Blessed God.” 


Rev. Robert Jefferson Breckinridge, 
D.D., who at the zenith of his fame 
was known as “the Napoleon of the 


Pulpit” 


Rey. Robert Jefferson Breckinridge, D.D. 


Robert J. Breckinridge, the most interesting person ever connected with 
the Mt. Horeb Church, was on August 31, 1829, received by letter from the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Lexington. 


The life of Dr. Breckinridge is too well known to enter into detail about 
him, suffice it to give the following sketch. 


He was the son of John and Mary Hopkins Cabell Breckinridge and was 
born at Cabell’s Dale, in Fayette County, March 8, 1800. 


He attended school at Pisgah and had for his teacher, Dr. Lewis Marshall, 
one of the great educators of his day. He studied at Princeton University when 
Dr. Ashbel Green was president; from Princeton he went to Yale when Dr. 
Jeremiah Day was president; from Yale he went to Union College in New York 
and graduated in 1819 under that renowned educator, Eliphalet Nott. 


He began the practice of law in Kentucky and his ability was soon recog- 
nized. In 1825 he was elected a member of the legislature where he served for 
several terms. In 1828 he had a severe illness from which he never fully recovered 
and which partially accounted for his irritability. In the winter of 1828-1829, 
while.in Frankfort, he was converted and joined the Second Presbyterian Church 
in Lexington under the ministry of Rev. John Clark Young, D.D. A few months 
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later he joined the Mt. Horeb Church. When his brother, William, entered the 
ministry, Robert Jefferson Breckinridge was made Clerk of the Session as Wil- 
liam’s successor. Both later became Moderators of the General Assembly. 


In 1831 he was received as a candidate for the ministry by West Lexington 
Presbytery at Walnut Hill Church. On that day one of the older members of 
Presbytery remarked: “Brethren, you had better be careful how you receive 
young Mr. Breckinridge, he will either make or break the Presbyterian Church.” 
Before his conversion he was considered the best dancer, the best hunter and 
best stump speaker in Kentucky. 


Soon after entering the ministry, in 1832, he became one of the leaders in 
the church, and probably exerted a greater influence in the Presbyterian Church 
than any other minister has ever done. 


It is interesting to note that Rev. Samuel Steele, pastor of the Mt. Horeb 
Church said despite the reputation which Dr. Breckinridge has acquired as one 
delighting in controversy as an elder in his church he was always a valuable aid 
to the pastor. 


When Dr. Breckinridge was at the zenith of his fame he was known as 
“the Napoleon of the pulpit.” He frequently preached at Horeb and nearby 
churches. After he had preached a powerful sermon on eternal punishment, 
the Negroes of the neighborhood were anxious to know where the devil got his 
supply of brimstone. 


We shall let General Castleman tell his story: 


“The Negroes had attended in large numbers, and the wonderful eloquence of the 
great divine excited their apprehension. Uncle Jacob Ross, who belonged to the Castle- 
mans, was a good negro preacher, and a large crowd of darkies gathered around him to 
listen to his elucidation of the remarkable sermon. Josiah, a Negro religionist who 
belonged to the Flourneys, interrupted by saying: “Now I wants somebody to tell 
me whar does de devil git all the brimstone what he keeps on a-burning folks wid 
forever and forever’. Uncle John Miller who belonged to the Dukes and who always 
assumed an air of general intelligence, answered: “Why, Josiah, you ought to know 
better dan to ax such a question. All well informed gemmans knows dat de devil has 
a rule dat evry nigger got to fetch his own brimstone and enough to boot for his marster, 
and if he don’t fetch plenty of it den de devil won't let him in’.” 


Negroes were always in attendance at the services in Mt. Horeb Church. 
They enjoyed hearing Dr. Breckinridge and the other Presbyterian ministers 
preach. 


Dr. Breckinridge filled many places in the church with distinction. During 
his long ministry he was active as a pastor and a teacher. 


He was pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, 1832-1845: 
editor of the Baltimore Literary and Religious Magazine, 1833-1843; President 
of Jefferson College; Pennsylvania, 1845-1847; Pastor of the First Presbyterian 


[142] 


Church, Lexington, Kentucky, and Superintendent of Public Instruction for the 
State of Kentucky, 1847-1853; Professor of Systematic and Polemic Theology in 
Danville Theological Seminary, 1853-1869; editor of the Danville Review, 1861- 
1865; Moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly, 1841. 


He received honorary degrees from Union and Jefferson Colleges and from 
Harvard University. He died in Danville, Kentucky, December 27, 1871. 


Dr. Breckinridge’s ministry in Lexington, as elsewhere, was characterized 
by faithful pastoral work and brilliant preaching. 


[143] 


REV. WILLIAM CALHOUN 


Rev. William Calhoun 


Born in Prince Edward County. Virgitial 50 2226 ee 1772 
Direc ime Narusta © Omiya V1 oi ile ee ees August 27, 1851 
Called tothe First Church) Lexington, Ky 722-25 == 1793 
Pastor otAshndge é Cherry sprue. scot; County = ssa sae eee 1795-1797 
Supplied ‘Church Paris, Kentucky ole sas eu: ee ee 1796 


Rev. William Calhoun, son of Adam Calhoun was born in Prince Edward 
County, Virginia in 1772 and died in Augusta County, Virginia, in 1851. He 
entered Hampden-Sydney College when only fourteen years of age. He gradu- 
ated in 1789. He was licensed by Hanover Presbytery May 12, 1792. On Sep- 
tember 22, 1792, he was by the Commission of Synod, appointed a missionary, 
and sent with Cary Allen, to Kentucky, on Mr. Allen’s second visit to that region. 
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In 1793 he was invited to become pastor of the First Church, Lexington, Ken- 
tucky. He did not accept but returned to Virginia. This call was probably the 
first call issued for full time service in one church of any denomination in Ken- 


tucky. 


On December 25, 1795 he was dismissed as a licentiate from Hanover Pres- 
bytery to Transylvania Presbytery. On F ebruary 12, 1795 he was ordained by 
Transylvania pastor of Ashridge and Cherry Spring churches. He served the 
churches until 1797. In 1796 he supplied the Paris church in connection with 
Ashridge and Cherry Spring. He returned to Virginia in 1799 and settled in 
Augusta County. His churches were Staunton and Brown’s Meeting House now 
called Hebron. He had a classical school in addition to his pastorate. 


“He argued William Wirt into an open acknowledgment of Christianity.” 


He married a daughter of James Waddell, the celebrated blind preacher. 
He was a brother-in-law of Archibald Alexander, founder of Princeton Seminary. 


Mr. Calhoun became well known in Virginia and wielded a large influence. 
Many interesting stories are told about him, one of which follows: 


One such tradition is recorded by Elder Addison W. Tate in his historical address 
in 1932. “It is told that on one occasion he presided over a union meeting of the 
Methodists and Presbyterians held in his own church in Staunton. At that time that 
splendid denomination, the Methodists, were more emotional and demonstrative in 
their worship than at the present day and as the services progressed an occasional 
‘amen’ and groans were heard, on which Parson Calhoun bounded to his feet and 
bade the congregation remember that the Bible commanded us to ‘do all things decently 
and in order’. Whereupon the visitors rose in a body and retired to their own church, 
and it is said never had the town heard such shouting as that old church resounded 
with the remainder of the night, and never more fervent were the prayers uttered for 
the ‘old fox who occupied the Presbyterian pulpit’.”* 


*The History of Hebron Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Virginia Bicentennial 
Edition 1746-1946 Page 11. 
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REV. JOHN POAGE CAMPBELL, D.D. 


Rey. John Poage Campbell, D.D. 


John Poage Campbell, D.D., who was elected Stated Clerk at the first 
meeting (that is of Washington Presbytery)—and serving until October 1804, and 
judging from the records; Presbytery never had a better. He was the most bril- 
liant and intellectual of all the original members. He was born in Augusta 
County, Virginia in 1767, and removed with his father, Mr. Robert Campbell to 
Kentucky when he was 14 years of age. His father was an elder in Smyrna 
Church and lived in Mason County. He graduated from Hampden-Sydney, in 
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1791, studied theology with Mr. Graham and with Dr. Moses Hoge of Shepherds- 
town, Va., and was licensed to preach in 1792. In July 1793, he was installed 
collegiate pastor with Mr. Graham, his preceptor, in the Congregations of 
Oxford, New Monmouth, Lexington and Timber Ridge, Virginia. In 1795 he 
came to Kentucky, and preached first to the churches of Smyrna and Flemings- 
burg. He afterwards preached in various places, among which were, Danville, 
Nicholasville, Cherry Spring, Versailles and Lexington. He had also studied 
medicine and was successful in its practice, but only engaged in this because 
his salary as a preacher, was not sufficient to support him. In April 1801, he 
resigned a call that he had accepted from Union. He was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Transylvania, in meeting of Presbytery Oct. 3-4, 1804, at Wash- 
ington, Kentucky, and removed from the neighborhood of Johnson’s Fork meet- 
ing-house to Danville, and was, in Kentucky, a great power in contending for 
sound doctrine, during the time of the New Light troubles. In 1805-06, by 
direction of the General Assembly, he travelled through northern Kentucky, 
with a view to regulate disorders and revive the spirits of desponding flocks 
and prevent, as far as possible, the people from accepting the errors pressed 
upon them by the New Light preachers. Against these he worked with voice 
and pen. In Presbytery, at Buckskin, April 6-8, 1814, he was received into this 
Presbytery again, (that is Chillicothe Presbytery)—on a certificate from the Pres- 
bytery of West Lexington. In the autumn of 1813, he had removed to Chillicothe, 
and was engaged in the preparation of a work to be called “Western Antiquities” 
but died Nov. 4th., 1814. Davidson says that “Nassau Hall was about to confer 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity, when death prevented the intended 
honor.” 

Copied from Gilbraith’s History of Chillicothe Presbytery, pages 43-44. 


He was a man of fine taste and devoted to criticism and belles-lettres. In 
early life he had a great reputation as a preacher, but his voice, which had 
never been strong, became so broken by preaching to large assemblies in the 
open air, during the great revival, that it was painful for strangers to listen to 
him, and this prevented him from getting such a situation as his talents would 
have commanded. He published a number of articles, mostly controversial, and 
his friends thought that it was an irreparable loss, that he was prevented by 
death from finishing the work on which he was engaged. 


Mr. Campbell was one of the supplies of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Lexington, between the pastorates of Dr. Welsh and Dr. Cunningham. 
Rev. James Crawford 


Rev. James Crawford, son of Alexander Crawford and Mary McPheeters, 
was born in Augusta County, Virginia, in 1752. When he was twelve years 
old, his parents were killed by Indians. He graduated from Princeton Univer- 
sity in 1777, and was licensed to preach at Hampden-Sydney, Virginia, October 
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26, 1779. He married his cousin, Rebecca McPheeters, came to Kentucky in 
1784 or 1785 and purchased land from General Levi Todd. Hanover Presbytery, 
in Virginia, sent Rev. Charles Cummings and Edward Crawford to Kentucky 
to make a quorum of Presbytery to ordain James Crawford and Terah Templin. 
The ordination service in 1785 was the first of its kind held by the Presbyterian 
church in Kentucky. 


Crawford was a patriot. When he was dismissed from his church his pastor 
wrote: “He is well affected towards American liberty.” He was a member of 
the Constitution Convention in Danville, in 1792, to draft a constitution for the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. He founded the Walnut Hill Church in 1785 and 
served as pastor until his death, April 11, 1803. His body is buried in the Walnut 
Hill cemetery, the only pastor of this church to be interred on its grounds. The 
epitaph over his grave is somewhat unusual: 


Sacred to the Memory of The Revd James Crawford A.M. who died 11th April 1803 
in The 5lst Year of his age. He was, a Kind Husband, a Tender Parent, a faithful 
Friend, a sound Divine, a real Christian & pathetic Preacher. The Gospel which he 
faithfully Preached will prove to many in This Place, a savour of life unto life, and 
to others a savour of Death unto Death. 


What joys malignant shook the Gates of Hell 
While Zion Trembled when this Pillar fell, 
Lest God who his Ambassador withdrew 
Should take away his Holy Spirit too, 

Then some vain hireling void of special Grace 
Be brought to fill this faithful Pastor’s Place. 


The question has been asked why this poem of six lines was placed on this 
stone. The poem seems to reflect upon his successor. It is on the stone over the 
grave of the Rev. Joseph Smith in the graveyard of the Upper Buffalo church 
in Pennsylvania. Smith died April 19, 1792. His friend, the Reverend Thaddeus 
Dodd, wrote the poem and it was carved on the stone over his grave. 


Rev. James Welsh, a son-in-law of Rev. Joseph Smith, was pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Lexington at the time of Crawford’s death. Welsh 
and Crawford were intimate friends and it is likely that Welsh suggested that 
this poem be placed on the tombstone of Crawford. 


Mr. Crawford was one of the supplies of First Church between the ministry 
of Adam Rankin and that of James Welsh. 
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Grave of Rev. Robert Montgomery Cunningham, D.D. 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, in Greenwood Cemetery 


Robert M. Cunningham 


fe NM ee Tee eee ee September 10, 1760 
Me Mee terme eels ies le ee July 11, 1839 


Robert M. Cunningham, a son of Roger and Mary Cunningham was born 
in York County, Pennsylvania, September 10, 1760. When he was about fifteen 
years of age he moved with his parents to North Carolina. He was very anxious 
to get a classical education so he could prepare himself for the ministry. His 
father was unable financially to help his son, so he did not encourage him to 
get an education. In 1782, when he was about twenty-two years old, he entered 
the Latin School of Rev. Robert F inley at Rocky River, North Carolina. After 
having been under Mr. Finley for one year he went to Bethel Settlement, in 
York County, North Carolina, and enrolled in the school taught by Mr. Robert 
McCulloch. He remained under Mr. McCulloch for two years. He completed 
his preparations for college at an Academy at Bullock's Creek, taught by Rev. 
Joseph Alexander. In 1787 he entered an advance class in Dickinson College 
and graduated therefrom in 1789. 


When he had completed his college course he returned South. Probably he 
taught school. He placed himself under the care of the First Presbytery of 
South Carolina. He was licensed by this Presbytery, in 1789. In the fall of 1792, 
he went to Georgia and organized a church in Greene County, now in Been 
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County; and ordained elders in the Ebenezer Churches. In 1796, he and four 
other ministers were set off from the Presbytery of South Carolina to form 
Hopewell Presbytery. 


In 1807 he acepted a call to become the co-pastor, with Dr. James Blythe 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Lexington, Kentucky. He remained here for 
a period of fifteen years, until 1822. He did a splendid work in Lexington. 

“During the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Cunningham two items of special interest 
should be chronicled; the first, regarding the establishment by him of a Bible Society in 
1810, of which Mr. Cunningham was president. It was the fourth one organized in 
the United States and in active operation nearly six years before the American Bible 
Society was founded. One of its early notable efforts was the distribution of a large 
number of Bibles among the soldiers of the War of 1812. The local society operated a 
free school in 1820.” 


The other item of interest is recorded in the Lexington Reporter of July 23, 
1817, and reads as follows: 


“Awful Occurrence. On Sunday last two respectable ladies were killed by lightning 
in the Presbyterian Meeting-House in this town — Mrs. Eleanor McCullough and Mrs. 
Jane Lukie. This truly afflicting dispensation of Providence happened during divine 
worship — the scene and distress among the congregation can scarcely be imagined.” 


“On the Sunday following this tragedy a minister in the city used this occurrence 
as a topic for a sermon, pointing out that the two ladies who were killed by lightning 
in the First Presbyterian Church had intended to become members of the church on 
the following Sunday and he pointed this out as a lesson on procrastination.” 


Dr. Cunningham was elected Moderator of the Synod of Kentucky in 1817. 
Lexington was an important town during the days of Dr. Cunningham's pastorate 
there. Many men of prominence in the Church and in the Nation were his 
friends and associates. He was one of the main movers in all that was done for 
the growth and culture of Lexington. 


Dr. Cunningham not only preached in the First Church in Lexington, but 
he supplied other churches also. It was the custom for the pioneer preachers 
not to confine their services to one church. He was stated supply for the Pres- 
byterian Church in Versailles, in 1821. 


After a pastorate of fifteen years in Lexington, Dr. Cunningham resigned 
his work and moved to Alabama. 


“He settled within the bounds of the Presbytery of Alabama in the year 1826. He 
was, however, as early as the spring of 1823, present at the meeting of Presbytery, and 
preached the opening sermon. At the organization of the Synod of Mississippi and South 
Alabama, which occurred, by the appointment of the General Assembly at Mayhew, 
Choctaw Nation, November 11, 1829. Dr. Cunningham also preached the opening 
sermon, and was chosen Moderator. Very few men ever exhibited more of clear and 
sound intellect, of tender and melting pathos, and of bold and manly eloquence, than 
this patriarch of the church, in proclaiming the news of salvation to a dying world.” 


When he left Kentucky in 1822, he settled near Moulton, Alabama, but not 
liking the land he moved in 1824, to the Black Warrior River near Tuscaloosa. He 
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organized churches in Tuscaloosa and Carthage and supplied them. His planta- 
tion was near Carthage. He frequently preached at Concord Church, in Green 
County, of which his son, Joseph Parks, was pastor. He preached in Tuscaloosa 
for eight years. He did not ask nor receive any pay for his services during these 
eight years. Rev. William Williams was his successor in Tuscaloosa. He preached 
his last sermon in Carthage in 1838. 


In the year 1827 he was honored with the Degree of Doctor of Divinity 
by Franklin College, in Georgia. 


He attended a meeting of the Presbytery in Tuscaloosa in the spring of 
1839. He addressed the Presbytery once, which proved to be his last public 
address. He died in Tuscaloosa on July 11, 1839. 


About the time that he entered the ministry he was married to Miss Eliza- 
beth Moore, daughter of Charles and Mary Moore of Spartenburg District, 
S. C. She died November 3, 1794, leaving a daughter who survived her only a 
short while. 


On October 15, 1795 he married Betsy Ann, eldest daughter of Joseph 
Parks of Prince Edward County, Virginia. They were the parents of five sons. 
She died October 14, 1805. 


He married for his third wife, a daughter of Col. Bird of Georgia. She sur- 
vived him. 


Dr. Cunningham was very much awakened by the great revival which began 
in Kentucky about 1800 and moved on in its sweep through the South. Dr. 
Cunningham visited the scenes of some of the revivals. These scenes greatly 
impressed him and gave direction to his earnest manner of preaching. He was 
a kind of Whitefield. His desire seemed to be to win men to Christ. 


“The exterior man of Dr. Cunningham was impressive. His stature—judging from 
the eye—was more than six feet, and his form at fifty-three or four years of age, when 
I first met him, was full and well developed. His face was good, though not handsome; 
his eyes mild, but expressive; and in his utterances whether in private conversation, or 
in the pulpit, or the social meeting, all his features were eloquent. His reasoning powers 
were far from being defective, but his marked peculiarities belonged to the moral man. 


“He was endowed by nature with strong social feelings — deep sensibilities of heart. 
As a Christian, and a minister of God, these were cultivated and directed in proper 
channels, these, more than any thing else — far beyond his talents and learning, both 
of which were respectable — made him at once an acceptable and successful preacher 
of the Gospel. Christians always relished his discourses, and his earnestness and unction 
often won their way to the heart of the careless sinner and the infidel. 


“His person was commanding. His utterance distinct. His thoughts clear. His 
earnestness attractive, and his goodness of heart manifest to all. It was this latter quality, 
goodness of heart — love to God and Man, which opened an avenue to many a mind 
for the truth which he ever uttered with a tenderness which I have rarely seen equalled, 
and I may say never seen surpassed, as a general fact, in the pulpit. If these things, 
and. especially the last named, constitute eloquence, then Dr. Cunningham was an 
eloquent preacher. Sometimes he was truly eloquent; for men listened for their lives, 
and the Spirit of God spoke by him effectually to the salvation of the soul.” 
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REV. WILLIAM DINWIDDIE, D.D. 


Rev. William Dinwiddie, D.D. 


Borman CampbelliGounty(V irginiay ss ser pa Sas oe eee ee March 7, 1830 
Died at Greenwood irginias® oaune: Nae se eee 2 eee ane eee July 30, 1894 
Pastor of Hirst Ghureh in Mexmoton, Kenuiciy 02-22 == eee 1870-1874 


Rey. William Dinwiddie, D.D., son of William Walthall Dinwiddie and his 
wife, Mary Bryan, was one of six brothers, all of whom were over six feet tall. 
He was born in Campbell County, Virginia. He was educated at Hampden- 
Sydney College and at the University of Virginia. He established and taught 
in Brookland School in Albemarle County, 1856-1870. 


He studied theology under the celebrated William H. McGuffy, D.D., and 
was licensed in 1864 and ordained in 1866. From 1866-1870, he was pastor of 
Lebanon Church. 


From 1870 to 1874, he was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. From 1874-1886, he was pastor of the Second Church, Alex- 
anderia, Virginia. 
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In 1857 Dr. Dinwiddie bought property in Albemarle County, Virginia. This 
property remained in the family until 1950. The place was called Greenwood. 


Dr. Dinwiddie returned to Greenwood in 1886 and resided there until his death 
in 1894. 


Dr. Dinwiddie was married two times, first, to Agnes Carrington of Virginia. 
To this union three children were born. A son died in infancy, two daughters, 
Bessie and Agnes. Bessie lived until 1938, unmarried, at Greenwood, Virginia, 
a consecrated life of service to Lebanon Church, and to her family. Agnes mar- 
ried A. C. Bruce, no issue. 


Dr. Dinwiddie’s second wife was Miss Albertine Bledsoe, daughter of Dr. 
Albert Taylor Bledsoe, Professor of Mathematics at the University of Virginia. 
This marriage was solemnized in 1864. Mrs. Dinwiddie survived her husband 
nineteen years and died at Greenwood in 1918. Their children were William; 
Sophia, who died in infancy at Lexington, Kentucky; Albert Bledsoe; R. E. Lee; 
Edgar Evans; Howard Brooks; Emily Wayland, who died at Greenwood, in 
1949, the last surviving child; and Courtenay, President of Tulane University, 
New Orleans, for seventeen years. 


The following tribute to Dr. Dinwiddie was published in the Virginian: 


“DEATH OF DINWIDDIE. Dr. Dinwiddie is dead! How sadly the tidings will 
fall upon thousands of hearts that revered the preacher and loved the man! And how 
sudden! Only a month or two ago, he was in our midst; the picture of robust health 
and full of life and spirit that marked his character. Many were privileged to listen to 
his lucid expositions of Gospel truth and to enjoy with him the delight of social inter- 
course, little dreaming that the dread archer would so soon claim him his victim. 


Dr. Dinwiddie was widely known as one of the ablest and most perspicuous ex- 
positors of Holy Scripture. Endowed with a mind strongly analytical, whose powers 
were developed by thorough collegiate, university and seminary training, he was able 
to take the “deep things” of God and make them plain to the most common mind. In 
this he found his delight, and to the force of intellectual vigor, superadded rare excel- 
lencies of style and method, that bespoke at one the cultured scholar and the experi- 
enced christian. Crowds hung upon his utterances, marked by the ready command 
of the purest English and an eloquence born of earnest conviction and genuine christian 
love. 


His personal attractiveness was great. His power of adapting himself to surround- 
ings remarkable. From the grave subjects of religious contemplation, he could turn 
with ease, to the lighter topics of every day life, to irradiate the domestic circle with 
the sunshine of his cheerful spirit. He was a lover of nature and found much pleasure, 
in frequenting her most inviting haunts where with the attraction of rod and reel, 
he could while away the cheerful hours, and drink in at once health and inspiration. 


He was a manly man, fully stocked with the elements that go to make up the 
moral hero. Brave, calm, self possessed, he could meet any emergency, without fear 
or undue excitement, and yet with a spirit of kindness and conciliation, that at once 
bespoke the true gentleman, and a sincere disciple of the Master. 


One of his favorite doctrines was the possible imminency of Christ’s second com- 
ing, holding that it might occur at any moment. Living with this view as a practical 
reality, death could not take him unawares. His dart was suddenly launched, but it 
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had lost its sting, and its stroke was but a summons to receive the “great reward”, laid 
up for God’s faithful servants in the homes above. He “rests from his labors but his 
works do follow’. May the God he served be with the stricken ones in their hours 
of gloom. 

Upon the sod which covers his sleeping dust, this leaf is laid by one who loved 
him living, and will cherish through life the memory of his friendship and his worth.” 


REV. WILLIAM VARDAMAN GARDNER, D.D. 


Rev. William Vardaman Gardner, D.D. 


William Vardaman Gardner, son of William Robert Gardner and his wife, 
Lilla Monts, was born in Saltillo, Mississippi, July 22, 1903. He was a student 
in the University of Mississippi, 1921-1922; graduated from Southwestern Uni- 
versity in 1925; graduated from Union Theological Seminary, Virginia in 1928. 
Studied in the School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem, 1928-1929. He was 
licensed and ordained May 28, 1928, by East Mississippi Presbytery. His pas- 
torates have been: Tuscumbia, Alabama, 1930-1933; Farmville, Virginia, 1933- 
1936; First Church, Atlanta, Georgia. He was installed pastor of the First 
Church, Lexington, Kentucky, November 8, 1953. He received the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from the Presbyterian College in South Carolina, in 1937. 


Dr. Gardner has served on several Boards of Colleges and other institutions 
and on various committees of the Church. 


On August 9, 1932, in San Antonio, Texas he married Miss Manira Hoon. 


The following commission installed Dr. Gardner as pastor over the First 
Church, November 8, 1953: 


The Rev. Thomas M. Johnson, pastor of the Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church, 
presided. Dr. William S$. Webb, an elder, read the scripture lesson. The Rev. Walter 
K. Maude, executive secretary of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery, made the pastoral 
prayer, and Dr. Frank H. Caldwell, President of Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, gave the sermon. 
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Dr. Robert Stuart Sanders, Lexington, former minister of the Versailles Presby- 
terian Church, made the charge to the pastor and Judge Mac Swinford, an elder in 
the Cynthiana Presbyterian Church, gave the charge to the congregation. 


The church has been greatly strengthened by the unceasing and helpful 
ministry of Dr. Gardner. He and Mrs. Gardner have entrenched themselves 
deeply in the hearts of the members of the church and have taken high rank 
in the community. 
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REN NATHAN iG HADI D:D. 


Nathan H. Hall 


The son of Rev. Randall Hall, was born in Franklin County, Virginia, in 1783. 
His father, a Baptist minister, removed to Garrard County, Ky., in 1799. During 
the revival of 1801, Nathan became happily converted, and placed himself under 
the teachings of Joshua L. Wilson, D.D., of Cincinnati, and Thomas Clelland, 
D.D., with whom he studied theology. In 1805 he was licensed by the Presbytery 
of Transylvania, and in June 1807 ordained and installed by the same Presbytery, 
over Springfield, Hardins Creek, and Lebanon churches, Ky.; here he labored 
until 1822, when he became pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Lexington, 
being installed, May 1823. In 1847 he resigned this charge and became an evan- 
gelist, in this position his labours were many and highly blessed of God; as a 
revival preacher he was never excelled. In 1849 he removed to Missouri, and in 
the winter of 1849-50 he preached in the Central Church, St. Louis, in 1851 he 
was installed pastor of the Presbyterian Church, in Columbia, Mo., and became 
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a member of the Presbytery of Missouri. He was pastor of this church until a 
few weeks prior to his death, which took place at the residence of his son-in-law, 
R. .L Todd, June 2251353: 


He married twice: first, Miss Crawford; second, Mrs. Elizabeth Trotter, a 
sister of Governor John Pope. 


The Presbyterian Historical Alumnae and Annual Remembrance of the 
Church, 1860 by Joseph M. Wilson Page 72, Volume 2. 
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REV. WALTER ALVES HOPKINS 


Rev. Walter Alves Hopkins 


Rev. Walter Alves Hopkins, son of Edmund Hopkins and Ruth Sugg Hop- 
kins, was born in Henderson, Kentucky, December 6, 1887, and died in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, May 22, 1933. When he was about sixteen years of age he moved, 
with his parents, to Wickliffe, Kentucky. He graduated from Centre College in 
1909 and from the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 1912. 


He was licensed by Paducah Presbytery in 1912, and ordained by West 
Lexington Presbytery, July 21, 1912. 


In 1916 he was the Assistant Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Lex- 
ington and in 1917 he became pastor of the James Lees Memorial Church, Louis- 
vile, Kentucky. From 1918 to 1921 he was a Chaplain in the United States Navy. 
After leaving the Navy he was Superintendent of Young People’s Work in the 
Synod of Kentucky. From 1923 to 1928 he was pastor of the United Presbyterian 
Church in Lebanon, Kentucky. In April, 1928 he accepted the call to the First 
Presbyterian Church, Covington, Kentucky, and after a service of three years 
he was forced to resign because of his health. 
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On June 9, 1927, at Danville, Kentucky, Mr. Hopkins was married to Miss 
Zillah Redd. No children were born of this union. 


Mr. Hopkins had a magnetic personality, and was a splendid preacher. His 
death was a great loss to the Presbyterian Church in Kentucky. He was buried in 
Danville, Kentucky. 


(Mrs. Zella Redd Hopkins furnished the facts used in this sketch). 
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REV. WILLIAM TINSLEY KENNON 


Rey. William Tinsley Kennon 


Rev. William Tinsley Kennon, son of William Coskrey Kennon and his wife 
Lucy A. Kennon Gingras, was born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, July 2, 1896. He 
studied at the University of Alabama and Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. He 
was licensed July 15, 1935 by Louisville Presbytery and ordained by the same 
Presbytery July 28, 1935. He served the South Louisville Church 1933-1948. Since 
1948 he has engaged in evangelistic work. On August 31, 1936 he married Clara 
Miller Holsclaw, in Louisville, Kentucky. 


From October 1952 to April 1953, he supplied the pulpit of the First Church 
and by his helpful ministry endeared himself to all the members of the congre- 
gation. 
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REV. WILLIAM BENJAMIN LANE 


Rey. William Benjamin Lane 


Rev. William Benjamin Lane, son of Warren Gillis Lane and Amy Leona 
McKinney, was born November 15, 1920, in Fairfax, Missouri. He graduated from 
Tarkio College in 1942, and from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
1945. He was licensed and ordained by New Albany Presbytery, U.S.A., in 
April 1946. He was Director of Music in the Todd-Dickey Training Parish, In- 
diana, 1945-1946; professor in Southwestern, Memphis, Tennessee, 1946; Minister 
of Music and Director of Religious Education in St. Charles Avenue Church, 
New Orleans, Louisiana; Professor in Centre College, 1948-1950; assistant pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Lexington, Kentucky, 1950-1952; assistant 
pastor of the Calvin Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Michigan, 1952. 


After the death of Doctor Robert Whitfield Miles, in 1952, Mr. Lane sup- 
plied the pulpit for several months. His ministry was acceptable to many in the 
congregation, so acceptable in fact, that he was given a call to become pastor. 
Mr. Lane declined this call. 
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REVEAL nEY 


Rey. David Clay Lilly, D.D. 


Pemeeimeeh eCnticky 2822 2 es September 17, 1870 
PicommmyCiniston-oalem. North Carolina...) May 28, 1939 
i egmatetebresbyterians Church, Lexington ....___-.-.~.---~----- 1920-1923 


Rey. David Clay Lilly, D.D., who occupied many important positions in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, was born in Irvine, Kentucky, September 17, 
1870, the son of Colonel Henry Clay Lilly and his wife, Catherine Lilly. 


He graduated from Central University in 1890; Union Theological Seminary, in 
Virginia, in 1893. He studied in the University of Edinburg 1903-1904. 


In September 1893 he was licensed by Transylvania Presbytery; and in May 
1894 was ordained by Louisville Presbytery. 
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His ministry was exercised in the following places: Frankfort, Kentucky, 
1894-1895; Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 1896-1900; Secretary of Colored Evangelism, 
1900-1903; First Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 1904-1907 and 1916- 
1920; Special Representative of Foreign Mission Committee, 1907-1910; Grace 
Street Church, Richmond, Virginia, 1910-1913; Secretary of International Lay- 
mens Missionary Movement, 1913-1916; First Church, Lexington, Kentucky, 
1920-1923; Renolda Church, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 1923-1989. 


He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from Centre College. In 1937 
he was Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. 


Dr. Lilly was the author of several books among which were A Partnership in 
Living, Some Teachings of Jesus, and Faith of Our Fathers. 


On September 8, 1891, he married Mary Hamilton Guerrant, daughter of 
the Rey. Dr. and Mrs. E. O. Guerrant. Mrs. Lilly with four children survived him. 


Dr. Lilly brought a well trained mind to grapple with all of the many prob- 
lems with which he was confronted in his ministry. 
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JOEL KENNEY LYLE 


Rev. Joel Kenney Lyle 


Bo ipeaml Aris. aK entuick veneer ee ee A ee July 17, 1824 
Pee CxO tOM@ICcnLUC Ky rt en, eee eae oR April 19, 1872 
mesistant Pastor Parst;Church, Lexington, Kentucky_--__-__-____-_- 1852-1853 
eee NichOlasville ss Menbicky #2. sees el eT ek 1853-1855 
Bes OmoOlmNVit) Horep Churches 2 ee 1857-1863 
es crmole lope well@@nurchea eee!) a _-_-- 1857-1868 


Rev. Joel Kenney Lyle, son of Joel Reid Lyle and his wife, Agnes M. Kenney, 
was born in Paris, Kentucky, July 17, 1824. His father was a brother of Rev. John 
Lyle, one of the pioneer Kentucky Presbyterian preachers. He was prepared for 
Centre College under Rev. Luther Smith, a Presbytrian minister who lived in 
Paris. He graduated from Centre College in 1845, and from Princeton Theological 
Seminary in 1849. He was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of New Jersey 
in 1849, and was ordained April 14, 1853, by West Lexington Presbytery. He was 
the Assistant Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Lexington 1852-53, when 
Dr. Robert J. Breckinridge was the pastor. In 1853-1855, he was pastor in Nich- 
olasville. On resigning the Nicholasville pastorate he became financial agent of 
Danville Theological Seminary, 1855-1856. He served the Mt. Horeb Church 
1857-1863, and Hopewell Church 1857-1860. He was principal of City School 
No. 1, Lexington, in 1865-1866. 


On December 22, 1852, in Lexington, he married Miss Maria C. Nourse of 
Woodford County. From this union two daughters and a son survived him at 
his death April 19, 1872. 


Mr. Lyle was a good student and when he graduated from Centre College he 
had the rare privilege of having endorsed on his diploma, by the President, Dr. 
John C. Young, that “he never was absent from a recitation while at college.” 
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In 1933, Mr. Lyle’s son, Mr. Charles Nouse Lyle prepared a sketch about his 
father in which he speaks of the Cholera epidemic in Nicholasville while Mr. 


Lyle 
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was pastor there. Says Mr. C. N. levies 


“From the First Presbyterian Church at Lexington, Kentucky, Mr. Lyle was called 
to the pastorate of the Presbyterian Church at Nicholasville, Kentucky. While pastor of 
the church at Nicholasville during an epidemic of Asiatic Cholera, his friends urged him 
to take his family and leave, as others were doing. 


He said no, his people needed him more than ever and he would stay. He took the 
cholera and was very ill and would have died if Dr. Letcher had not stayed right by 
his bedside and given him calomel on the point of a pen knife. As fast as he would 
swallow the calomel it was rejected by his stomach, but Dr. Letcher would repeat the 
dose as often as it was rejected and at last about four o'clock in the morning, the 
calomel was retained and the Doctor said that he would live, which he did. Even the 
flies would die in large numbers around the drinking water on the porch.” 


MR. LYLE IS BURIED IN THE CEMETERY IN PARIS, KENTUCKY 


Rev. John Lyle 


Rev. John Lyle was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, October 20, 1769 
and died in Paris, Kentucky, July 22, 1825. He was licensed to preach in 1795 
and was ordained February 19, 1800 by West Lexington Presbytery. He was the 
first minister ordained by West Lexington Presbytery. He became pastor of 
Salem Church in Clark County in 1800 and served this church for several years. 
In 1809 he moved to Paris and opened a female school. This was the first school 
exclusively for girls in the West and one of the earliest in America. 


He bore a prominent part in all the trying scenes through which the Pres- 
byterian Church was called to pass. He was a faithful minister of Christ and 
especially gifted in evangelistic work. 


He was one of the supplies of the First Church after Dr. Welsh’s resignation. 
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REV. BUNYAN McLEOD, D.D. 


Rev. Bunyan McLeod, D.D. 


Rev. Bunyan McLeod, son of Norman McLeod and Annie Ross, was born 
March 18, 1879 in Whycocomagh, Nova Scotia, Canada. He studied at Parks 
and Gates Colleges, and Danville and Columbia Theological Seminaries. He 
was licensed in May 1901, at Hannibal Presbytery. His pastorates have been 
Bennettsville, South Carolina, 1902-1908; Central Church, Anderson, South Caro- 
lina, 1908-1912; United Church, Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 1912-1918; Westminister 
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina, 1918-1921; First Church, St. Joseph, Missouri, 
1921-1923; First Church, Lexington, Kentucky, 1923-1926; St. Andrews Presby- 
terian Church, Perth, Ontario, Canada, 1926-1935; retired at Perth, 1935-1939; 
Milton, Massachusetts, 1940-1948; Littleton, New Hampshire, 1948— 


Dr. McLeod has been married two times: (1) Miss Pearl McCall, Bennetts- 
ville, South Carolina, October 20, 1902. (2) Mrs. Martha H. Weston, Milton, 
Massachusetts, May 16, 1948. 


He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity, in 1920, from Parks College. 
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CRAVE OP REV] ROBERT MARSHALL AT BETHEL CHURCH 
FAYETTE COUNTY, KENTUCKY 


Inscription on the tomb. 
Memento Mori 
Beneath this monument 
erected 
by filial affection 
reposes all that was mortal of the 
Rev. Robert Marshall 
pastor of Bethel Church 
who died June 16th, 1832, 
in the 72d year of his age, 
and the 42d of his ministry. 
If in my life I tried in vain to save, 
Hear at last, O hear me from the grave 
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Rev. Robert Marshall 


Rev. Robert Marshall was born in County Down, Ireland, November 27, 
1760, and died in Fayette County, Kentucky, June 16, 1832. Between the years 
1760 and 1832 he lived a very interesting life. 


In the twelfth year of his age he came with his widowed mother to America 
and settled in Pennsylvania. He served in the Revolutionary War being in the 
battles of Monmouth, Brandywine and others. 


He received his classical education in Liberty Hall, in Virginia, under Rev. 
William Graham and his theological training under Rev. John McMillan, in Penn- 
sylvania. He was licensed April 23, 1790, at Three Ridges, West Alexander, 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, by Redstone Presbytery. He was sent on a 
missionary tour with Cary Allen to Kentucky in 1791. Bethel Church, Fayette 
County, Kentucky, claimed his services. He was ordained and installed pastor 
of Bethel Church, June 13, 1793, by Transylvania Presbytery. 


He was an active pastor and labored incessantly for the cause of Presby- 
terianism in Kentucky. He took an active part in the Great Revival. He was car- 
ried away from his Presbyterian teachings and was, with Barton W. Stone and 
others, taken into the New Light Schism. After seven or eight years absence 
from his Presbyterian brethren, he returned to the fold of the Presbyterian 
Church and was reinstated in his old charge, Bethel Church. Here he served 
faithfully until his death. | 


Mr. Marshall was married two times, (1), Jenny Vance August 2, 1792, who 
died February 21, 1798, leaving two sons, Rev. James L. Marshall and Rev. 
Samuel Vance Marshall. 


(2), Betsy Glass, December 20, 1798, who died November 12, 1848, in the 
seventy-eighth year of her age. Her children were Joseph Glass Marshall, Betsy 
Glass Marshall, Robert Marshall, Sarah B. Marshall and Glass Marshall. 


Mr. Marshall was one of the intermittent supplies of the First Church before 
Rev. James Welsh became pastor. These early supplies of the First Church ren- 
dered a valuable service and aided greatly in the cause of Presbyterianism in 
Lex? gton and Central Kentucky. 
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REV. JOHN DANIEL MATTHEWS, D.D. 


Rev. John Daniel Matthews, D.D. 
IN MEMORIAM 


Another prince in Israel has fallen: another gentle spirit has gone over to 
the majority. On March 7th, 1884, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. J. L. A. 
Thomas, in Dallas, Texas, after an illness of only 5 hours, Rev. John Daniel Mat- 
thews, D.D., passed from earth to heaven in the 75th year of his age. The sum- 
mons was so sudden and the work of the destroyer so rapid that he did not know 
that he was dying until the weary spirit took its flight. Surrounded by his devoted 
children and receiving every attention that their anxious hearts could suggest, he 
quietly breathed his last, almost without a struggle or a groan, and with loving 
words of commendation on his lips. And so was granted the earnest and oft- 
repeated desire of his heart, that he might be spared a lingering or painful 
illness. 
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Dr. Matthews was well and favorably known in the Presbyterian Church 
as an eloquent preacher and cultured Christian gentleman. His father was Rev. 
John Matthews, D.D., of Virginia, the pioneer of the theological education in the 
West, and author of tle “Divine Purpose,” who gave three sons to the gospel 
ministry—William, John and Robert—all of whom are now dead. Their two 
sisters—Mrs. Harris, of Virginia, the oldest of the children, and Mrs. Lyle of 
Madison, Indiana—still survive. 


He was born in Shepherdstown, Virginia, June 19, 1809; graduated at Jef- 
ferson College, Pennsylvania 1829 and Princeton Theological Seminary 1831 and 
commenced preaching before he was twenty-one. He was twice married. His 
first wife, whom he married September 9, 1831, was Miss Anna Renshaw, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., a daughter of Commodore Renshaw of the Navy. By this 
marriage he had seven children, three of whom are living. His second wife was 
Miss Davidella Glass, of Louisville, Ky., who also had seven children, of whom 
four still survive. He married his second wife May 1, 1856. 


He occupied many positions of prominence and influence, and was respected 
and loved throughout the Church. His pastoral charges were in Philadelphia, 
Pa., Newtown and Norfolk, Va., Paducah, Henderson, First and Second Churches, 
Lexington, and Portland, Ky., and Denison, Texas. He was also State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction in Kentucky, succeeding Dr. R. J. Breckinridge in 
that office. The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Tran- 
sylvania University and it is related that when some of the authorities of that 
institution consulted Dr. Breckinridge as to the propriety of the measure, his 
laconic and characteristic reply was, “John Matthews is as worthy to receive 
it as you are to bestow it.” 


His was a naturally brilliant mind and he was a born orator, with fine 
imagination, elegant diction and graceful delivery. He nearly always spoke 
extempore or from the briefest notes, and probably did not leave a dozen 
manuscript sermons. Like most extemporaneous speakers, he was unequal in 
his efforts, but when in his best mood he was especially happy in a brief off-hand 
address, and many of his discourses were splendid specimens of finished oratory. 
Those who heard him in his palmy days on such subjects as “The Shadow of a 
Great Rock in a Weary Land’, or “The Balm in Gilead” and “The Physician 
There’—the last of which was repeated by request in nearly all the Protestant 
churches in the city of Lexington—will never forget the impression then made. 


He was wonderfully familiar with the Scriptures, especially the Old Testa- 
ment; drew most of his illustrations from the Bible, and was singularly gifted in 
prayer. Many were converted under his ministry, some of whom are now preach- 
ing the same gospel he loved so well to proclaim; so that, being dead, he yet 
speaks, and his works do follow him. 


His heart’s desire and prayer to God in his old age was that the two branches 
of the Presbyterian Church, both North and South, might learn to understand and 
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love each other better and his last public appearance was in the Springfield 
Assembly as chairman of a majority report from the Committee of Correspond- 
ence, pleading with all the pathos of his nature for closer relations. He was 
strongly Southern in his feelings and principles, and was originally thrown with 
the Southern Church in the division in Kentucky; but in the last few years of his 
life he was providentially connected with the Northern Assembly. Though pro- 
nounced in his views and earnest in his convictions, he was yet tolerant and 
charitable, and did not allow his differences with others to affect his kindly feel- 
ings toward them. 


With the artlessness of a child, he combined the tenderness of a woman, and 
was transparently honest, faithful and true. He had no concealments, no enmi- 
ties, no spites, and would do an enemy a favor no less than a friend. He took a 
profound interest in all his friends, watching their careers, rejoicing in their suc- 
cesses and sympathizing with them in all their trials. Many were the letters of 
_ sympathy and condolence which he wrote rejoicing with those that rejoiced and 
weeping with those that wept. He was a man of the olden type; modest, simple, 
dignified and sincere—“an Israelite, indeed, in whom there was no guile.” As a 
devoted husband, loving father, tender friend, holy man, faithful minister, elo- 
quent preacher and Christian gentleman—‘take him all in all, we shall not look 
upon his like again’. 

For by the hearth the children sit, 
Cold in that atmosphere of death, 


And scarce endure to draw the breath, 
Or like the noiseless phantoms flit. 


But open converse is there none; 

So much the vital spirits sink 

To see the vacant chair, and think, 

“How good! How kind—and he is gone! 


From The Herald & Presbytery, 3/26/1884. 
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REY. ROBERT WHITRFIEED  MIGES, DiD2 IN THE PULETY. 
OF ‘THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURGH, “LEXINGTON, KY: 


Rey. Robert Whitfield Miles, D.D. 
1890-1952 


There were many sad hearts in Lexington on the evening of January 8, 1952, 
when it was announced over the radio that Dr. Miles, the beloved pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, had died just a few hours before. 


Robert Whitfield Miles, son of Robert Walton and Ida Kate Miles, was 
born October 5, 1890. 

He graduated from Davidson College in 1911, and from Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia in 1917. Washington and Lee University conferred the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity upon him in 1929. 

Dr. Miles had a varied ministry. His ministerial life was spent as follows: 
1917-1920 in Y.M.C.A. work in America and in France, being the first full-time 
Y.M.C.A. secretary at Davidson College; assistant pastor First Presbyterian 
Church in Greensboro, North Carolina, 1920-1921; Auburn, Alabama, 1921-1925; 
University Secretary for the Executive Committee of Christian Education, 1925- 
1926; Westminister Church, Lynchburg, Virginia, 1927-1933; First Presbyterian 
Church, Lexington, Kentucky, 1933-1952. He was licensed in April, 1917 by East 
Hanover Presbytery and ordained in April 1920, by Concord Presbytery. 
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Dr. Miles was an active participant in the work of the church at large. He 
was a commissioner to the General Assembly several times; Moderator of the 
Synod of Kentucky; a member of the Western Section of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches throughout the world holding the Presbyterian System; 
representative from the General Assembly on the Executive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches; trustee of Centre College. 


He was intensely interested in the field of human relations. He loved not 
only persons but people also. He received a citation for his interest in the Na- 
tional Council of Christians and Jews for his “Distinguished contributions over a 
period of many years to the cause of justice, amity, understanding, and goodwill 
among people of diverse background in Lexington.” 


Dr. Miles was an omniverous reader, having his mind stored with treasures 
gathered from many fields of human learning. His richly furnished mind made 
him welcome in any group because of his ability to contribute intelligently to 
any discussion. 


He was the author of two books, “That Frenchman John Calvin” and “Chris- 
tians and World Order.” 


On December 6, 1917, he was married to Miss Dorothy Ankeney Moomaw 
of Roanoke, Virginia. She and their three children, Robert W. Miles, Jr., Marian 
Cary (Mrs. John G. Morris) and Edward Walton Miles, survive him. 


Dr. Miles had the shepherd’s heart which fitted him admirably for pastoral 
work. He was a tender ministrant at the bedside of the sick, the comforter of 
those in sorrow, the consoler of the afflicted and a genuine friend in every time 
of need. 
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Tee t 


REV. JOHN EDWIN MULLER, D.D. 


Rev. John Edwin Muller, D.D. 
Memorial Resolutions 


“In pursuance of action taken by the congregation of the First Presbyterian 
Church, at the close of the regular morning service, on Sunday, August 13, 1938, 
the undersigned committee then appointed, reports the following memorial reso- 
lutions to be entered in the records of the Church Session. 


It is with real sense of sadness that the officers and members of the First 
Presbyterian Church, of Lexington, have learned of the death of their former 
pastor, the Rev. Dr. Edwin Muller, who passed away peacefully in the City of 
Columbia, South Carolina, his birthplace, on the morning of August 12, 1933. 


Dr. Muller served this church and congregation most acceptably for a period 
of seventeen years, from April, 1901, to April, 1918. During the first two years 
of his pastorate, he was assistant to his immediate predecessor, Rev. Dr. W. F V. 
Bartlett, and, upon Dr. Bartlett's death, in 1903, he became the sole pastor in 
full charge of the ministry and work of the church. 
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Dr. Muller was born in Columbia, S. C., in 1858, being the son of Henry 
Muller, a leader in the business and religious life of the city, and his wife, Hannah 
Senn. Both parents belonged to well-known and influential families of South 
Carolina. He was educated at Thompson’s Academy, which Woodrow Wilson 
also attended at the same time. Later he entered Union College, at Schenectady, 
New York, where he graduated, with high honors, in 1880. In 1881-1882, he at- 
tended the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, at Princeton, New Jersey, and the 
Columbia Theological Seminary, in his native city, in 1882-1884, and from the 
latter institution took his degree in divinity in 1884. 


Upon graduation, he became pastor of the Presbyterian Church, in Orange- 
burg, S. C., where he enjoyed a delightful pastorate, and where he met and 
married Miss May Glover, daughter of an honored elder in his first charge. 


Later he moved to Louisville, Ky., to become pastor of a newly-organized 
church, which afterward united with the First Presbyterian Church, and in 
Louisville Dr. Muller also served, from 1893 to 1901, as professor of Church 
History in the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of that city. 


In 1901, he accepted a call from this church and entered upon his duties as 
co-pastor, in association with Dr. Bartlett, on April 26, 1901. Thenceforward, for 
seventeen years, the pastoral relation between minister and people remained un- 
broken. Dr. Muller was a man of unusual culture and marked personal charm and 
was thoroughly conscientious and faithful in the performance of his clerical 
duties. He was held in high esteem by the entire community and endeared him- 
self greatly to the members of his own congregation. To Mrs. Muller, likewise, 
the people of this church became warmly attached, and she was a favorite in the 
social circles of Lexington. 


On April 29, 1918, Dr. Muller preached his last sermon as pastor of the First 
Church, his resignation having been previously accepted and the connection 
dissolved by mutual consent of church and pastor and with the approval of the 
West Lexington Presbytery. While in Lexington, Dr. Muller served as Moderator 
of the Synod of Kentucky and as a member of the Assembly's Committee on 
Ministerial Education and Relief, as well as on other important committees. 
During his pastorate here, the degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon 
him by Westminister College, of Fulton, Missouri. 


His last pastoral charge was in Camden, South Carolina. His stay there 
served as a fitting climax and marked a happy close to a long and blessed min- 
istry. Surrounded by loyal friends and rich in love and appreciation of a devoted 
people, he voluntarily resigned and retired shortly before reaching the age of 
three-score and ten. Returning to his birthplace, to spend his last days, he main- 
tained his residence in Columbia until his death. 

To Dr. and Mrs. Muller were born two sons. One of these, Edwin Muller, Jr., 
is an author of fine reputation, now living in New York City; the other son, Mor- 
timer G. Muller, is an active business man in Camden, S. C. 
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Besides many other ties which bound him to the Presbyterian communion, 
Dr. Muller was a brother-in-law of the late Rev. Dr. Chas. R. Hemphill, of Louis- 
ville, who married Dr. Muller’s sister, and also a brother-in-law of Rev. Dr. 
Thornton Whaling, of Columbus, S$. C., who married Miss Ruth Muller, a sister 
of Dr. Muller. Both Dr. Hemphill and Dr. Whaling have long been known and 
loved by the members of this congregation, and their names are revered and 
honored here as well as elsewhere throughout the entire church. 


As a sincere token of our true and lasting regard for our lamented former 
pastor, we do hereby resolve— 


That this brief account of his life and work be entered in the minutes of our 
Session; 


That we do now and here place upon record a formal expression of our 
gratitude for the useful ministry so earnestly fulfilled among us by this faithful, 
consecrated, and beloved man of God; and 


That the Clerk of the Session be instructed to transmit these memorial reso- 
lutions to Mrs. Muller and convey to her and her sons the assurance of our most 
heartfelt sympathy in this time of their sore bereavement and sorrow, a sympathy 
which every officer and member of this church unreservedly shares. 


F. H. Clarke 
W. K Massie Committee” 
Samuel M. Wilson 


[178] 


REV eo AR LAN El PIUZE Re): 


Rev. Harlan H. Pitzer, D.D. 


Rev. Harlan H. Pitzer, D.D, son of Emmett Theodore Pitzer and his wife, 
Viola Hanser Pitzer was born in Whitestown, Indiana. He graduated from Taylor 
University and did graduate work at the University of Chicago. 


He served the following churches: in Chicago; Franklin Avenue Church, 
Lansing, Michigan, 1916-1918; Evangelist with Rev. W. A. (Billy) Sunday, 1918- 
1921; First Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 1921-1924; Ruffner Memorial 


Church, Charleston, West Virginia, 1924-1927; First Church, Lexington, Ken- 
tucky, 1927-1933. 


He died in Lexington, April 9, 1933, and was survived by his wife, Effie A. 
Parker Pitzer and two daughters. 


The following memorial was prepared by the Woman's Auxiliary of the First 
Church, Lexington: 


Resolutions 
Dr. H H Pitzer 
(Death occurred April 9, 1933) 


“Whereas, in the providence of God, Rev. Harlan H. Pitzer our beloved friend and 
pastor, has been called from our midst to his eternal rest, we, the members of the First 


[179] 


[180 | 


Presbyterian Church of Lexington, Kentucky desire to pay this tribute of love and 
praise to his memory and to express in some degree our great sorrow at his going. 

In the death of Dr. Pitzer the Southern Presbyterian Church has lost one of her 
most distinguished sons, central Kentucky one of her best loved and most honored men. 


As pastor of this church for the past six years, his generous and tender sympathy, 
his understanding heart and his ever ready willingness to minister to every need has 
won for him a very secure place in the affections of his church and this community. 
He was generous in his estimate of others, seeking the praiseworthy in their characters 
and softening their faults. His judgment of the acts of others was always clothed in the 
kindly cloak of charity. With a pleasant, genial personality of simple and wholesome 
tastes an indulgent husband and father, an unfailing Christian fortitude and a seemingly 
untiring industry, he stood a friend among friends, a man among men, whose image shall 
not fade from memory, whose death in the prime of life leaves one personally bereaved. 
To have known him, to have worked with him, was to have loved him. 

While we, the members of this auxiliary, humbly bow our heads in obedience to 
the will of God, we recognize the great responsibility that rests upon us as an organi- 
zation to carry the torch that has passed to us from the hand that has laid it down. 

We feel it our privilege to share the deep sorrow that has come to his bereaved 
family and we pray that they may be filled with courage and faith which will not falter 
in the face of difficulty. 

We desire that a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family and a copy be 
spread in the minutes of the woman’s auxiliary and the regular minutes of the church. 


(signed) Mrs. James Combs, Miss Clara Cochrane, Mrs. Charles H. Bowyer, 
Mrs. E. C. Headley, Mrs. I. D. Best.” 


JOHN W. PRATT, 
. LISS L-1S83 


JOHN W. PRATT, D.D., 1881-1883 


Rev. John Wood Pratt, D.D 


Rev. John Wood Pratt, D.D., supplied the pulpit between the pastorates of 
Dr. Dinwiddie and Dr. Bartlett. He was born in Saint Mary’s, Georgia, May 12, 
1827, and died in Louisville, Kentucky, March 24, 1888. He was the son of Rev. 
Horace S. Pratt, Professor of English Literature in the University of Alabama. 
He graduated from the University of Alabama and from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. After having several pastorates and engaging in educational work, he 
served as President of Central University, Richmond, Kentucky, 1874-1879. He 
supplied in Cincinnati for a while after leaving Richmond. To reach the masses 
not attending church, some of his friends rented the immense Music Hall in 
Cincinnati for him to preach in on Sunday afternoons. This vast house was 
crowded frequently with five thousand people being in attendance. 
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He succeeded Dr. Stuart Robinson in the pastorate of the Second Church, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


Dr. Pratt was financially independent and did not rely on his salary for a 
livelihood. The deacons in the church in Lexington, Virgina knew of Dr. Pratt's 
financial status and did not bestir themselves to raise his salary. 


When the salary was far in arrears, Dr. Pratt announced that fact from the 
pulpit and added, if the money was not in the bank by next Saturday there would 
be no preaching on the next Sabbath. Needless to say the money was in the bank. 
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Rev. Adam Rankin 


Rev. Adam Rankin was born in Greencastle, Pennsylvania, March 24, 1755 
and died in Philadelphia, November 25, 1827. 


He was received as a candidate for the ministry at the Stone Meeting House 
in Augusta County, Virginia, in November 1781. He was licensed to preach at 
New Providence Church, October 25, 1782 together with Samuel Houston, Sam- 
uel Carrick and Andrew McClure. Steps were taken for his ordination October 
29, 1783 and he was enrolled at Bethel Church, May 18, 1784. About this time 
he married Martha, daughter of Alexander McPheeters, of Augusta County, Vir- 
ginia. He received three calls from the neighborhoods of Holstein and Nola- 
chuckey, which he declined on account of disputes on psalmody. 


In 1784 he was in Kentucky and founded the churches of Pisgah in Wood- 
ford County, and Mt. Zion near Lexington. He attended a conference of Presby- 
terians at Cane Run Church, Tuesday, July 12, 1785, and sowed the seeds of 
discord about psalmody. He believed that Rouse’s version of the Psalms was the 
only translation which could be used in worship. In May 1789, he attended the 
General Assembly in Philadelphia, and argued against the ruling of the Synod 
of New York and Philadelphia, which in 1787, permitted the use of Watt’s as 
well as Rouse’s version of the Psalms. The Assembly refused to reverse the ruling 
of the Synod of 1787, and Rankin returned to Kentucky to abuse the Presbyterian 
ministers, calling them swine, and said they bore the mark of the beast, and 
were sacrilegious, deists, robbers, hypocrites and blasphemers. 


At Cane Run Church in October 1789, a committee was appointed by Tran- 
sylvania Presbytery to prefer charges against Mr. Rankin. This committee was 
composed of James McConnel, Samuel Shannon and James Crawford. The fol- 
lowing charges against Mr. Rankin were drawn up by this committee. 


(1) Traducing the brethern in the ministry. 
(2) For debarring users of Watt’s Psalms from communion. 


(3) Pretended to receive divine revelations through dreams. 


He was cited to appear before Presbytery in April 1790, to answer these 
charges. He did not appear before Presbytery and went to London. He remained 
away for two years, and in the meantime the Pisgah Church had asked to be re- 
lieved of his ministry, so the Presbytery appointed James Blythe to supply Pisgah 
and Mount Zion. 


Presbytery met at Stonermouth Church, April 25, 1792, when the charges 
were again made against Mr. Rankin. He was present and presented his case. 
Rey. James Crawford and the following members of the Mt. Zion Church were 
witnesses: Robert Steel, Robert Patterson, John Maxwell and James Trotter. He 
was summoned to hear the decision of the Court. When informed that he would 
be censured he refused to accept the censure of Presbytery and withdrew fol- 
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lowed by his ruling elder from Mt. Zion, Mr. David Logan. Then the Presbytery 
declared him suspended from the ministry until the next stated meeting of Pres- 
bytery. When the Presbytery met October 2, 1792, he was deposed from the 
ministry, at Cartwright’s Creek Church. 


In May 1793 he was received into the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, It is stated that Mr. Rankin organized the Ebenezer Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in Jessamine County. If he did it is likely that this church 
was organized after 1793. In 1798 two missionaries, Robert Armstrong and An- 
drew Fulton, from the Associate Church in Scotland, came to Kentucky. They 
seem to have taken many of the followers of Mr. Rankin into their church. After 
being in Kentucky a few years these two ministers moved with their congrega- 
tion north of the Ohio, Mr. Armstrong going to Green County, Ohio, and Mr. 
Fulton moved his flock to the State of Indiana. 


Mr. Rankin did not live a peaceable life in the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church and he was a source of irritation to his brethren in the ministry 
and to the churches, too. He was especially in disagreement with Rev. Robert 
Bishop, pastor of Ebenezer Church, 1803-1814. The contention was so sharp that 
the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Church sent a Commission, com- 
posed of Rey. John M. Mason, D.D., Ebenezer Dickey and John Lind, ministers, 
and Silas E. Weir, a ruling elder, to Kentucky on September 17, 1818, to try Mr. 
Rankin. After this commission iene heard all of the facts, Mr. Rankin was sus- 
pended from the ministry in the Associate Reformed Church. 


Being led by a study of the prophecies or by a dream, to believe that the 
time for rebuilding of Jerusalem was at hand, he started toward the Holy City; 
but died on the way, in Philadelphia, November 25, 1827. His widow died at 
the home of her son, John M. Rankin, in Columbia, Tennessee, July 27, 1836. 
The Lexington Intelligencer in announcing her death said, “She was a resident of 
this place 43 years.” 


One day, in his country congregation, after the period for “intermission, he 
did not come in, and Mr. Meek, one of his old elders, went out to hunt him up, 
and found him in a neighboring cane-break, prostrate upon his face, with his 
Bible open before him and wet with tears. When told that the time was past and 
the people waiting, he answered, “I have not had the Master’s presence for the 
last week, and I cannot go. I cannot preach.” When further urged, he asked 
Mr. Meek about the meaning of the text and to suggest something for him to 
say, for that he was deserted and knew not what to say. Mr. Meek finally in- 
duced him to cast himself upon his Master’s support and make the trial. The re- 
sult was a sermon of surpassing power and unction, so as to be memorable among 
his great sermons, of which there were not a few. 
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REV. ROBERT STUART, D.D. 


Rev. Robert Stuart, D.D. 


Rey. Robert Stuart, D.D., son of John Stuart and his wife Elizabeth Walker, 
was born in Rockridge County, Virginia, August 4, 1772 and died in Nicholasville, 
Kentucky, August 5, 1856. 

He graduated from Liberty Hall Academy in 1794 and was licensed to preach 
hae 1 WAS boy 

He came to Kentucky in 1798 and became one of the first three professors 
in Transylvania University. He resigned his professorship in 1799 and had a 
private school in Woodford County. 

In the spring of 1800 he married Frances Hawkins, of Woodford County. 
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She died in the fall of 1801. In 1802 he married Hannah Todd, a daughter of 
General Levi Todd. He settled on a farm on the Athens-Boonesboro Road in 


Fayette County. 


In 1803 he became pastor of the Walnut Hill Church and served for nearly 
forty years in this position. He served the Salem Church in connection with 


Walnut Hill. 


Robert Stuart lived in stirring times. The Great Revival brought about 
many changes. Many doctrinal disorders arose from the revival. Stuart and his 
fellow Presbyterian ministers were busy in maintaining the principles of Pres- 
byterianism. 


He was active in all the work of the church. He was slated Clerk of the 
Synod of Kentucky and Clerk also of West Lexington Presbytery. He was Moder- 
ator of the Synod. Nine times he served as Moderator of West Lexington Pres- 
bytery. He was a Commissioner to the General Assembly eight times. He held 
membership in West Lexington Presbytery for fifty-seven years. Longer than 
any other minister has ever done. 


The Synod of Kentucky in 1856 adopted the following memorial: 


“Father Stuart was the oldest member of the Synod, having removed from Virginia to 
Kentucky, fifty-eight years ago, and ministered to one of our churches, Walnut Hill, 
nearly forty years. He retained his faculties, in vigorous exercise, to the close of his life, 
and was enabled to preach occasionally, until within a few years of his death. He was a 
man of deep piety, great simplicity of character, and general excellence, both as a 
man and as a minister. He was “An Israelite, indeed, in whom there was no guile.” 
After a long and useful life it was brought to a close, in the exercise of entire resignation 
to the divine will, patience under suffering, and an anxious desire to depart and to be 
with Christ. Synod would record with gratitude, the fact that this venerable father was 
enabled by divine grace to present to the world so beautiful and so consistent a life, and 
to close it in such calmness and peace.” 


He supplied the First Church between the pastors, Rev. James Welsh and 
Rey. Robert Cunningham. 


[186] 


Rev. James Ernest Thacker, D.D. 


James Ernest Thacker, son of John Hayes Thacker and his wife Mary E. 
Thom, was born in Columbia, Missouri, December 14, 1869 and died in Norfolk, 
Virginia, September 12, 1945. On March 14, 1894, he married in Shelby, North 
Carolina, Addie May Dixon. Two daughters were born of this union, Elizabeth 
Thom (Mrs. Pierre Shanitz) and May Dixon (Mrs. M. Fraine Williams). He grad- 
uated from Davidson College in 1890, and from Union Seminary, Virginia in 1893. 


He was licensed by Orange Presbytery in 1892, and ordained in 1893 by Gran- 
ville Presbytery. 


He held the following pastorates: Oxford, North Carolina, 1892-1896; Stuart 
Robinson Church, Louisville, Kentucky, 1896-1897; Second Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia, 1900-1909. From 1909 to 1940, he was an evangelist under the General 
Assembly. He retired in 1941 to Norfolk, Virginia, where he lived until his death 
in 1945. 


From December 1918 to September 1919 he supplied the First Church, Lex- 
ington, and did a splendid work when the church was in need of wise counsel. 
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REV. RICHARD VALENTINE, D.D. 


Reverend Richard Valentine 


Dor near Lexington. Kent Wyse es eee eee November 18, 1823 
Dicdeinviiuntin stor W est Vit Citi ee ere March 27, 1908 


Rey. Richard Valentine, son of William and Beatrice Gregory Valentine, was 
born near Lexington, Kentucky, November 13, 1823. 
At the age of sixteen he entered business in Louisville as a clerk. Soon after 


going to Louisville he united with the First Presbyterian Church. His pastor, the 
Reverend Dr. William Lewis Breckinridge persuaded him to enter the ministry. 
He entered Centre College, where he graduated in 1847. He took his theological 
work in Princeton Theological Seminary where he was graduated in 1850. 


He was licensed by the Louisville Old School Presbytery September 4, 1850. 
In 1850 he became stated supply of the New Castle, Kentucky, Church and was 
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ordained and installed as pastor of this church by Louisville Presbytery Novem- 
ber 14, 1851. He remained in charge of this church until 1866. In connection 
with this pastorate he founded Smith College, at Smithfield, Henry County, and 
continued at its head until 1864. 


When the Synod of Kentucky was divided in 1866 he remained in the Pres- 
byterian Church U.S.A. and served in that church until 1896 when he came into 
the Southern Church. In 1902 he returned to the U.S.A. Church and continued 
to be a member until his death in 1908. 


In 1866 he was called to the First Church, Lexington, Kentucky, and re- 
mained here until 1869. From 1869 to 1874 he was stated supply of Hopewell, 
Bethel and Clear Creek Churches in Kentucky; and from 1875 to 1882 he was 
stated supply of Augusta and Murphysville Churches, in Kentucky. His next pas- 
torates were in Ohio. He served the churches of Mason and Somerset, Ohio, from 
1883 to 1888. He supplied the church of Georgetown, Ohio, from 1888 to 1896. 
In 1896 he came into the Southern Presbyterian Church and served the churches 
of Milton, Kenova and Hamlin, West Virginia, until 1901. From 1902 to 1908 
until his death he was a member of the Ebenezer Presbytery, U.S.A. 


The last twelve years of his life were spent in Huntington, West Virginia 
where his children were living. He died in Huntington, March 27, 1908. 


On March 8, 1851, he was united in marriage to Miss Sallie Woodson Smith 
of New Castle, Kentucky. Her family were early settlers of Kentucky from 
Virginia. Her father, William Smith, was a man of sterling integrity and high 
Christian character. He was a ruling elder of the New Castle Church and 
faithfully discharged the duties of that office. Mrs. Valentine was a faithful 
helpmate assisting her husband in his manifold duties in the ministry. She was 
called to her heavenly home April 23, 1902. They were the parents of eight 
children, one son and seven daughters, all of whom survived the parents. 


“For sixty-seven years Mr. Valentine bore the heat and the burden of the 
Gospel Work, going in and out before the people illustrating the power of the 
Gospel which he preached to others by his daily walks and personal influence, 
and he was one of those who endured to the end and had his reward.” 
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Rey. James Welsh, M.D. 


There is no available information about the parentage, place of birth and 
education of the Rev. James Welsh. Collins, in his History of Kentucky, states 
that he came from Virginia. 


“The Rev. James Welsh was licensed July 27th, 1793, and recommended 
by Transylvania Presbytery to the Synod of Virginia as a missionary. After 
laboring for a year in the bounds of Redstone Presbytery, and declining a call 
in Mason County, Kentucky, he was ordained pastor of the Lexington and 
Georgetown Churches, February 17, 1796, in which charge he continued ‘till 
1804. He was obliged to practice medicine for the support of his family. In 
1799 he was appointed Professor of Ancient Languages in Transylvania Uni- 
versity, which station he filled for several years.” 


The Synod of Virginia, at its second meeting in the fall of 1789, appointed 
a committee of Synod to seek for young men who could travel throughout the 
synod and do missionary work. This committee was called the “Commission 
of Synod”. It consisted of four ministers and four ruling elders. Upon the recom- 
mendation of Transylvania Presbytery James Welsh in 1794, was appointed 
one of these missionaries. Dr. Welsh married soon after his appointment. We 
therefore, have the following minutes of the Commission:— 

“The Commission have been informed that Mr. Welsh, shortly after he received a 

commission married a wife and thereby rendered it impracticable to answer the 

designs of the Commission; therefore agreed that the said Mr. Welsh be struck off 

the list of missionaries.” This information was sent to his Presbytery with the request, 

“to consider him in the same standing as when he left them: the Commission having 


nothing against him, saving only that he did not answer the purposes of the Com- 
mission.” 


In 1794-1795 Mr. Welsh supplied the Presbyterian church in Washington, 
Pennsylvania. It was while at Washington that he married a daughter of the 
Rev. Joseph Smith, one of the pioneer Presbyterian preachers in West Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. Smith died April 19, 1792. 


On January 15, 1811, James Welsh married for his second wife Mrs. Mar- 
garet Patterson Venable, daughter of Robert Patterson, a founder of Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, and Dayton, Ohio. After the death of James Welsh, Mrs. Welsh 
married for her third husband, Samuel Caldwell, of Franklin, Ohio. 


After his return from Pennsylvania, on October 8, 1795, Welsh was called 
to the Presbyterian church in Lexington. At his ordination February 17, 1796, 
Rev. James Crawford preached the sermon and Rev. Robert Marshall presided 
and propounded the Constitutional Questions. 


In a letter written by Rev. Hugh Ivan Evans, D.D., pastor of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, Dayton, Ohio, to Rev. Henry C. Rogers of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, we have the following: 
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“The First Presbyterian Church in Dayton, in the spring of 1804, called Rey. 
James Welsh to supply them regularly as their minister. However, the Session was not 
instituted until May, 1806. In that time the congregation had as a meeting house 
a small log building sitting on what is now the most expensive land within the City 


of Dayton. 


This cabin was two feet from the ground, was 18 x 20; seven logs high without 
chip chinking, a yellow clay daubing, clapboard roofing held down with weight poles, 
rough-slab flooring, and log seated, without windows. 


In 1805 this cabin church was sold for $22.00, and the amount placed in a new 
building site. The property which was sold for $22.00 is in the Central Corner of 
Dayton and would now be valued at hundreds of thousands of dollars. 


Mr. Welsh came to the church in 1804 and continued to minister to the congre- 
gation until the spring of 1817, when about the time of the new building latent opposition 
which had been smouldering for some time, was manifest, in a desire that his ministry 
end. The result was the Doctor’s resignation. 


During all the years the church had met in the court room of the newly built 
County Court House. This place of meeting perhaps, would account for the con- 
tentious element for the congregation. For during the week cases were contended in 
the court room and people took sides. Perhaps they carried it over into their Sunday 
worship. 


The congregation had at that time about ninety members. Twenty of them re- 
signed with Dr. Welsh, and formed a new church known as the Second Presbyterian 
Church. But, to the credit of Dr. Welsh, it must be said, he was a gracious Christian 
gentleman and led the newly established church back into the fold. So that his suc- 
cessor, Dr. Wilbur, came to a united congregation. 


Dr. Welsh remained pastor long enough to see the plans adopted into a new 
church ready for dedication. For thirteen years he had witnessed the preparation for 
the house of worship inspired by faith, perseverance and the grace of God. The total 
cost of the new church was $6,961.62. No small amount in the year 1817.” 


Dr. Welsh must not have enjoyed robust health. On several occasions in 
1809-1810 Chillicothe Presbytery desired to know why he had not attended 
Presbytery for several years. The Stated Clerk informed the Presbytery that 
Mr. Welsh had been unable to be at Presbytery due to illness. This explanation 
was satisfactory to Presbytery. 


Dr. Welsh moved to Vevay, Indiana, in 1817, and had a drug store and 
practiced medicine. His daughter organized a Sunday School which Dr. Welsh 
organized into a church. Dr. Welsh was not a stranger in Indiana. Edson in his 
book, “Indiana Presbyterian”, states that “The General Assembly sent to the 
Territory for brief periods of service, David Gray, from the Carolinas, Joseph 
Anderson, a Pennsylvanian and James Welsh of Transylvania Presbytery.” 


Dr. Welsh’s daughter died in Vevay in August 1825, and his death followed 
a few months later. 


The Kentucky Gazette, November 25, 1825, carried this notice: 
“Died——Dr. James Welsh, aged 56, a resident of Indiana.” 


From the above notice he must have been born in 1769. 


1191] 


If we had all the facts about Dr. Welsh’s ministry in Kentucky we would 
probably find that he was one of the leading men in the Synod. We know he 
was well educated because he taught Latin and Greek in Transylvania Uni- 
versity and was Librarian of the University. The General Assembly appointed 
him to preach the opening sermon when the Synod of Kentucky was organized 
in his church in Lexington, October 14, 1802. This was a high honor bestowed 
upon him although for some unknown reason he did not preach the Sermon. 
He was Moderator of the Synod in 1806. From 1803 to 1810 he was the Stated 
Clerk of the Synod of Kentucky. When he moved to Dayton, Ohio, he became 
foremost in the cause of education. 


The late Dr. Lucien Rule of Louisville, made a careful study of Dr. Welsh’s 
life and in conclusion he wrote: 
“Dr. Welsh was a gentle beloved minister.” 


[192] 
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